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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  THE 
AUTHENTICITY  OF  THE  FIRST 
MEETING  HOUSE  IN  SALEM. 


To  THE  Directors  of  the  Essex  Institute  : 

Shortly  before  the  civil  war  the  attention  of  the  Essex 
Institute  was  called  to  a  small  dilapidated  out-building, 
put  to  very  homely  uses,  on  the  premises  of  David 
Nichols,  a  short  distance  off  Boston  Street,  in  Salem. 

The  frame  of  that  building  was,  in  1865,  presented  to 
the  Essex  Institute  and,  with  certain  restorations, was  set 
up  and  covered  in  by  a  new  roof  and  new  walls,  furnished 
with  a  door  and  windows,  and  given  the  outward 
appearance  it  has  ever  since  presented  of  a  plain  but 
tasteful  structure.  Its  dimensions  have  been  called 
twenty  feet  by  seventeen  feet. 

The  actual  exterior  dimensions  of  the  structure,  as 
restored,  are  twenty  feet  eight  inches  by  sixteen  feet 
eight  inches.  The  interior  dimensions  are  nineteen  feet 
six  inches  by  fifteen  feet  six  inches. 

The  frame  was  accepted  as  the  identical  frame  of  the  first 
meeting-house  erected  in  Salem  and  the  Institute  has 
since  substantially  vouched  for  its  genuineness. 

There  has  from  the  first  been  some  dissent  from  this 
position,  mostly  of  a  quiet  nature.  Comparatively 
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recently  the  authenticity  of  the  claim  made  for  the  frame 
has  been  publicly  challenged  and  publicly  defended  by 
antiquarians  of  acknowledged  repute.  Growing  out  of 
this  discussion,  the  official  position  or  attitude  of  the 
Essex  Institute  to  be  taken  on  the  disputed  (juestion  was 
for  the  first  time  called  sharply  in  issue  at  a  meeting  of 
the  Directors,  March  5,  1900,  and  thereupon  a  committee 
was  appointed  "  to  consider  the  general  question  as  to  the 
authenticity  of  the  so-called  First  Meeting  House  now 
preserved  by  the  Essex  Institute  in  the  rear  of  Plummer 
Hall,  with  instructions  to  report  as  speedily  as  possible.” 

Certain  changes  from  the  original  membership  of  the 
committee  have  occurred,  all  of  which,  together  with  its 
organization  and  proceedings  are  detailed  in  the  report 
of  its  secretary,  Mr.  Ezra  D.  Hines,  herewith  filed. 

A  preliminary  report  to  the  Directors,  dated  January 
7,  1901,  represented  that  the  committee  desired  to  secure 
and  consider,  in  addition  to  evidence  already  known,  all 
such  other  evidence  as  might  be  found  "  as  the  result  of 
impartial  expert  examination  of  all  church,  town  and 
county  records,  and  other  original  and  historical  sources 
of  information  available  and  upon  the  recommendation 
of  the  committee  authority  was  given  to  employ  some 
person  of  known  skill  and  integrity  to  make  such 
examination .  The  committee,  acting  under  this  authority, 
employed  Sidney  Perley,  Esquire,  of  Salem,  to  make 
such  professional  research.  He  attended  to  that  duty 
faithfully  and  w'ell,  and  the  results  of  his  work,  bound  in 
a  manuscript  volume  of  two  hundred  and  ten  pages, 
are  filed  herewith  for  preservation.  In  his  preface,  Mr. 
Perley  says  that  his  purpose  has  been  simply  to  gather 
the  evidence,  not  to  present  any  argument  nor  proffer 
conclusions,  and  he  has  throughout  his  work  conscien¬ 
tiously  adhered  to  this  declaration. 

The  committee  as  finally  constituted,  to  wit,  the 
subscribers,  respectfully  submit  to  the  Directors  this 
their  final  report.  Though  it  has  not  been  made  "as 
speedily  as  possible,”  the  delay  was  not  due  to  divided 
opinions,  or  inability  to  come  long  ago  to  the  conclusion 
here  presented. 

The  questions  stated  and  considered  by  the  committee 
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of  1859  are  these  :  "Is  this  the  frame  of  the  first  Church, 
erected  in  1634?”  Is  there,  in  records  and  reliable 
tradition,  evidence  to  warrant  a  belief  that  it  is?” 

We  are  forced  to  the  belief  that  the  frame  here 
preserved  is  not  the  frame  of  the  meeting-house  which 
was  built  in  Salem  before  1639,  and  that  there  is  not,  in 
records  and  reliable  tradition,  evidence  to  warrant  a  belief 
that  it  is. 

The  view  that  the  frame,  here  preserved,  is  the  identical 
frame  of  the  first  Puritan  meeting-house,  starts  with  and 
is  founded  upon  mere  tradition.  There  can  be  no  question 
as  to  the  insecurity  of  such  a  foundation,  unsupported  by 
corroboratory  evidence,  for  the  serious  assertion  of  a 
most  interesting  and  startling  historic  fact. 

It  has  been  claimed  that  there  is  corroboratory  evidence, 
first,  in  identity  of  dimensions ;  second,  in  interior 
construction.  Thus  upon  tradition  and  alleged 
corroboratory  evidence,  the  case  for  authenticity  rests. 

What  of  the  tradition  ?  What  of  the  evidence  ? 

I.  The  Tradition. 

A  simple  statement  of  the  known  facts  concerning  it  is 
a  good  illustration  of  the  insecurity  of  traditions  in 
general,  and  a  suflicient  demonstration  of  the  insecurity 
of  this  tradition  in  particular. 

In  an  open  letter  by  the  late  Mr.  Gilbert  L.  Streeter, 
published  in  1900,  as  collateral  to  the  controverted 
question  we  are  considering,  he  declared  that  a  short  time 
previous  to  July,  1859,  he  had  published  in  a  Salem 
newspaper  an  account  of  a  ramble  along  the  course  of  an 
ancient  highway  skirting  the  base  of  Gallows  Hill,  and 
therein  referred  to  an  old  building  (the  one  in  controversy) 
as  having  once  been  a  part  of  an  ancient  tavern  known  as 
Tompkin’s  Inn,  and  that  in  this  article  he  used  these 
words : — "The  reader  may  have  seen  this  old  tavern, 
back  of  Blubber  Hollow,  and  may  have  mused  upon  its 
antiquity.  Some  who  prefer  what  is  interesting  to  what 
is  strictly  matter  of  fact,  like  to  consider  it  as  the  original 
first  church, — or  meeting-house,  as  the  godly  and  extra 
anti-papal  fathers  of  the  early  days  styled  their  houses  of 
worship.” 
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Mr.  Streeter  adds :  "  I  thus  happened  to  be  the  first 
person  who  called  public  attention  to  this  ancient  and 
interesting  building,  as  it  then  was,  and  one  of  the  few 
who  saw  it  in  its  dirty  and  dilapidated  condition.” 

In  the  Salem  Observer  of  July  2,  1859,  there  is  a 
communication  of  two  thirds  of  a  column,  headed  "First 
iNIeeting  House  in  Salem,”  signed  "  P.”  It  is  as  follows  : — 

"Messrs.  Editors: — If  I  were  to  assert  that  Gov. 
Endicottor  the  Rev.  Francis  Iligginson,  in  all  the  circum¬ 
stances  of  reality,  arrayed  in  official  costume  or  sacradotal 
habiliments,  would  on  a  given  day  appear  again  in 
the  flesh  among  their  descendants,  you  would  not  be 
much  more  surprised  perhaps,  than  when  I  state,  that  the 
identical  first  meeting  house  of  the  puritans  in  Salem, 
still  exists  in  our  midst.  Not  the  house  or  any  portion  of 
it  that  was  demolished  this  present  generation  to  give 
place  to  the  brick  church  in  Washington  street,  north  at 
built  in  1670,  which  was  60  x  50  feet  and  20  feet  high  ; 
nor  the  meeting  house  built  in  1638,  which  was  but  25 
feet  long,  though  larger  than  the  first,  then  taken  down — 
but  the  identical,  primitive,  seven-by-nine  church  of  the 
puritans  and  pilgrims  of  1628,  and  probably  used  by 
them  for  the  first  ten  years  of  the  settlement.  Verily,  as 
we  believe,  the  same  oaken  timbers  that  echoed  the  voices 
of  those  Reverend  Divines, — the  Rev.  Francis  Higginson, 
Samuel  Skelton,  Roger  AVilliams,  Hugh  Peters  and  John 
Fiske,  through  or  nearly  through  all  of  their  public 
ministries,  and  for  aught  we  know,  it  may  have  been  built 
and  used  for  two  years  earlier,  viz.  :  1626,  byConant  and 
his  few  followers,  under  the  Episcopal  ministration  ot 
Rev.  John  Lyford — for  it  is  well  known  that  Conant  was 
of  that  communion. 

In  the  rear  of  Boston  street,  and  vicinity  of  Witch  Hill, 
owned  by,  and  upon  the  land  of  David  Nichols,  Esq.,  but 
a  rod  or  two  from  his  dwelling  house,  stands  an  old  oaken 
framed  building,  of  late  used  as  a  tool  house  and  for  storage 
of  hay  and  other  farm  produce.  This  building  was  formerly 
and  for  many  years  used  as  a  dwelling  house,  and  long 
known  as  "  Tomkins’ Inn,”  and  being  situated  as  it  was 
directly  upon  the  old  road  to  Boston  [hence  the  name  of 
Boston  street  near  by,]  was  more  anciently  occupied  as  a 
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tavern,  for  wayfarers’  use,  and  was  thus  used  in  1692,  at 
the  time  of  the  witch  executions  near  the  same  spot. 
Evidences  of  the  ancient  tavern  rest  upon  record  as  well  as 
tradition,  and  that  at  a  very  early  period. 

Now  as  to  the  meeting  house  —  there  has  long  been  a 
tradition  in  a  collateral  family  of  the  present  owner,  that 
this  building,  'Tomkin’s  Inn,’  was  constructed  of  the 
materials  of  the  first  church,  which  proving  too  small  was 
sold,  shaken  and  re-erected  upon  the  present  spot  for  a 
tavern. 

A  gentleman  now  living,  at  an  advanced  age,  as  well  as 
other  persons,  received  this  tradition  from  his  grandfather, 
the  venerable  Enos  Pope,  remembered  by  some,  perhaps 
many  of  our  citizens,  as  a  very  aged  man  in  a  wonderful 
state  of  physical  preservation,  who  lived  to  the  great  age 
of  upwards  of  90  years,  and  who  died  some  forty  or  fifty 
years  since. 

This  tradition  was  often  repeated  by  the  old  gentleman 
with  great  distinctness,  and  with  entire  confidence  on  his 
part,  and  which  he  obtained  from  his  ancestors  who  were 
long-lived  persons,  requiring  but  very  few  lips  and  ears  to 
bear  it  to  the  present  time. 

From  the  limited  attention  w^e  have  been  able  to  give  to 
the  subject,  but  judging  from  the  records  and  the  directness 
and  short  passage  of  the  tradition,  we  are  inclined  to  give 
it  a  large  share  of  our  confidence  and  adopt  it  as  authority. 

m  ^  * 

The  building  in  question,  the  main  building,  exclusive 
of  the  lean-to  addition,  of  a  later  day,  is  21  feet  long  by  16 
wide,  certainly  very  small  as  we  should  suppose  for  a 
meeting  house,  but  when  we  read  that  the  larger  one  built 
to  supply  its  place  was  but  25  feet  long,  and  of  the 
width  of  the  old  one,  the  small  size  of  the  one  under 
consideration  does  not  disturb  the  tradition.  Neither 
would  our  knowledge  of  the  rude  beginnings  of  California 
or  other  new  settlements  of  our  country  do  other  than 
strengthen  and  fortify  our  position. 

This  building  bears  unmistakable  marks  of  its  great 
antiquity  in  its  present  form.  It  is  plastered  with  a 
prepai-ation  of  clay  and  straw  without  one  particle  of  lime 
in  its  composition  :  -  its  roof  is  much  more  upright  than  a 
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'third  pitch.’  The  oak  timber  has  the  marks  of  other 
mortices,  indicating  its  prior  use. 

We  have  given  time  enough  to  the  subject  to  regard  it 
worthy  of  the  study  and  immediate  attention  of  those  persons 
whose  zeal  would  stay  the  hand  of  time  and  arrest  the 
contemplated  annihilation  of  so  splendid  a  monument  as  this 
may  be  made  of  our  puritan  ancestry.  *  *  * 

'Woodman  spare  that  tree’  from  its  poetical  touch  finds 
a  response  in  almost  every  breast, —  how  much  rather  may 
we  now  say.  Descendants  of  the  puritans,  spare  this 
remarkable  relict  of  the  distant  past,  which  the  eare  and 
attention  of  its  several  owners — the  gentleness  of  the 
ever  active  elements  and  the  too  frequent  accident  of  fire, 
has  for  generations  spared  until  now. 

The  immediate  demolition  of  this  ancient  building  and 
sacred  link  with  the  past,  is  in  contemplation.  Would  it 
be  expecting  too  much  to  heed  the  suggestion  that  has 
been  made,-  that  drawings  of  the  building  be  taken,-  the 
oaken  timbers  now  in  a  state  of  partial  decay  be  all 
preserved,  and  with  the  help  of  pine  imitation,  be 
re-erected  upon  some  suitable  spot,  which  we  hope  may  be 
appropriated  for  it  at  Harmony  Grove,  where  it  might  be 
furnished  with  exposed  rafters  inside  and  gothic  windows 
surrounded  by  evergieen  trees,  and  where  it  should  ever 
remain  a  cherished  and  sacred  spot,  Avorthy  of  our 
historical  pride  in  claiming  the  foundation  of  the  first 
church  in  New  England,  and  worthy  of  the  pilgrimages 
of  all  descendants  throughout  the  country  who  delight 
to  trace  their  lineage  from  its  primitive  puritan  root  in 
the  'Mattachusetts’. 

P.” 

We  next  hear  of  the  tradition  at  a  field  meeting  of  the 
Essex  Institute.  In  these  days  the  field  meeting  is  well 
nigh  abandoned.  Fifty  years  ago  it  was  the  very  life  of  the 
society.  Excursions  were  taken  here  and  there  all  over 
and  sometimes  outside  the  county,  at  frequent  intervals, 
for  study  and  observation.  A  typical  meeting  of  this  sort 
was  held  at  Saugus,  July  7,  1859,  and  at  the  expense 
of  brevity  it  seems  worth  while  to  cull  its  story  from  the 
records  in  order  to  get  the  setting  of  the  tradition. 
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The  members  had  spent  the  morning  rambling  in  two 
parties,  observing  matters  of  scientific  and  historic 
interest,  had  returned  to  the  hall  of  a  local  temperance 
society,  and,  after  refreshments,  came  to  order  at  three 
o’clock,  p.  M.,  in  the  Town  Hall  for  business  and 
discussion.  Records  were  read,  also  lists  of  donations  to 
the  library,  and  to  the  cabinets,  letters  were  announced 
from  six  correspondents,  and  then,  the  meeting  being 
open,  a  gentleman  who  had  conducted  one  of  the  parties, 
enumerated  the  principal  plants  collected  during  the 
excursion,  accompanying  each  with  some  interesting 
remarks.  Other  gentlemen  discussed  the  habits  of  the 
tailor  bee,  the  geology  of  the  region,  the  origin  of  bog 
iron  ore,  the  rounded  hills  of  the  neighborhood,  trees  and 
tree  planting  and  the  preservation  of  old  books  and 
manuscripts.  Following  these  discussions  and  next 
before  adjournment,  a  member,  having  previously  spoken 
on  the  subject  of  trees,  stated  that  "a  tiadition  is  current 
that  the  frame  of  an  old  building  standing  on  the  land  of 
David  Nichols,  rear  of  Boston  Street,  Salem,  is  that  of 
the  first  meeting-house  in  Salem  and  which  was  removed 
there  about  1639  when  the  second  meeting-house  was 
built ;  that  it  was  used  many  years  since  as  an  inn,  under 
the  name  of  Tompkin’s  Inn,  and  also  that  Mr.  Nichols 
had  tendered  the  building  to  the  Institute  for  their 
disposal.  He  moved  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
ascertain  the  facts  in  the  case  and  to  report  at  an  early 
meeting  as  to  the  authenticity  of  the  tradition  and  what 
action  it  would  be  advisable  for  the  Institute  to  take  in 
relation  thereto.  This  motion  was  adopted  and  a 
committee  appointed.  The  report  of  this  same  field 
meeting  published  in  Volume  2,  page  394,  of  the 
Proceedings  of  the  Essex  Institute,  is  as  follows  : 

"It  was  stated  as  an  historical  item  of  curious  interest, 
that  tradition  has  long  held  that  the  first  meeting-house 
in  Salem  was  not  pulled  down  after  its  ceasing  to  be  used 
in  that  capacity,  but  was  removed,  about  1639,  to  some 
spot  near  the  road  to  South  Danvers  and  employed  for 
other  purposes  for  some  time  afterward.  Recently  it  has 
been  asserted  that  the  old  building,  or  its  frame,  yet 
exists,  that  it  stands  on  the  land  of  Mr.  David  Nichols, 
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at  the  foot  of  Gallows  Hill,  and  is  the  same  stmcture  that 
did  service  for  some  years  under  the  name  of  Tompkin’s 
Inn.” 

There  is  thus  firmly  established  this  fact,  namely,  that  as 
first  communicated  to  and  recorded  by  the  Essex  Institute, 
the  tradition  set  forth  the  allegation  that  after  1639  the 
first  meeting-house  no  longer  remained  on  its  original  site 
but  was  then  removed  intact  to  the  region  of  Gallows 
Hill ;  also,  that  the  Nichols  building  is  the  same  structure 
which  formerly  was  Tompkins  Inn. 

The  tradition  is  next  and  finally  heard  from  in  the 
reports  of  the  committee  appointed  at  Saugus  wherein 
this  appears,  and  nothing  more,  that  in  certain  families, 
mentioned,  dwelling  consecutively  upon  the  premises 
when  the  building  was  situate,  "it  was  always  known  as 
having  been  made  from  the  first  meeting-house.” 

The  point  has  been  well  taken  and  well  stated  that 
tradition  is  not  history,  nor  does  it  command  confidence 
unless  it  has  been  widely  disseminated  in  the  community 
in  the  past,  in  some  definite  form,  and  runs  well  back  to 
the  events  to  which  it  relates. 

This  tradition  is  utterly  devoid  of  definite  form.  The 
two  versions  are  by  no  means  the  same  thing.  The  one 
version  is  authority  for  the  proposition  that  the  Nichols 
building,  Tompkins  Inn  and  the  First  Meeting  House 
were  but  three  phases  of  one  and  the  same  building,  that 
each  was  necessarily  identical  in  dimensions  with  the 
others,  and  that  the  frame  here  preserved,  having  endured 
through  changes  of  location  and  use,  is  the  very  frame 
which  our  Puritan  fathers  hewed  and  set  up  more  than 
two  hundred  and  sixty-five  years  ago.  The  other  version 
presumes  to  no  authority  as  to  the  original  dimensions  of 
the  meeting-house  and,  if  accepted  as  authentic,  proves 
nothing  more  than  that  more  or  less  of  the  wood  of  the 
meeting-house  was  worked  over,  as  second-hand  timber, 
into  this  present  frame. 

So  far  from  having  been  widely  disseminated,  it  does 
not  appear  that  the  tradition  in  any  form  was  ever  spoken 
of  generally  or  was  ever  referred  to,  before  Mr.  Streeter’s 
newspaper  article,  by  historian,  orator,  antiquarian, 
annalist,  diarist  or  traveller. 
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Eminent  men,  throughout  many  generations,  full  of 
the  spirit  of  reverence  for  the  fathers,  have  been  eager  to 
seek  out  and  perpetuate  matters  of  local  interest,  and  it 
is  inconceivable  that,  having  heard  and  placed  the 
slightest  credence  in  a  tradition  that  the  timbers  of  the 
first  meeting-house  were  somehow,  anyhow,  preserved  in 
their  original  form,  such  men  had  not  long  ago  perpetuated 
what  they  learned. 

No  other  conclusion  is  possible  than  that  at  no  time 
previous  to  its  promulgation  by  the  Institute,  was  there 
any  general  currency,  credence  or  knowledge  of  such  a 
tradition  throughout  a  community  of  people  who  would 
have  willingly  and  fondly  cherished  and  made  the  most 
of  it. 

Reverting  to  the  version  of  the  tradition  first  recorded 
by  the  Institute,  it  is  now  clear  that  it  is  wholly 
untrustworthy  and  mistaken  in  two  respects,  namely,  as 
to  the  removal  of  the  meeting-house  about  1(539,  and  as 
to  the  identity  of  the  meeting-house  with  Tompkins  Inn. 

The  inference  from  the  town  records,  hereinafter 
referred  to,  is  conclusive  that  the  first  meeting-house  was 
not  removed  in  1(539  but  added  to,  and  the  enlarged 
building  remained  for  thirty-three  years  longer,  when  the 
whole  was  taken  down,  and  that  the  timbers  were 
afterwards  used,  according  as  they  would  bear,  in  the 
construction  of  another  public  building. 

By  research  in  the  Registry  of  Deeds,  details  of  which 
are  referred  to,  Mr.  Perley  has  demonstrated  that 
Tompkins  Inn,  "a  small  house”  was  situated  on  what  is 
now  the  "square”  in  Peabody.  The  cellar  for  a  house 
was  dug  there  not  long  before  February  2,  1718-19,  at 
which  time  and  for  more  than  forty  years  thereafter,  the 
school  house,  into  which  the  meeting-house  timber  went 
in  1674,  remained  in  use  some  two  miles  distant.  And 
the  "small  house”  remained  on  its  original  site  until  at 
least  1812,  a  date  far  too  recent  to  harmonize  with  the 
traditional  identity  of  Tompkins  Inn  and  Nichols  Barn. 

In  view  of  these  considerations  we  believe  that  tradition, 
uncorroborated,  is  utterly  insufficient  to  support  the 
authenticity  of  the  claim  that  the  Nichols  frame  is  the 
very  frame  of  the  first  meeting-house. 
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11.  The  Corroboratory  Evidence. 

In  corroboration  of  tradition,  it  has  been  claimed  that 
the  Nichols  building  is  identical  in  dimensions  with  the 
first  Puritan  meeting-house.  That  claim  seems  to  have 
been  based  on  this  reasoning  : — 

a  The  town  records  show  a  contract  by  which  John 
Pickering  in  1639  agreed  to  build  what  is  acknowl¬ 
edged  to  have  been  an  addition,  twenty-five  feet 
long,  to  the  then  existing  meeting-house. 

h  A  central  aisle  must  have  been  provided. 

c  This  aisle  must  have  been  five  feet  wide,  because  a 
middle  aisle  of  this  width  was  "a  style  of  church 
building  which  continued  from  that  time  until  a  very 
late  period.” 

d  The  space  for  the  aisle  was  taken  from  the  new  part, 
namely  the  first  five  feet  next  to  the  old  part. 

e  This  left  twenty  feet  for  new  seating  space. 

f  It  was  the  plan  of  the  addition  "  to  make  the  building 
twice  its  former  size.” 

g  The  length  of  the  old  part,  before  the  addition,  was 
therefore  twenty  feet. 

h  The  longest  dimension  of  the  Nichols  building  is 
twenty  feet. 

We  are  compelled  to  find  that  there  is  no  authority  for 
any  of  these  steps  between  the  first  and  the  last. 

No  reasoning  is  even  attempted  to  identify  the  shorter 
dimension  of  the  Nichols  building  with  "the  breadth  of 
the  old  building.”  We  can  find  no  foundation  for  the 
assumption  that  the  first-meeting-house  was  seventeen  feet 
wide. 

The  size  of  the  first  meeting  house, — its  length,  its  width, 
its  height, — is  now  and  must,  it  seems,  ever  remain  a  matter 
of  conjecture.  So  far  from  its  being  probable  that  the 
addition  of  1639  was  five  feet  longer,  that  is,  one-fifth  j)art 
larger,  than  the  original  structure,  the  probabilities  are 
decidedly  the  other  way. 

Although  there  is  no  town  record  extant  concerning  the 
size  of  the  first  meeting-house  or  the  date  of  its  erection, 
the  authority  of  Dr.  Bentley  has  been  commonly  accepted 
as  fixing  the  date  in  1634,  and  the  price  "not  exceeding 
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one  hundred  pounds .  ”  This  price  did  not  include  "  daubing 
and  glazing.”  It  is  to  be  noted  that  the  price  of  the 
Pickering  addition  in  1B39  was  less  than  two  thirds  as 
much,  namely,  sixty-three  pounds. 

The  floor  space  of  a  building  tw  enty  feet  by  seventeen 
feet  w'ith  gallery  has  been  computed  as  suflicient  for  a 
congregation  of  at  most  some  eighty  persons,  making 
niggardly  allowance  for  pulpit,  fire-place  and  gallery  stairs. 
The  population  of  Salem  in  1630.  is  estimated  at  several 
hundred.  In  1634,  says  Dr.  Bentley,  "Salem  began  to 
flourish.”  In  1637  there  were  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
nine  members  of  the  church.  The  number  of  members  by 
no  means  measured  the  size  of  the  congregation.  Mr. 
Perley  estimates  the  attendance  as  four  times  the  number 
of  members. 

The  people  attended  w'orship,  for  the  most  part  willingly, 
but,  if  not,  by  compulsion.  A  building  of  this  diminutive 
size  would  not  begin  to  accommodate  within  its  walls  the 
Salem  congregation  of  1634. 

The  meeting-house  of  our  forefathers,  as  well  the 
first  as  its  successors,  was  their  sacred  house  of  God  and 
also  the  civil  Capitol.  From  the  first  it  was  the  centre  of 
the  very  life  of  the  community,  religious,  and  politic. 
No  other  theory  is  ttmable  than  that  they  built  an  edifice 
adequate  to  hold  their  congregations.  We  cannot  believe 
that  they  so  scrimped  in  this  respect,  as  deliberately  to 
plan  that  the  minister  should  preach  through  open  windows 
to  a  contingent  unable  to  get  inside.  The  rigors  of  New 
England  winters  would  have  forbidden  the  comtemplation 
of  such  a  plan,  even  to  Puritan  hardihood.  It  was  no 
later  than  1639  that  by  vote  of  the  town  two  men  were 
appointed  each  week  "to  walk  forth  during  God’s  worship 
and  take  notice  of  those  who  lye  about  the  meeting-house” 
and  elsewhere  with  the  purpose  of  citing  them  to  worship. 

Upon  the  authority  of  Dr.  Bentley,  the  first  meeting¬ 
house  was  "a  proper  house.”  The  hundred  pounds 
appropriated  for  itserection  represents  in  modern  equivalent 
of  purchasing  power,  according  to  conservative  estimate, 
some  two  thousand  dollars.  As  hints  of  comparison,  the 
"  shopp  and  house  ”  of  Thomas  Kix  "  neare  the  meeting¬ 
house”  was  disposed  of  in  1654,  apparently  to  the  town. 
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for  eleven  pounds.  In  1657,  Mr.  Corwin,  of  the  selectmen, 
bought  a  house  for  the  minister  "the  now  dwelling  of  John 
Millard ’’for  fifty  pounds.  In  1659,  John  Norman  for 
forty-five  pounds,  built  a  dwelling-house  for  tlie  minister 
on  Cape  Ann  side,  thirty-eight  feet  long,  seventeen  feet 
wide  and  eleven  feet  stud,  having  three  chimneys,  two 
below  and  one  above,  a  porch  eight  feet  square,  and  eight 
windows,  four  below  and  four  above.  It  seems  that  one 
hundred  pounds  was,  iu  1634,  fully  adequate  for  a  meeting¬ 
house  of  ample  size. 

But  more  conclusive  than  dogmatic  deductions  from  the 
assumed  necessities  of  the  situation  is  what  happened 
when,  thirty-three  years  after  the  Pickering  contract,  the 
entire  structure  was  taken  down. 

Looking  at  this  building  here  preserved,  it  seems 
evident  that  half  a  dozen  or  at  most  a  dozen  men  could 
take  it  down  and  pile  up  the  lumber  in  orderly  fashion  in 
a  single  day,  and  that  if  it  were  twice  its  length,  and  five 
feet  more,  a  little  more  than  two  days  would  suffice  for 
the  job.  Making  allowance  of  time  for  unclenching, 
drawing  and  saving  the  precious  wrought  nails  of  the  time, 
and  for  care  to  preserve  building  materials  fit  for  further 
use,  it  is  incredible  that  the  razing  and  storing  of  a  simple 
building  17  feet  by  45  feet  should  have  necessitated  the 
vote  of  1672,  "that  every  family  in  the  towne  and  which 
belong  to  the  towne  shall  send  one  man  of  a  family  to  help 
to  take  it  down  and  carry  it  into  some  convenient  place 
where  it  may  be  reserved  for  the  towne  use,  and  that  for 
time  when  to  begin  to  doe  it  and  the  number  of  men  each 
day  it  is  left  to  the  selectmen  to  appoint.”  "It  is  ordered 
that  the  meeting-house  be  begun  to  be  taken  down  this 
month,  and  the  constables  are  appointed  to  name  thirty 
men  a  day  to  appearc  to  help  to  take  it  down,  and  they 
are  to  begin  at  Strong  Water  brook,  and  soe  downwards 
to  the  lower  end  of  the  towne.” 

The  corroboratory  evidence  from  the  internal  construc¬ 
tion  of  the  Nichols  building  is  this.  The  Pickering 
contmet  for  the  addition  of  1639  called  for  a  gallery 
"answerable  to  the  former.”  The  fair  inference  is  that 
there  was  a  gallery  in  the  original  meeting-house.  On 
examination  of  the  Nichols  building  a  heavy  beam  was 
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found  extending  across  the  building,  supported  by 
mortises  at  the  tops  of  opposite  uprights  or  wall  posts. 
Other  mortises,  theretofore  concealed  by  plaster,  etc.,  were 
discovered  lower  down  on  each  of  these  posts,  into  which 
tenons  of  the  cross  beam  fitted.  There  was  also  an  oak 
tic  beam  in  which,  it  was  claimed,  the  joist  of  the  gallery 
rested  at  the  time  the  front  timber  was  lodged  in  the 
lower  mortises,  "thus  giving  to  the  gallery  an  inclination 
by  which  a  view  of  the  preacher  below  was  obtained.” 
By  actual  experiment  it  was  found  that  the  cross  beam 
could  be  lowered  and  its  tenons  fitted  into  the  lower 
mortises  and  in  fact  it  was  so  lowered  and  upon  stringers 
resting  upon  this  cross  beam  a  gallery  has  actually  been 
constructed. 

It  is  not  difficult  to  appreciate  the  intense  interest  of 
these  discoveries  and  experiments  to  any  who  w^ere  then 
already  inclined  to  give  great  w'eight  to  the  tmdition. 
On  the  assumptions,  first,  that  at  least  one  dimension  of  the 
Nichols  building  was  coincident  with  a  dimension  of  the 
first  meeting-house,  and  second,  that  the  first  meeting¬ 
house  was  moved  to  Gallows  Hill  intact,  or  that  it  was 
taken  down  and  there  put  together  again  in  its  original 
shape,  the  discovery  of  the  supposed  gallery  construction 
would  be  in  the  strongest  degree  corroborative  of  a 
tradition  that  the  Nichols  building  was  the  first  Puritan 
meeting-house.  But  without  basis  for  these  assumptions, 
and  there  is  none,  the  discovery  proves  nothing  as  to  the 
main  question. 

The  Pickering  contract  called  for  “one  catted  chimney 
of  12  feet  long  and  four  feet  in  height  above  the  top  of 
the  building.”  If  we  understand  correctly  the  argument 
on  page  14  of  the  “Story  of  the  Meeting  House”  it  is 
this : —  By  assuming  that  twelve  feet  long  means  twelve 
feet  high,  and  that  twelve  feet  high  means  not  twelve 
feet  from  the  ground,  but  twelve  feet  outside  above  the 
eaves  and  thatch,  through  which  the  brick  or  cobble  work 
is  supposed  to  have  projected,  the  deduction  is  made 
that  the  ridge-pole  of  the  meeting-house  was  eight  feet 
higher  than  the  top  of  the  side  walls.  The  fact  that  the 
ridge-pole  of  the  Nichols  building  is  about  eight  feet 
above  the  top  of  the  side  walls  has  been  cited  as  another 
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point  of  corroboratory  evidence.  There  was  no  chimney 
in  the  Nichols  building  when  it  was  examined  in  1859 
but  “a  certain  disturbed  condition  of  the  timbers”  has 
been  noticed  as  perhaps  indicating  the  previous  location 
of  a  chimney. 

As  to  the  actual  size  of  the  fireplace  in  the  meeting¬ 
house  a  certain  town  record  seems  conclusive.  In  1662, 
at  a  meeting  of  the  selectmen,  it  was  ordered  “thatabeere 
be  provided  at  the  charge  of  the  towne  for  carryinge  of 
Corpses  to  buryinge  and  the  chimney  in  the  meeting  house 
is  the  place  appoynted  for  it  to  stande  in.”  We  are 
convinced  that  “twelve  feet  long”  in  the  Pickering 
contract  meant  twelve  feet  wide  ;  that  nothing  is  known 
or  can  be  known  concerning  its  height,  and  that  no 
coincidence  can  be  established  in  respect  to  the  roof, 
between  the  Nichols  building  and  the  first  meeting-house. 

This  is  all  the  evidence  which  has  heretofore  been 
adduced  in  corroboration  of  the  tradition,  and  in  all  the 
material  bearing  upon  the  situation  we  have  been  unable 
to  find  any  additional  evidence  in  support  thereof.  We 
cannot  attach  probative  weight  to  the  evidence  referred 
to,  and  are  forced  to  the  conclusion  that  the  assertion  of 
the  identity  of  the  Nichols  frame  and  the  frame  of  the 
first  Puritan  meeting  house  depends  on  tradition, 
substantial!}'  uncorroborated ;  and  that  tradition  in  this 
respect  is  unfounded. 

Our  consideration  of  the  tradition  would  be  incomplete 
without  reference  to  another  point  of  view. 

The  point  has  been  well  taken  that  the  tradition  traced 
to  the  Pope  family  that  “it  was  made  from  the  meeting¬ 
house”  may  have  referred  to  the  first  Quaker  or  Friends’ 
Meeting-House. 

Research  in  the  Registry  of  Deeds  and  in  the  records 
of  the  Friends’  Monthly  Meeting,  detailed  in  Mr.  Perley’s 
report,  pp.  1 19—143,  determine  the  following  facts.  Upon 
a  lot  of  land  just  east  of  the  present  site  of  Grace 
Church,  on  Essex  Street  in  Salem,  one  Thomas  Maule,  a 
Quaker,  built  a  meeting-house  for  “ye  people  called 
Quakers”  in  the  year  1688.  This  meeting-house  was  used 
by  the  Quakers  until  1718.  In  that  year  they  built  a 
larger  meeting-house  on  the  other  side  of  the  street,  to 
wit,  on  the  land  which  is  now  the  “Quaker  Burying 
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Ground.”  The  larger  meeting-house  was  forty  by 
thirty  feet. 

From  a  study  of  dimensions  in  the  chain  of  title  and 
from  certain  deeds  given  in  1788  by  one  James  Blythe, 
administrator  of  Mary  Ford,  it  appears:  first,  that  the 
old  meeting-house  was  added  to  and  became  part  of  a 
dwelling-house,  and  so  continued  on  its  original  site 
until  after  1750  ;  second,  that  the  old  meeting-house  did 
not  exceed  twenty-four  feet  ten  inches  in  length,  and  was 
probably  somewhat  less  than  this  in  length ;  third,  that  a 
division  of  the  lot  on  which  the  meeting-house  was  built 
was  made  in  1788  by  running  a  boundary  line  directly 
over  and  across  the  site  of  the  building,  without  any 
mention  of  its  existence,  the  fair  inference  from  which  is 
that  before  1788  the  first  Quaker  meeting-house  had  been 
taken  down  or  removed. 

It  is  cited  that,  at  this  time,  Enos  Pope  and  Enos  Pope, 
2nd,  to  whom  the  tradition  is  traced,  were  living;  and 
that  the  tradition  has  not  been  traced  to  an  earlier  time. 
The  Popes  were  Quakers.  The  tradition,  such  as  it  is, 
comes  from  a  distinctly  Quaker  environment.  From  the 
Pope -Nichols  premises  to  the  site  of  the  first  Quaker 
meeting-house  it  is  less  than  half  the  distance  to  the  site 
of  the  first  Puritan  meeting-house. 

The  committee  refrain  from  speculating  as  to 
probabilities  suggested  by  these  facts.  It  is  enough  here 
to  say  that  they  lead  otherwise  than  to  corroboration  of 
the  claim  that  the  frame  of  the  Nichols  building  is  the 
frame  of  the  first  Puritan  meeting-house. 

III.  What  IS  Known  Concerning  the  Meeting-House. 

There  was  a  meeting-house  in  1635.  The  records  are 
silent  as  to  its  dimensions,  or  any  other  facts  concerning 
the  same.  In  1639  an  addition  was  made  to  the  meeting¬ 
house  of  1635,  —  "to  be  25  foot  long,  and  of  the  breadth 
of  the  old  building,  with  a  gallerie  answerable  to  the 
former,  one  catted  chimney  12  foot  long,  and  4  foot  in 
height  above  the  top  of  the  building.  Six  windows,  two 
on  each  side,  and  two  at  the  end,  and  also  a  pair  of  stairs 
to  ascend  the  gallerie  suitable  to  the  former.”  From  1639 
to  1670,  various  votes  are  recorded,  concerning  repairs 
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upon  the  meeting-house.  In  1670,  a  new  meeting-house 
was  built  “about  60  foote  long  50  foote  wide  and  about  20 
foote  highe  in  the  stude,  and  to  be  sett  vp  at  the  west  end 
of  the  old  meeting  house  towards  the  prison.”  The  old 
meeting-house  of  1635  and  1639,  stood,  after  the  new 
meeting-house  was  built,  until  1672.  In  August  of  that 
year  a  warrant  was  issued  for  a  town  meeting  “to  Consider 
whether  the  old  meeting  house  shall  be  taken  downe  or 
Sould  as  it  now  stands etc.  August  17,1672,  it  was  voted 
that  the“old  meeting  house  be  reseru’d  for  The  Towne  use, 
to  build  a  skoole  house  &  watch  house.”  At  the  same 
meeting  it  was  voted  that  it  be  taken  down  and  carried 
“into  Some  conuenient  place  wher  it  may  be  reseru’d  for 
the  Townes  use.”  Constables  were  appointed  to  warn  30 
men  a  day  to  appear,  t(»  help  to  take  it  down,  and  August 
19,  1672,  was  the  day  when  the  work  of  tearing  down 
should  begin.  Thus  it  is  clearly  indicated  by  the  records 
that  the  old  meeting-house  was  taken  down,  and  the 
timbers  laid  away  —  piled  up  in  some  convenient  place  — 
subject  to  use  by  the  town  later,  if  seen  fit.  Then  the 
building  of  1635,  and  the  addition  of  1639,  ceased  to  exist, 
as  the  old  meeting-house.  April  15, 1673,  a  town  meeting 
was  called  for  April  21,  1673,  “to  Consider  what 
Instructions  shall  be  given  to  the  select  men  ;  Concerning 
building  a  schoole  house  &  watch  house  of  the  timber  of 
the  old  meeting  house,  or  otherways  to  dispose  of  it,”  and 
on  April  21, 1673,  a  committee  was  appointed  “to  Agree 
with  a  Carjienter  or  Carpenters  to  build  a  house  for  the 
towne,  which  may  serve  for  a  schoole  house  &  watch-house 
and  town  house  of  the  timber  of  the  old  meeting  house 
according  as  the  timber  will  bear.”  November  10,  1674, 
it  was  “agreed  that  the  towne  house  shall  be  sett  up  by 
the  prisson.”  In  1677,  the  town  house  was  removed  up 
the  street  (  our  present  Washington  Street)  and  opposite, 
or  nearly  so,  to  where  now  stands  the  house,  formerly  of 
Brookhouse.  Various  repairs  on  the  same  were  made 
necessary  by  the  removal.  May  19,  1679,  the  chamber 
in  the  town  house  was  ordered  to  be  fitted  up  for  Court 
to  meet  there.  In  1719,  a  new  Town  and  Court  House 
was  built  near  the  meeting-house.  A  new  watch-house 
was  built  in  1712, — that  also  not  far  from  the  meeting¬ 
house.  From  1719  to  1760  the  Town  House  of  1674  was 
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used  mostly  for  school  purposes,  and  during  all  these 
years  various  repairs  were  made.  In  1759  the  subject  of 
building  a  new  school  house  was  agitated,  and  on  May  19, 
1760,  it  was  "voted  that  the  School  House  to  be  Imilt  in 
said  town  shall  be  erected  in  "y*"  School  House  Lane 
where  the  committee  for  building  s'*  House  proposed, 
being  to  northward.”  Here  the  town  records  abruptly  end. 

Now  what  of  the  town  house  and  school-house  of 
1674?  We  are  not  without  knowledge  upon  this  subject, 
for  Colonel  Benjamin  Pickman,  in  a  manuscript  left  by 
him,  says,  concerning  this  old  building,  "Opposite  to  Mr. 
Derby’s  house  stood  in  the  centre  of  the  street  an  old 
wooden  school  hou8(*,  which  was  formerly  the  Court  House, 
and  where  the  witches  were  tried.  This  last  house  was 
pulled  down  in  1760.  My  curiosity  often  led  me  to  view 
the  place  where  those  unfortunate  persons  were  tried  in 
those  deluded  times.” 

Thus  from  the  records  it  is  shown  that  the  First 
Meeting  House  in  1635,  with  the  addition  of  1639,  was, 
in  1672,  torn  down,  and  its  limbers  piled  away  in  some 
convenient  place, —  that  in  1674,  those  timbers,  worth 
using,  were  used  in  building  a  house  for  the  town,  for  a 
school-house  and  watch-house  and  town  house, — that  this 
last  building  stood  until  1760,  and  by  the  written  testimony 
of  Colonel  Benjamin  Pickman  this  building  (then  an  old 
building)  was  torn  down. 

Although  the  records  d*)  not  disclose  the  dimensions 
of  the  new  building  constructed  in  1674  from  the  timber 
of  the  meeting-house  "according  as  it  would  bear,”  we  do 
know  certain  facts  concerning  it.  As  already  shown  from 
the  records,  there  was  a  "chamber”  in  it.  In  1678, 
Samuel  Stone  contracted  to  build  two  chimneys  in  the 
town  house,  "one  below,  and  a  Chamber  Chimney  large, 
good  substantial  worke.”  This  chamber  was  large  enough 
to  accommodate  sessions  of  the  Court.  In  1679,  Captain 
John  Price  was  chosen  and  "desired  with  speed  may  bee  to 
tittthe  Towne  House  Chamber  soe  as  may  bee  conveynent 
for  the  Court  to  meete  theere.”  The  Imilding  was  fitted 
with  a  bell  turret  in  1692.  In  the  same  year  it  cost 
forty-four  pounds  five  shillings  to  shingle  all  the  eastern 
side  with  choice  cedar  shingles.  In  1696,  on  the  petition 
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of  the  selectmen  of  Salem  for  "proportioning  ye  charge 
of  ye  Court  alias  Towne  House,”  the  Court  ot  General 
Sessions  ordered  that  "one  half  of  ye  charge  for  the 
reparation  of  said  House  be  Discharged  from  time  to  time 
hy  ye  County  and  ye  other  half  by  ye  Town  of  Salem.” 

Not  only  did  the  new  building  of  lt572  have  a  chamber, 
it  also  had  a  garret.  In  1699  it  was  voted  to  provide 
"twenty  water  buckets,  and  Two  Iron  hooks  or  Poles  to 
fasten  hold  on  a  house  to  Pull  itdowne  when  a  tire  and  to 
be  keep  in  ye  towne  house  Garrett  and  marked  T :  S 
In  1702  it  was  ordered  that  the  closet  in  the  chamber  be 
titted  u|)  "to  keep  ye  Towne  arms  in.” 

It  seems  therelore  necessary  to  assume  that  a  building 
put  to  the  uses  thus  indicated  must  have  been  considerably 
larger  than  that  which  we  are  preserving.  If  ever  the 
tirst  Pui  itan  meeting-house  was  timbered  on  a  20  by  17 
plan,  the  theory  that  its  timbers  went  into  a  lumber  pile, 
then  into  the  construction  of  another  building  of  the  size 
and  character  indicated  by  these  records,  then  were  once 
more  disjointed,  and  finally,  after  a  century  and  a  quarter 
of  separation,  came  together,  posts,  (ilates,  rafter  and 
ridge  pole,  each  tenon  seeking  its  old  mortise,  seems  to 
impute  nothing  short  of  a  miraculous  restoration. 

The  committee  are  unanimous  in  the  conclusion  that 
the  frame  of  the  Iiuilding  now  preserved  in  the  rear  of 
Plummer  Hall  is  not  the  frame  of  the  tirst  Pux'itan  meeting¬ 
house  erected  in  Salem.  The  foregoing  report,  as  a 
whole,  is  subscribed  with  certain  (pialitieations  on  the  part 
of  individual  members  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  Hines  bases  his  conclusions  upon  the  record 
evidence  alone,  and  deems  it  unnecessary  to  consider 
traditions  or  to  allude  to  any  former  investigations. 

Mr.  Buckham  suggests  that  no  one  knows  or  i.-*  likely 
<‘ver  to  know,  what  has  become  of  the  timbers  of  the 
meeting-house  built  before  1639.  It  cannot  be  proved, 
either  that  thej'  have  been  destroyed  or  preserved,  d'here 
is  at  least  a  possibility  that  they  may  still  be  in  existence  ; 
if  so  the  tradition  that  the  building  in  the  rear  of  the 
Institute  was  "made  from  the  First  Meeting  House”  is  not 
wholly  without  value.  Too  much  widght  should  not  be 
attached  to  so  limited  a  tradition  ;  but  neither  should  it  be. 
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in  his  judgment,  wholly  ignored.  He  suggests  that  the 
building  now  known  as  the  First  Meeting  House  be 
preserved  as  it  is,  but  uo  longer  with  the  title  "  The  First 
Meeting  House,”  and  that  in  order  to  prevent  mis¬ 
conception  a  tablet  be  placed  ujion  it  containing  some 
such  statement  as  this  :  An  old  tradition  affirms  that  this 
building  was  made  from  the  First  Meeting  House. 

Mr.  (iove  desires  to  add  that  the  tradition  being  onl}' 
that  the  building  was  "made  from  the  first  meeting-house,” 
does  not  affirm  the  identity  of  the  frame,  and  that  he 
finds  no  good  ri'ason  for  believing  that  the  alleged  first 
meeting-house  now  presi'rved  contains  any  of  the  material 
of  the  original  first  meeting-house  of  the  Puritans  in 
Salem.  He  believes  there  is  only  a  remote  possibility 
of  this  being  true,  and  that  it  is  extremely  improbable. 
The  tradition  not  being  found  outside  of  the  Pope  family, 
who  were  (Quakers,  he  believes  it  more  probable  that  it 
refers  to  the  "first  meeting-house”  of  the  Friends  or 
(Quakers. 

Having  reached  the  general  conclusion  herein  indicated, 
your  committee  desires  to  exjiress  deep  regret  that  the 
conclusion  does  not  coincide  with  that  of  the  honored 
and  able  gentlemen  apjiointed  to  investigate  this  subject 
in  Their  honesty  and  earnestness  of  purpose, 

tlu^ir  reverence  for  the  past,  their  disinterested  desire  to 
serve  tht‘  Institute,  the  community  and  posterity,  by 
rescuing  from  destruction  what  they  deemed  to  be  a 
sacred  relic,  seems  to  us  worthy  of  the  highest 
coniiuendation  and  gratitude.  If  it  were  but  emulated, 
this  spirit  of  devotion  to  the  past  and  of  regard  for  the 
future,  would  save  many  a  valuable  memorial,  better 
authenticatetl  than  this,  now  unhapj)ily  left  to  neglect 
and  decay.  With  their  })urpose  we  heartih'  sympathize 
and  for  their  ability  we  cherish  the  highest  respect,  but 
from  their  results,  we,  at  this  more  critical  period,  with 
greater  perspective,  find  ourselves  compelled  to  dissent. 
To  them  the  discovery  of  this  old  building  and  the 
accompanying  tradition  came  as  a  captivating  novelty  :  to 
us  it  has  become  a  (|uestion  of  historical  criticism. 

The  old  building  which  they  caused  to  have  removed 
to  its  present  location,  believing  it  to  be  the  first  meeting 
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house,  is  neither  a  fraud  nor  an  imposture,  but  simply,  in 
our  judgment,  registers  the  honest  mistake  of  a  zeal  that 
outran  the  facts.  We,  on  our  part,  do  not  hi}'  claim  to 
infallibility,  but  with  the  aid  of  such  facts  as  we  have 
been  able  to  secure,  we  have  approached  the  (jiiestion 
without  prejudice  and  have  endeavored  to  discharge  to 
the  best  of  our  ability  the  trust  committed  to  us. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Alden  P.  White, 

E/ra  D.  Hines, 

^  William  H.  (tove, 

T.  Frank  Waters, 

John  Wrioht  Buckham, 

Committee. 


Salem,  Massachusetts, 
April  22,  1903. 


EVIDEXC^K  KET.ATIVE  TO  THE  AUTHENTICITY 
OF  THE  "FIRST  CHURCH”  (SO-CALLED) 

IN  SALEM. 

COI-I.ECTEU  KOK  THE  KSSEX  INSTITUTE,  SALEM,  TIIKOUGII  ITS  COMMITTEE, 

BY  SIDNEY  PERLEY. 

REPORT. 

To  Alden  P.  White,  Es(j.,Ezra  I).  Hines,  Esq.,  William 
IL  Cove,  Esq.,  Rev.  John  W.  Buckham  and  Rev.  T. 
Frank  Waters,  Committee  of  the  Essex  Institute  to 
whom  was  referred  the  question  of  the  authenticity 
of  the  First  Church,  so  called,  in  Salem  : 

(lENTLRMEN  : — 

Having  been  engaged  by  you  to  secure  all  evidence 
bearing  upon  the  identity  of  the  timbers  now  contained  in 
the  little  Imilding  standing  in  the  rear  of  Plummer  Hall 
with  the  first  meeting-house  in  Salem,  I  report  to  you 
herewith. 

I  have  examined  all  the  records  and  also  gathered  the 
traditions  that  are  thought  to  have  a  bearing  upon  the 
((uestion  involved. 

I  have  also  made  a  careful  study  of  the  frame  of  the 
building  as  it  now  exists,  and  made  drawings  of  the  same 
drawn  to  scale  that  a  better  understanding  than  that 
gained  by  a  written  description  might  be  had  of  them. 
The  only  fault  in  the  way  of  conveying  information  in 
this  way  is,  perhaps,  in  this,  that  the  drawings  show  the 
timbers  as  being  more  even  and  regular  in  size,  shape 
and  finish  than  they  really  are  in  their  crude  condition. 

My  purpose  has  been  simply  to  gather  the  evidence, 
and  not  to  present  any  argument  or  proffer  personal 
conclusions  as  to  what  the  evidence  tends  to  prove  or 
disprove.  I  have  taken  no  side  in  the  controversy,  and 
have  conscientiously  sought  and  secured  all  the 
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information  I  could.  If  there  is  anythin"  in  this  report 
that  seems  to  have  no  bearing  upon  tlie  subject  the 
committee  can  treat  it  as  thougli  it  had  not  been  rendered. 

The  matter  of  the  court  sittings  prior  to  1(579  seemed 
to  have  a  bearing  upon  the  necessary  si/e  of  the  court 
room.  Tompkins  Inn  is  given  because  it  is  so  prominent 
in  one,  at  least,  of  the  traditions.  This  is  also  true  of 
the  Quaker  meeting-house.  A  map  of  all  sites  is  given 
to  show  relative  distances  that  the  building  or  its  timbers 
may  have  been  moved. 

The  number  of  members  of  the  church  and  population 
of  the  town,  inasmuch  as  all  who  could  do  so  were 
com])elled  to  attend  church  in  those  days,  have  a  most 
important  bearing  upon  the  number  of  persons  that  the 
meeting-house  must  seat.  Salem  then  included  Mar¬ 
blehead,  Peabody,  Danvers,  Beverly,  AVenham  and 
Manchester,  and  all  of  those  territories  had  a  scattered 
population. 

The  character  of  the  settlers  of  Salem  certainly  is 
evidence  of  the  kind  of  meeting-house  that  they  would  be 
likely  to  build,  and  the  fact  that  they  were  Puritans  and 
not  Pilgrims  should  not  be  overlooked. 

I  may  be  allowed  to  call  attention  to  the  traditions. 
Whatever  they  may  be  worth,  in  connection  with  positive 
facts,  as  evidence,  it  is  but  proper  and  just  for  me  to  add, 
that  they  are  all  of  Quaker  origin. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Sidney  Perley. 

Salem,  July  1,  1901. 


EXTKA(5TS  FROM  SALEM  TOWN  RE(5()RDS. 

22 :  f) :  1(53.’).  "Divers  fpeaches  about  (Amvenient 
places  for  ihops,  for  workmen,  as  at  the  end  of  the 
meeting  houfe  from  willm  ♦  *  *>  corner  fence.” 

28  :  1  :  163(5,  by  the  thirteen  men  :  "Its  agreed  that 
willm  Lord  is  to  haue  a  tooe  acre  lott  as  nere  as  may  be 


•  Torn  off  in  the  original,  l>eini;  at  the  margin  of  the  leaf. 
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among  the  10  acre  lotts,  in  lieu  of  pte  of  his  howfe  lott 
tliiit  he  hath  givento  the  meeting  howfe.” 

10:  2  mo:  1(!37,  by  the  town’s  representatives:  "Jn“. 
Sweet  2"’  to  meeting  houfe  ought.” 

1,5:  3:  1(537,  at  a  general  town  meeting  "  m*' Sharpe 
hath  remitted  freely  by  the  Towne  y**  4"’  he  vnd''writ  for 
meeting  houfe.  Rut  .In"  Sweet  2"’  is  not  remitted.” 

1'):  1  1:  1(537,  at  a  meeting:  "ARVerin  his  accompt 
*  *  *  Paid  to  Adams  for  daubing  of  the  meeting  houfe 
00  12  04  *  *  *  Paid  to  .Tolin  Bufhnell  toward  theglaffing 
of  the  windows  in  the  meeting  howfe  00  07  04.”  "Samuell 
.\rehers  account  Paid  to  Addams  more  for  daubing  the 
meeting  houfe  00  1.5  (5.” 

12:  Omo  :  1(538:  "Itm  is  agreed  that  Nathaniell  Porter 
fhall  haue  for  the  fweejnng  of  the  meeting  howfe  & 
ringing  of  the  Rell  tliftie  fhillings  pannu.” 

31  :  10:  1(538,  at  a  general  town  meeting:  "Agreed 
that  there  fhould  forth w*''  an  addition  to  the  meeting 
howfe  be  builded  &  that  there  fhould  be  a  rate  made 
c'i  leuied  for  the  jiayment  thereof  The  7  men  to  see  it 
eti'ected  &  to  pay  for  it.” 

"The  agreem‘  betweene  the  towne  &  John  Pickeringe 
the  4“'  day  of  the  12‘'‘  mone‘'‘  1(538 

"(lirft  hee  is  to  build  a  meetinge  howfe  of  2,5  footc  longe, 
the  bn'adth  of  the  old  buildinge  w‘''  a  gallerie  anfwerable 
to  the  former:  One  (’atted  Chimney  of  12  foote  longe  & 
4  foote  in  height  aboue  the  top  of  the  buildinge.  The 
back  whereof  is  to  be  of  brick  or  ftone.  This  building 
is  to  haue  fix  futiicient  windowes-  2  on  each  fide  &  2  at 
the  end.  &  a  pre  of  itaires  to  afeend  the  galleries  futeable 
to  the  former.  This  building  is  to  be  couered  w‘''  inch  & 
halfe  planck  &  inch  board  vpon  that  to  meete  clofe :  And 
all  this  to  be  futficientlie  finifhed  w*'‘  daubinge  &  glaffe  & 
vnderpinninge  w*''  ftone  or  brick  w‘'’  cariadge  &  all  things 
neceflivry  by  the  faid  John  Pickeringe :  In  confideration 
whereof  The  faid  ,Tohn  Pickering  is  to  haue  (l-S'**  in 
money  to  be  jiaid  at  3  paym**.  The  tirft  payment  21'*’  at 
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the  be"inninge  of  the  worke  The  2**  payni‘  21"*  when  the 
frame  is  reared.  The  3“*  paym‘  is  21"’  w’’"  is  to  be  paid 
at  the  tinifhing  of  it.  And  it  is  agreed  That  if  it  be 
found  by  indirt'erent  men  that  the  faid  John  Pickeringe 
hath  deferued  3"*  more  •  Then  the  towne  is  to  pay  it  him 
If  it  be  found  the  (aid  .John  hath  deferued  3"’  leffe.  hee  is 
to  abate  it :  And  the  faid  John  Pickering  dorth  Couennt 
to  finifJi  it  by  the  15‘''  day  of  the  4"‘  moneth  next  enfuinge 
the  date  heereof.  In  witnes  whereof  both  pties  haue 
fubfcribed  heerevnto. 

Jo  :  Endecott 
Jo  Woodbery 

John  Pickering  Will  Hathorne 

Lawrence  Leach 
Koger  Conant 

L5  :  3  :  lfi39,  at  a  meeting  :  "paid  to  John  Pickeringe 
4'"  5®.  bel'ides  the  2  lirft  paym"'  for  the  building  of  the 
meeting  howfe  :  the  8“‘  day  of  the  5“'  mone"' :  1839.” 

20  :  9  ;  1839:  "graunted  3"’  10*.  a  yeare  to  Brother 
Porter  for  making  cleane  the  meeting  howfe.” 

14:  7:  1840,  at  a  general  town  meeting:  Ordered, 
"That  there  fhall  a  rate  of  L5"’  be  nvifed  &  gathered  for 
the  paym‘  of  the  b<>f>kes  of  records  &  for  the  keeping  of 
the  meeting  howfe  3"’  -  15*  to  o'  brother  Nath  :  Porter. 
&  2"’  -  10*  to  o'  brother  Horne  &c.” 

3:  12mo:  1644,  at  a  general  town  meeting:  "Henry 
Burtfell  is  chofen  to  keepe  the  meeting  houfe  to  fweepe 
it  &  keepe  it  cleane  vpon  all  occafions  of  publiq  meeting 
&  is  to  haue  yeare ly  Three  pounds  &  15*  to  be  paid 
proportionablie  euey  halfe  yeare :  The  time  hee  began 
his  work  is  the  firft  day  of  the  11  month  called  Januarie.” 

29  :  4  :  1848,  at  a  general  town  meeting :  "Ordered 
that  there  fhall  be  no  buriall  w*''in  the  towne  but  that 
there  fhall  be  word  giuen  to  the  kee{)  of  the  meeting 
howfe  to  ring  the  bell  whereby  notice  may  be  giuen  to 
the  towne  thereof,  a  little  before  the  buriall.  And  the 
said  keep  to  haue  three  pence  for  his  paynes.” 
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23:  12:  1646,  at  a  town  meeting:  "Capt  Hawtherne 
&  m’’  Corwine  hauing  pinised  to  puid  nailes  for  the 
Couering  of  y*  meeting  houfe  the  firft  optunity  are  to  be 
paid  in  Come  at  money  price.” 

30:  7:  1647,  at  a  meeting  of  the  seven  men:  "m’’ 
Georg  Corwine  &  Will  Lord  hau  vndertaken  to  puid 
ftones  &  Clay  for  the  repaire  of  the  meeting  houfe  &  to 
bring  it  or  Caufe  it  to  be  brought  in  plac  the  next  week. 

"m'.  Corwine  hath  pmifed  to  puide  fpeedyly  for  the 
(’ouMnge  of  the  meeting :  flue  hundred  nailes :  &  is 
pmifed  to  be  payd  for  y“  to  his  Content.” 

3  :  12  mo  :  1647,  at  a  meeting  of  the  seven  men  :  "M'' 
Corwine  &  Sam  Archard  &  Will  Lord  be  Deputed  to 
tak  the  towne  Iron  from  Good  :  Rumbole  &  the  towne 
Bords  for  y®  meeting  home.” 

15  :  9  :  1651,  at  a  general  town  meeting:  "Beniamin 
Felton  Chofen  to  take  care  of  the  meeting  houfe  in 
Birchams  Roome  and  to  haue  the  fame  wages  Bircham  had 
and  to  gyue  warning  of  meetings  &  burialls  bye  the  bell 
&c.” 

Nov.  10,  1655,  at  a  general  town  meeting:  Tax  levied, 
among  other  things,  for  "  mendinge  meetinge  houfe  02- 
00-00.” 

Jan.  16,  1656,  at  a  general  town  meeting  :  "it  is  agred 
that  thear  fhall  be  I^te  of  50"’ :  for  the  repairing  of  y 
meeting  houfe.  voted.  Its :  agreed :  that  m*'  Will : 
Browne  shall  haue  the  foie  maneginge  of  the  Repayringe 
of  the  meetinge  |1  house  1|  &  to  haue  the  Rate  pd  to  him  :  & 
to  Dif  burfe  it  for  the  vie  abouefd  :  &  the  Rate  foe  to  [be] 
leuied  that  he  the  fd  m^  Browne  may  be  noe  loose  [r]  in 
the  difburtm*®” 

3:  12mo :  1656-7,  at  a  general  town  meeting: 
"Thomas  Oliuer  Chofen  to  Continue  his  imploymt  in 
Ringing  the  bell  and  looking  to  the  meeting  houfe  for 
this  enfuing  yeare  and  vntill  the  towne  take  further  order 
voted.” 
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8  :  4mo  :  1857,  at  a  meeting  of  the  selectmen  : 

"  tior  ordering  the  feats  in  the  meeting  houfe  to  (’ontinue 
during  the  townes  pleafure 

"  Impr  it  is  agreed  that  m*’  william  Browne  &  m'' 
Georg  Corwin  fhall  be  feated  w“'  maior  hathorne  in  that 
jg  trailed  the  magiftrate  feate 
''  that  the  feate  of  m”  Endieot  being  enlargd  we  agree 
that  m'"*  hathorne  &  m'^  Corwin  fhalbe  there  baited 

"  that  in*'®  Price  fifter  Elizabeth  Browne  the  wile  of 
JohnBrowne  &  fifter  Grafton  &  the  wife  of  fergimt  Porter 
we  agree  they  fhalbe  feated  in  the  fecond  feate  where  m™ 
hathorne  &  m''®  Corwin  latelie  fate 

"  that  Sergant  hale  his  wife  &  llninces  Skerie  hif  wife 
are  to  fitt  in  the  feates  of  Price  &  fifter  Grafton 
"  that  m”  Xorris  fhall  be  feated  w*''  m*'*  Browne 
"  that  filter  Prince  to  be  feated  where  fergent  Porters 
his  wife  latelie  fate 

"  that  fergent  Porter  fhall  fitt  in  the  feate  w‘''  Capt 
Trafk.  ” 

22  :  (5 :  1857,  at  a  general  town  meeting:  Tax  levied, 
among  other  things,  "  for  the  m<‘eting  houfe  ')()"’ :  00® :  00'' 
for  Ringing  the  bell  05  :  00  :  00  :  foraneiv  bell  &  hamring 
18:  00:  00.” 

22  :  1  :  1(557-8,  at  a  meeting  of  the  selectmen:  "Its 
agreed  that  the  fore  feat  in  the  South  Gallery  fhalbe  fet 
apt,  ffor  thofe  pfons  to  be  feated  in,  vidz  :  Alex  :  Seeres 
Tho :  Barnes  Job  lleliard  Rich  Leech  Rich  Adams 
Mordechai  Cmuat  Will  Trafk  Josejih  Grafton  Jur' 
Sam"  Porter  Tho  :  Sallowes  Andrew  :  woodbury  Arthur 
Kippin  Tho  :  Robbins.” 

21 :  9  :  1(558,  at  a  general  toivn  meeting :  A  tax  levied, 
among  other  things,  "  Ifor  the  mending  of  meeting  houfe 
00-12-00  rt'orthe  belringer  0.5-00-00.” 

'  lb 

In  a  bill  of  Nath,  tfelton,  1(557,  is  this  charge  :  "  p  100 
Clabbord  for  the  meeting  houfe  00  05  00/’ 


1  This  name  is  crossed  out  in  the  original  record. 
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In  an  arcount,  14:  10:  1657,  are  the  following 
items  :  "  bill  to  Good  :  Olljver  for  ringing  the  bell  05  00 
00  *  *  *  a  bill  to  m’’  Corwin  for  the  bell  &  m”  Goose  18 
00  00  *  *  *  a  bill  to  m’'  Browne  for  repayring  meeting 
houfe  50  00  00.  *  *  *  a  bill  to  m’’  Browne  for  Raysing  the 
bell  05  00  00.” 

In  a  bill  of  Henry  Sker3%  in  1656,  is  this  item: 
"  Goo  Horns  mending  meting  houfe  00  :  06  :  02.” 

3:6:  1657,  at  a  meeting  of  the  selectmen  :  "  Leaue  was 
giucn  to  Richard  Harue  Taylour  to  mend  vj)  the  little  houfe 
Joyning  to  the  meetinge  ||houfe||  &  make  vfe  of  it  for  a 
fhopp  at  the  Townf  pleafure.” 

0  :  9  :  1657,  a  memorandum  mentions  "  the  key  of  the 
meeting  houf.” 

29:  9:  1659,  at  a  general  town  meeting:  "  Ther  is 
liberty  graunted  to  Thomas  Hale  to  buld  a  shopp  adoyinge 
to  the  meetinge  houfe  were  the  felect  men  shall  apoynt  it : 
&  to  enioy  it  at  the  Towns  pleafure.” 

15  :  3  :  1660,  at  a  meeting  of  the  selectmen  :  "  Its  agreed 
by  the  Select  men  one  pty  &  Will  Lord  fen  other  that 
vppon  a  deferenc  about  fome  Land  aboute  the  meetinge 
houfe  :  pt  of  the  fd  Lords  houfe  lot  formerly  &  wh  he  the 
faid  lord  faith  was  never  yet  pd  for  wee  do  in  the  name  of 
the  towne  to  fatiffie  him  for  all  that  jit  of  his  houfe  lot 
wh  was  formerly  layd  to  the  fettinge  of  the  meeting  houfe 
vpon  and  all  the  land  that  is  now  unfenced‘  round  about 
the  meetinge  houfe  &  what  elc  abou  this  houfe  or  houfs 
that  lyeth  unfenced,*  Confirme  to  him  that  land  that  is 
Granted  to  him  vpon  Condicon  in  the  year  16  :  5-1638  : 
as  alfo  ten  Acres  of  land  to  be  layd  out  to  him  in  fome 
place  aboute  Tho  :  James  farme  :  &  fo  towards  M*"  Downings 
farm  :  to  demand  it  fome  tyme  within  a  twelve  moneth  or 
elc  to  be  void  :  &  this  to  be  fule  end  &  fatiffacon  for  all  his 
Clayms  as  aboue  &  ||in|l  phnifes  fpecified  :  puided  this 
intendeth  none  of  the  fd  Lords  land  between  his  houfe  & 
the  Riuer, 

"  witness  william  Lord 

"  Henry  Bartholmew” 


*  Enfenced? 
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Nov.  12,  at  a  town  inepting :  "To  niendinge 

meeting  houfe  to  Rich  Adams  6'^ :  more  10'" :  0-16-0  *  *  * 
To  glaffinge  meetinge  houfe  02-10-0.” 

April  22,  1661,  at  a  meeting  of  the  Selectmen  :  "Serge  : 
Jn®  Porter  placed  in  the  Deacons  feat.” 

7:11  mo  :  1661,  at  a  meeting  of  the  selectmen  :  "  wee 
are  to  take  notic  of  the  Compla^'iit  of  Rich  Bit  hop  about 
the  diforder  in  fitting  at  meeting  houfe.  *  * 

"  Grauntcd  to  Sefiall  pfons  vnd''  named  to  build  a  feat 
by  the  fouth  (lallery  in  o’’  meetinge  houfe  :  to  fuch  others 
betides  that  the  towne  shall  jdace  there 

"  Jn”  Putname  f  Jobe  llelliard 

Jn®  marfhe  I  tfr  Colliner' 

.In"  Cromwel  Tho  Barnes  , 

Jn®  Becket  I  Ifack  williams 

JofHuchenfon  Theo :  Price.” 

March  3,  1661,  at  a  general  town  meeting  :  "Tho  :  Oliver 
prefentinge  to  the  towne  his  defire  to  lay  downe  his  place 
of  Ringinge  the  hell  and  lookinge  to  the  meetinge  houfe 
it  is  left  to  the  felect  men  to  provide  fome  other  and  to 
make  agreement  with  the  ptie  for  his  anuell  wagis  not 
exceedinge  the  fom  formerly  given  of  5"’.” 

6  :  Imo  :  1661,  at  a  meeting  of  the  selectmen  :  "Agreed 
with  Henry  Weft  to  ringe  the  bell  and  make  cleane  the 
meetinge  houfe  for  the  yeare  infninge  and  to  be  p*'  for  the 
yeare  fine  pownde  more  he  is  to  haue  18'’  for  each  graue 
he  fhall  digire  onely  from  the  midell  of  the  10th  m®  to  the 
midle  of  the  12th  m®  he  fhall  be  alowed  as  he  and  the 
pties  liy  whom  he  is  imployed  fhall  agree  and  if  they 
cannott  agree  with  him  then  they  are  at  libertie  to  agree 
with  any  other.” 

6:  4:  1662,  at  a  meeting  of  the  selectmen:  "ordered 
that  a  beere  be  provided  at  the  Charge  of  the  tonne  for 
caryingeof  Corpfes  to  buryinge  and  the  cliimnay  in  the 
meetinge  houfe  is  the  place  apoynted  for  it  to  itande  in 
and  who  ever  fhall  make  vfe  of  it  for  the  end  as  aboue  is 
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hereby  inioyned  to  bringe  it  fafe  and  fet  it  in  the  place 
appoynted  within  twentie  tbure  houres  vppon  penaltie  of 
two  fhillings  six  pence.” 

24  :  1 :  1662—3,  at  a  meeting  of  the  selectmen  :  "Granted 
to  Henry  Weft  a  bill  to  Rob :  Lemon  for  live  pownds  due 
to  him  for  his  wagis  for  Ringinge  the  bell  and  looking  to 
the  meetinge  houfe  for  the  yeare  paft.” 

8:8:  1663,  at  a  meeting  of  the  selectmen  :  "ordered  that 
Capt :  Curwin  take  care  forth  with  to  fee  the  meetinge 
hoiife  be  repaired  vidz :  that  the  wall  at  the  fouth  end 
II  and  where  it  nedeth  ||  be  daubed  and  the  windowes 
mended  and  that  it  bee  groundelllld  where  there  is  need.’’ 

15  :  12  :  1663,  at  a  meeting  of  the  selectmen  :  "Granted 
to  Henry  Welt  a  bill  to  the  Ciinftables  for  51b  due  to  him 
for  wagis  for  Ringinge  the  bell  and  keepinge  the  meetinge 
houfe  for  the  yeare  paft  •  •  * 

"granted  to  m*'  Price  a  bill  for  V  due  for  a  peece  of 
timl)'  for  the  meetinge  houfe.” 

18  :  9  :  1665,  at  a  general  town  meeting :  "tlbr  Glafing 
and  Keping  the  meeting  houfe  03  :  00 :  00.” 

April  21,  1666,  at  a  meeting  of  the  selectmen  :  "It  is 
ordered  thiit  the  wach  shall  begin  y*"  6rft  of  the  3‘''  m"*'‘ : 
that  ther  sliall  lie  fower  fuflSshent  wachmen  everie  night: 
that  the  wach  shall  begin  at  Eight  of  the  clock  in  the 
evening :  and  that  the  meeting  houfe  is  to  be  the  wach 
houfe  vntill  another  be  built :  and  that  this  be  fignifyd 
to  the  ('onstables.” 

Nov.  17,  1666,  at  a  general  town  meeting:  To  levy  a 
tax  to  pay  "  To  :  Henry  west  for  Ringing  the  bell :  05  :  00  : 
00  *  •  *  To  the  Repairing  of  the  meeting  houfe  05  :  00 : 
00.” 

March  22,  1666-7,  at  a  meeting  of  the  selectmen  :  "It 
is  ordered  that  m'"  Edmund  iWtcrs  is  defired  and 
impowered  to  see  the  meetting  ||houfe||  i-epayred  :  and  to 
order  whoe  shall  sitt  in  the  seats  at  the  south  end  :  boath 
aboue  and  bellow  the  gallerle  :  wheare  the  Chimney  was 
llbrmerly .” 
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May  3,  1667,  at  a  meeting  of  the  selectmen:  "It  is 
ordered  and  agreed  that  John  Orms  and  John  marfh  : 
shall  hiiue  libertie  to  build  a  feat  at  the  weaft  end  of  the 
meeting  houfe  vnder  the  gallerie :  puided  they  take  in 
Into  them  soe  many  as  the  lelect  men  think  meet: 

"Graunted  :  m’’  Eliezur  Hawthorne  nr  John  Corwin 
and  Company  lil)ertie  to  ;  build  a  feate  ;  in  the  ftront  of  the 
south  Gallerie :  puided  that  it  doth  nott  Anoye  thole  that 
(1  are  II  behind  them:  neyther  thofe  that  are  feted  vnder 
the  Gallerie  :  and  that  thev  take  in  with  them  soe  many  as 
the  lelect  ||  men  ||  Jndg  meet  and  convenient.” 

16:9:  1 667 ,  at  a  general  town  meeting  :  "voated  that  the 
lelect  men  :  tak<(  care  for  to  rejiaire  the  meetinghoufe : 
and  11‘or  yt  end  are  Impowered  to  levie  a  towne  Kate  for 
the  Charg  of  it :  and  for  repayring  hie  wayes,”  etc. 

19:10:  1667,  at  a  meeting  of  the  selectmen  :  "Graunted 
vnt<» :  Henry  weast  a  bill  for  Ringing  the  bell  and  Clening 
the  meeting  houfe  05  :  00  :  00.” 

19  :  1:  1667-8,  at  a  general  town  meeting  :  "In  Answer 
to  willm  Lord  his  Reejest  he  is  already  paid  for  the  land  on 
wh  the  meetinge  houfe  doth  stand  and  about  the  meetinge 
houfe  and  he  may  take  vvhat  further  Courfe  he  feeth  good.” 

Nov.  30,  1668,  at  a  meeting  of  the  selectmen  :  "M'' 
Willm  Hrowne  fen  &  Jno  Pickeringe  ar  defired  to  take 
care  of  ye  mendinge  of  the  meetinge  houf.” 

7  :  8mo :  1669,  at  a  meeting  of  the  selectmen  :  "Sold  to 
Jn"  Corwine  the  townes  grounds  next  adoyning  to 
Edward  Wharton  for  the  lust  fum  of  hue  pounds  to  be  pd 
for  glafs  &  other  neffeffary  abut  Repairing  of  the  meeting 
houle  *  •  * 

"('apt  ('orw’ine  is  defired  to  take  the  Oufight  of 
Repairg  of  the  meetinge  houfe  :  and  hath  accepted  of  it.” 

20:  10:  1669,  at  a  general  town  meeting:  "Jn" 
Pickering  for  expenfes  about  meeting  houfe  &  other 
things  00-1 6-Ot).” 

21  :  12  :  1669,  at  a  meiding  of  the  selectmen  :  "wee: 
apoynte  that  the  Constable  vppon  the  next  Lecture  Day 
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giuc  notice  :  that  vpon  the  feeond  day  of  the  weeke  wh 
wilbe  the  7“’  of  inarch  next  for  the  Choife  of  Select  men 
Si  for  to  Coni  id''  to  build  a  new  Meeting  houfe  :  as  alfo  to 
Confid"  of  a  (iramm  fcoole  niaifter  &  Chiofe  of  a  packer 
of  beafe  SiC.” 

7  :  lino  :  l()G9-70,  at  a  general  town  meeting :  "Its  left 
to  the  felect  men  to  Confid''  and  ppare  their  thoughts  in 
ord*"  to  the  buildinge  of  a  New  meclingi'  houfi*  or  to  fitt 
vp  the  old,  and  all  things  in  Reference  to  the  buffines 
and  to  p'fent  it  to  the  Towne  vppon  the  first  Tufedaj  in 
April  next,  and  th<'  meane  tyme  tlie  felect  men  to  Kepaire 
the  meetinge  houfe,  for  w'  is  of  neffafity.” 

Ajnil  o,  1()70,  at  a  general  town  meeting  :  "Its  ord''ed 
that  there  shalbe  a  new  meeting!!  houfe  built  for  the 
worship  and  holy  feruice  of  god  in  publicke,  and  that  it 
be  about  GO  foote  longe  50  foote  wide  and  about  20  foote 
highe  in  the  itude,  and  to  be  ft'tt  vp  at  the  west  end  of 
the  old  meetinge  houfe  towards  the  prifon,  and  that  Ab 
^\'ill  Browne  fen  Capt  George  Corwine  Edmond  Batter 
ifi  m''  Bartholmew  are  Impowivd  to  agree  with  Carpenters 
etc  ((ther  workmen  for  ti>  build  fd  houh*  and  tinish  it,  not 
to  exceeding  the  fume  ||of||  one  tlioufand  pounds  price.” 

IS  (19V)  :  5:  1G70,  at  a  general  town  meeting:  "Its 
ord'ed  that  the  jiayin*  for  the  buildinge  of  the  meetinge 
houfe  shalbe  raifed  by  a  Rate  The  felect  men  are 
Impowred  to  Raife  ct  make  tin*  Rate  for  the  paymt  of 
fum  for  buildg  of  New  meeting  houfe.” 

29  :  () :  1G70,  at  a  meeting  of  the  selectmen  :  "ItsOrdVd 
that  Genall  Towne  meetinge  bee  warned  vpon  the  next 
lectur  day :  to  meet  \  })on  the  fixt  day  of  the  weeke 
followinge  at  9  of  the  clocke  in  the  morninge  :  for  the 
Choife  of  a  grandiury  as  alfo  Constabls  :  &  to  fetle  the 
bulTines  about  the  new  meetinge  houfe.” 

12;  7  mo:  1G70,  at  a  general  town  meeting:  "Its 
Ordered  that  Capt  Georg  Corwine  m''  Jno  Corwine  m'' 
Will  Browne  Jun  &  Edmund  Batter  are  apoynted  and 
Impowered  to  linifh  the  agreemt  with  Jno  ffiske,  and 
C\)lect  Receiue  with  the  helpe  of  the  Constabls  if  need 
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be  to  ;  and  to  make  pay"*  for  the  cariinge  on  the  buildinge 
of  a  new  meetinge  houfe  according  to  a  forin  voat  of  the 
towne.” 

23:  9:  1670,  at  a  meeting  of  the  selectmen:  "Its 
ordered  that  what  timber  trees  that  haue  been  felled  & 
haue  lyen  vnocupied  aboue  a  mone**’  vpon  the  Towne 
Comon  it  shalbe  lawfull  for  Jno  fiske  to  take  them  for  the 
ufe  of  the  meetinge  houfe.” 

March  3,  1670-1,  ata  general  town  meeting  :  "  Hennery 
Weft  Defir’d  to  be  DifmiFd  from  Ringing  of  the  bell. 
And  the  Towne  Reffer’d  it  to  the  Select  men  to  make 
choice  of  another,  and  to  Agree  w***  him.  Accordingly 
the  Select  men  haue  made  choice  of  Benjamin  ffelton,and 
.4greed  with  him,  to  Allow  him  as  Hennery  weft  had 
formerly.  *  *  • 

"Nath.  Pickman,  his  Demand  of  fourteen  shillings  for 
worke  done  about  the  Meeting  houfe,  is  allow’d.” 

Nov.  20,  1671,  at  a  general  town  meeting:  "Its  ordM 
that  the  Select  men  shall  take  care  to  repaire  the  meeting 
houfe.” 

Jan.  16.  1671,  at  a  meeting  of  the  selectmen  :  "Bills 
(iraunted  to  pay  the  Towne  Debts  *  *  *  pd  to  Willm 
Seagraue  for  ringing  the  bell  05  :  00  :  00  *  *  *  To  Serg* 
Browne,  for  mending  filafs  for  y*  meeting  houfe.  00  : 
17:00.” 

April  18.  1672,  ata  meeting  of  the  selectmen  :  "Agreed 
w**'  Thomas  Maule  to  ring  the  Bell  and  and  Sweep  the 
meeting  houfe,  for  this  year  and  he  is  to  haue  Six  pownds 
for  his  pains.” 

Aug.  7.  1672,  at  a  meeting  of  the  selectmen:  "Its 
ord''d  that  ther  be  a  Generali  Towne  meeting  warn’d  the 
next  Lecture  day  for  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Towne  to 
meet  on  Saturday  next  come  Senett,  w*^*'  will  be  the  1 7**' 
day  of  this  p''sent  month,  at  9  of  the  Clock  in  the 
morning,  to  Confider  whether  the  old  meeting  houfe  shall 
be  taken  downe  or  Sould  as  it  now  stands.”  &c. 
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Aujr.  17.  1G72,  at  a  general  town  meeting  :  "Its  voated 
that  the  old  meeting  houfe  be  referu’d  for  The  Towne 
ule,  to  build  a  skoole  houfe  &  wateh  houfe 

"  Its  voated  that  the  old  meeting  houfe  shall  be  taken 
downe  and  that  Euery  family  in  the  Towne,  and  whieh 
lielong  to  the  Towne,  shall  sinid  one  man  of  a  familjAo  helpe 
to  take  it  downe,  and  to  C'aiy  it  into  Some  conuenient  place 
wher  it  may  be  referu’d  for  the  Towne  ufe,  and  that  for 
tyme  when  to  begin  to  doe  it  and  the  number  of  men  to 
worke  eaeh  da}’  it  is  left  to  the  Select  men  to  Appoint 

"The  old  pulpitt  and  the  Deacons  Seat  is  Giuen  to  the 
Ifarmers.  Voated. 

"The  stones  of  the  viidTining  of  the  old  meeting 
houfe  and  the  (’lay  of  the  old  meeting  houfe  is  Giuen  to 
JiV  Ififke.” 

Aug.  17,  l(i72,  at  a  meeting  of  the  selectmen:  "Its 
ord''d  the  old  meeting  houfe  b(‘  begun  to  b(^  taken  downe 
tlie  19“*  of  this  p'sent  month,  and  the  Conftables  are 
Ap|)ointcd  to  warn.  GO  men  a  day,  to  appear  to  helpe  to 
take  it  downe,  and  they  are  to  begin,  to  warnc  them  at 
strong  watter  Imioke,  and  soe  downwards  to  the  lower 
End  of  the  Towne.” 

dan.  28,  1G72,  at  a  meeting  of  the  selectmen  :  Items  in 
accounts:  "To  m*' Gedncy  Sen'' for  Expiniees  in  takeing 
down(‘  the  old  meeting  houfi*  the  Seleet  mens  Expenees 
O') :  08  :  00  ♦  *  ♦  To  Xath  Pickman  Sen''  for  worke  to  y® 
old  meeting  houfe  00  :  04  :  00.” 

April  15,  1073,  at  a  meeting  of  the  selectmen:  "Its 
ordered  tliat  A  generall  towne  meeting  l>e  warned  for 
thee  Inhabitants  of  the  towne  to  meet  together  on  munday 
next  bc'ing  the  21“'  of  Aprill  at  twelvi*  of  the  Clock  to 
('onsidcr  what  Instructions  shall  be  given  to  the  seleet 
men  :  Concernin<;  buildin'r  a  schoole  house  &  wateh 

house  of  the  timber  of  the  old  meetinghouse  or  otherways 
to  dispose  of  It.” 

April  21,  1073,  at  a  general  town  meeting:  "voated 
that  nr  w"*  Browne  seirCapt  price  I'c  nr  Samuell  Gerdner 
are  apointed  Empowrc'd  to  Agree  with  a  Carpenter  or 
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('arpontcrs  to  build  a  house  tor  the  towuc  M-hich  may 
.serve  for  a  sehoolehousi!  &  Match-house  &  to\viu‘  house, 
of  the  timber  of  the  old  meetin<rhou.se  aeordiug  as  h 
timber  will  bear.” 

10:  Ihno :  1(174,  at  a  meeting  of  the  selectmen: 

"  Agreed  that  the  towmi  howfe  fhall  be  fett  up  b}'  the 
prilVon  &  william  douton  to  Kayfe  Itt  with  what  speed  he 
Can. 

"tlmnfis  Nuree  being  In  debt  to  ye  toM'iie  fix  pounds 
8/(1  :  he  doth  IntJadge  to  pay  ye  fayd  tome  In  a  fortnight 
In  fhingles  for  the  Towne  howfe  at  tntften  fhillings  P 
thouland —  or  as  toAV  Inditlerent  men  fhale  {irizo  y"‘  being 
cqualy  Choffen.” 

12  :  lino  :  1(174-;'),  at  a  general  toMn  meeting:  "  Voti-d 
yt  3"e  mony  fix  {)ounds  leueenteen  fhillengs  8'*  ye 
ouerplofe  of  nr  higenfons  debt  Is  Commetti'd  Into  ye 
hands  of  ye  feleetmen  to  defj)ofe  of  to  weleam  douton 
toward  ye  building  of  ye  town  lioufe  deleuered  Into 
major  hothorns  hands.” 

April — >,  1(17(1,  at  a  g«‘neral  town  meeting:  "The 
reiaoueing  of  y*^  prisson  setting  of  itt  In  another  place 
is  wholey  Left  to  y*^^  Select  men  Itt  is  alsoe  Left  to  y*^ 
Select  men  to  agree  w‘’‘  any  for  y*  linishing  of  y*'  to\vne 
house.” 

"  Memorandum, — 

"That:  Major:  W"'  IlaM'thorn  hath  Left  In  his  hands 
thirteen  pounds  In  mony  belonging  to  y'  towne :  ri'.s'' : 
cVc  Laid  out,  for  bulletts  part:  and  remoueing  V'  Towne 
house,  w‘'‘  other  (Jiarges  as  y  ace".”  * 

Jan.  2,  167(1,  at  a  meeting  of  the  .selectmen  : — 

"W"  Dounton  (hedC 

"  By  :  building  y'"  towne  house  frame  eighteen  pds.” 

9:1:  1(17(1-7,  at  a  meeting  of  the  freemen  :  "  (Jraunted 
to  M'' :  Jn"  :  Gedny  .seir  :  a  bill  of  nine  pounds  six  shillings 
cVc  5'' :  three  pounds  od  mony  of  w'*'  was  upon  niiseing  y' 
towne  house  y*'  rest  Exspendcd  by  y®  Select  men.” 
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9:  0 :  1(>73,  paid  to  Maiiaseth  Marston  in  land  for 
"p  l(KU)  Clabords  for  y"'  towne  lioufe  04  :  00.0.’’ 

June  10,  1077,  at  a  town  meeting:  "  Voated  y‘  y‘ : 
towne  house  shall  bee  renioued  Into  y‘’  street  neer  about 
Jn"  Koapes  his  house.” 

Sept.  3,  1077,  "  Selectmen  haue  Agreed  w‘'‘  Daniell 
Andrews  to  build  y'  ('himnies  &  to  fill  &  Larth  y‘’  walls 
of  y*’  Towne  house  alsoe  to  und''  pin  y‘‘  same  In  Consid¬ 
eration  w'  '‘  liee  is  to  haue  y'  sum  of  - 

"Agreed  w‘''  JiC  Scelling  to  finish  y*'  Towne  house: 
vie  to  shingle  Claboard  floares,  windows,  stares  &  all 
other  things  needfull  w‘'‘  respect  to  C’arpenters  worke, 
as  is  more  Largely  Expressed  In  y*^  Agreement.  In 
( 'onsideration  of  w''‘  hee  is  to  haue  twenU’  pounds,  one 
third  mony  two  thirds  In  goods  A-  prouisions.” 

March  la,  1077-0,  at  a  meeting  of  the  selectmen  :  "To 
Mr.  H.  (iedny  :  pd  for  renioueing  y‘'  towne  house  01  : 
0,"> :  00  *  *  *  to  :yc  remain''  Laid  out  In  boards  A  shingles 
fory'  Towne  house — bought  by  Cap'  Corwine” 

May  22,  1(!70,  at  a  meeting  of  the  selectmen  :  "  Agred 
with  Samuell  Stone  to  build  two  Chimnies  in  the 
townehoufeone  below  and  a  Chamber  Chimny  large,  good 
Substantial!  worke  and  to  prouid  Labourers  upon  his 
ownc  Charge  for  w''‘‘  he  is  to  haue  tine  pounds  in  merchan' 
Indian  Come  at  IT  p  bl.  or  goods  at  a  portionable  rate  A 
to  doe  the  worke  forth  with." 

14  :  4  :  lt>7<S,  at  a  meeting  of  the  selectmen  :  Allowed 
"To  Geo  Both,  in  p'  for  his  worke  about  Towne  houfe  p'' 
him  by  manaf'  marston  0.  4  :  4  'fo  Alix*  mackmaly  for 
worke  on  the  Towne  houfe  0.  H.  0  To:  JiT  milke  for 
worke  on  the  Towne  houe  0.  7.  0  *  *  * 

"Res'  123  fott  J  Glafe  for  v'  Towne  houfe  d'*  p.  —  3  : 
4 :  8.” 

12  :  12  :  1(>77  :  "p*^  bords  Clay  dung  A  Carting  bricks 
for  Towne  houfe  as  p""  Acc"  (19  :  02  :  00.” 

19:  0  :  1()78,  at  a  meeting  of  the  selectmen:  "Jn” 
Skelling  D'  to  i>aid  him  towards  his  worke  upon  the 
Towne  houfe  *  *  * 
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"  Rcsaued  p*"  Morke  upon  the  Tomtic  houfc  according 
to  agreiii'^  -  20 :  00:00  p  worke  about  the  (Jalerj  at 
Towne  houfe  04 :  11 :  11 

6  :  1  ino :  1078-9.  Sam’*  Beadle  cr.  "p  41  balester  for 
the  Towne  houl'e  2:1.  0.” 

1682.  James  Poland  Cr.  "p  Iron  M’ork  for  the  Towne 
houfe  as  p*"  Acc"  1.  17  :  4.” 

23  :  9  :  1080.  Geo.  Booth,  Jo^  nor  Cred'"''  1078  p  worke 
upon  the  Towne  houfe  p  Ace"  3  :  7.  0  p  work  vpon  ye 
towne  houfe  p  Ace”  1079  3.  0.  0.” 

31 :  10:  1079  M''  Jn"  Gidn}' tTed'’"p  board  for  Towne 
houfe :  2:16:  0.” 

1(577.  ''T  under  pining  the  towne  houfe  30’.” 

Ma}’  19,  1079,  at  a  meeting  of  the  selectmen  "Cap* 
John  price  is  Chofen  t'i  desired  with  what  si)eede  may 
be(^  to  fitt  the  Towne  houfe  Chamber  soe  as  may  bee 
Convenyent  for  the  ('ourte  to  meete  theere” 

"C’red''  p'  payd  Sy™  Booth  for  town  houfe  worke  2'*.” 

31:  10:  1079.  "m''  Hran*'’  Skery  is  Dr  *  *  *  p*'  Carting 
boards  to  the  towne  houfe  0  :  08.  00” 

1081.  Peter  Chever.  Cr.  "T  32  B  lime  for  y*"  towne 
houfe  12d.” 

1082.  "T  work  mend"  glafs  for  meeting  houfe  &  town 
houfe  :  10  :  00.” 

"Imj)’’  aboue  2bb  of  Lime  &  haire  of  ('apt.  W"  Browne 
aboute  ^  load  clay  of  .Jeremiah  Rogers  aboute  100  Brick 
batts.  from  y  towne  houfe  tVec.” 

Constable  .In”  Leach.  Cr.  "T  p'  Rob*  fuller  for  M'ork  on 
Townhoufe  0  :  3  :  6.” 

10  :  11  :  1083,  at  a  me<“ting  of  the  selectmen  :  "Giuen 
Sam’  Stone  anoute  to  Ch’’  Phelps  for  Kh  O'*  dew  to  him  for 
worke  on  the  Towne  houfe  formerl3\” 

18:  12:  1083,  at  a  meeting  of  the  .selectmen:  ".Tn" 
Cooke  Cr  p  hooks  ftaplesfor  y'  Towru;  houfe  0.  18.  0.” 
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.lunc  12,  1()88,  at  a  meeting  of  the  selectmen:  "The 
Selectmen  of  Salem  haueing  Considered  of  the  necefsary 
(charge  for  y®  mayntcnancii  of  y®  poore,  Kepayr  of  Bridges 
High  Wayes,  Repay  ring  of  y®  meeting  houie  Town  House, 
Sclioolehouse,  Cage,  &  Stocks  doe  Judge  itt  necefsary  for 
the  defra^dng  the  aforesaid  Charge  that  there  be  One 
hundred  Seauenty  fower  jiounds  in  (^urr*  pay  Raysed  by 
the  Inhabitants  &  that  Cap‘  John  Price  &  C’ap‘  John 
Higginson  are  desired  to  prefent  this  aboue  agreement  to 
two  Justices  of  y®  peace  one  of  them  of  the  Quoram  for 
Approbation  of  the  Same  According  to  law.” 

Jan.  2,  1694-5,  at  a  meeting  of  the  selectmen : 
"Ordered  that  there  be  a  Sutable  bell  bought  for  the 
Town  houfe  and  forthwith  hanged  in  a  Sutable  territ  to 
be  built  on  Said  houfe  for  that  End  and  Said  ('harge  to  be 
defrauid  out  of  the  mone}'^  rec''  of  m''  Deliu*’ance  Parkman 
for  the  Land  he  had  taken  in  of  the  Townes  ncer  Tho : 
Verrys.” 

March  8,  1694-5,  at  a  meeting  of  the  selectmen  : 
"  Agreed  with  Deacon  John  Marston  to  Shingle  all  the 
Eastern  Side  of  the  Towne  houfe  with  (dioice  Ceder 
Shingle  the  Said  Marfton  to  linde  Shingle  nails  &  boards 
for  Staging  &  Euery  thing  for  the  accomplifhing  Said 
worke  at  his  own  Cost  &  Cliarge  &  to  finifli  the  'Same 
workmanlike  with  all  ('onvenient  Speed  for  which  the  Said 
Marfton  is  to  bo  paid  by  tho  Towne  four  pounds  fifteen 
fhillings  in  money.” 

"  hifsex  fc  Att  a  fTcnemll  Sefsions  of  y®  Peace  holden  at 
Salem  June  30“'  1696  On  Petition  of  y®  Selectmen  of  Salem 
for  y®  Proportioning  y®  (Miarge  of  y®  Ckiurt  houfe  alias 
Town  houfe  in  Salem  On  Confidei’ation  Whereof  this 
('ourt  Orders  that  y®  one  half  of  y®  (diarge  of  y®  Reperation 
of  SaidHIoufe  be  Discharged  from  Time  To  Time  by  y® 
County  and  ®  other  halfe  by  y®  Towne  of  Salem 

"  ('opia  Vera  h^xarn''  p  Steph :  Sewall  Cler” 

Sept.  23,  1699,  at  a  meeting  of  the  selectmen  :  "('ap“ 
Sam"  Browne  is  desired  to  Repair  y®  School  houfe  att  y® 
Towne  Charge  as  Sone  as  may  be.” 
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Dec.  18,  1(599,  at  a  general  town  meeting:  "  Voated 
'I'liat  y“  Selectmen  doe  Prouide  at  C'harge  of  y*^  'Fowne 
Twent}’^  Watter  buckets  goods  and  Two  Iron  hooks  an 
Poles  To  Hasten  hold  on  a  houfe  to  Pull  it  downe  when  a 
fire  and  to  be  Keepin  y  Towne  houfe  Garrett  and  marked 
T :  S 

Feb.  9,  1(599-1700,  at  a  meeting  of  the  selectmen  : 
"Purfuant  to  y*'  Inftruetions  of  y’  Towne  |1  to  |1  us  y® 
Selectmen  y®  9“'  May  1(599.  Its  Agreed  and  Orderd  that 
y®  School  bell  be  rung  atSeuen  of  y®  C'lock  in  y‘'  morning 
and  flue  in  y‘‘  Afternoon  from  y*'  first  day  of  March  to  y® 
first  day  of  November,  and  at  Eight  of  y®  Glock  in  y® 
^loring  and  four  in  y®  Afternoon  from  y®  first  day  of 
November  to  y®  first  day  of  March  Annually,  and  y®  School 
to  begin  and  End  Accordingly.*’ 

Aug.  25,  1701,  at  a  meeting  of  the  selectmen  :  "  Order'’ 
y‘  Dan"  Epes  find  y®  AVatch  at  y®  Town  houfe  w"‘  wood 
for  this  year.” 

June  9,  1702:  "  Whearas  the  Justices  I'c  Selectmen  of 
Salem  have  ordered  AVatch  of  (four  men  Every  Night  to 
be  Kept  at  y®  watch  House  in  Town  House  streete  therefore 
all  jiersons  are  to  take  Notice,  viz*  ”  <^c. 

March  1.'),  1702-J,  at  a  meotinji  of  the  selectmen: 
"Ord''  y*  Alaj''  Sam"  Browne  doth  fit  up  y®  elofet  in  y®  T. 
houfe  Chamber  to  keep  y®  Towik-^  arms  in.” 

Oct.  23,  1704,  at  a  meeting  of  the  selectmen  :  ”  Ord** 
yt  y.  'p  Treafer  be  defired  To  get  y®  Town  houfe  AVindows 
mended.” 

Jan.  1,  1704-.5,  at  a  meeting  of  the  selectmen  :  "  Ord"^ 
y*  Jn®  Kogers  fen''  have  a  Note  on  T.  Treas®®  for  9"''  for 
mending  y®  School-houfe  AA'indows.” 

Aug.  1 ,  1 70(5,  at  a  meeting  of  the  selectmen  :  "  Ord''  y* 
y®  T.  Treas®r  Supply  y®  School  w"'  a  Bell  Rope.” 

July  18,  1707,  at  a  meeting  of  the  selectmen  :  Ord''  y* 
Nich.  Neho  have  a  Note  on  y®  T.  Treas®  for  2/(5  for  work 
done  at  y®  T.  houfe.  Note  given.” 
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Aug.  1707,  at  a  meeting  of  the  selectmen:  "Ord'' 
Majo''  Sam"  Browne  Ksejuire  Is  desired  To  Repair 
Watch  houfe  Town  houfe,  as  he  Tliinks  is  Xeedfull.” 

Sept.  2(5,  1707,  at  a  meeting  of  the  selectmen  :  "Ord" 
'Fhat  Majo’’  Sam"  Browne  Es(|''  T.  Treas"'  is  defired  To  get 
y*'  School  houfe  Windows  mended.” 

Sept.  1(5,  1709,  at  a  meeting  of  the  selectmen  :  ''Ord'" 
'I’liat  y"'  Treaf*'  is  Did'ired  to  get  y‘'  Towne  houfe  ^^'^indows 
mended.” 

March  14,  1711-2,  at  a  meeting  of  the  selectmen: 
"Ordered  y'  m’’  John  Iligginson  Juif  be  desired  to  rcjiair 
y'  school  houfe,  viz'  windows,  tables  formes,  benclies, 
claybording,  and  w'else  he  thinks  necefsary,  and  y'  he 
have  a  note  on  y*'  town  'Freafurer  for  paying  the  fame 
wdien  he  shall  giue  in  his  acc''*  of  disbursin'’'" 

April  8,  1712,  at  a  meeting  of  the  selectmen  :  "  Ordered 
y'  the  I'own  Treafurer  fup])ly  y‘’  watches  w"'  wood 
Charcoal,  candles  and  oyle  for  y*’  year  Knfuing,  and  that 
he  rejiair  y‘'  meeting  houfe,  and  Town  houfe  as  the 
Selectmen  shall  direct  for  y''  year  Enfuing.” 

.Vpril  29,  1712,  at  a  meeting  of  the  selectmen  :  "  ordered 
yt  y>  Towm  Clerk  make  out  a  Warrant  to  Warn  a  town 
meeting  for  •  *  *  Erecting  a  suitable  watch  houfe  nighy'' 
meeting  houfe  w"‘in  y®  bridge,  y®  other  not  being  thought 
a  convenient  1| place |1  but  much  out  of  y®  way.” 

May  1712,  at  a  town  meeting:  "Voted  that  it  Hisjl 
left  to  Col®  Samuel  Browne,  iMaj*’  Stephen  Sc  wall  &  Maf 
John  Turner  to  gett  a  Convenient  Watch  houfe,  built  nigh 
y®  melding  houfe  afores"  of  what  dimensions  they  shall 
Judge  suitable,  and  that  3’®  Selectmen  order  |)ayment  of 
y®  same  wdien  the  account  shall  be  brought  in  of  3’®  cost 
of  said  watch  houfe.”' 

June  10,  1712,  at  a  meeding  of  the  selectmen  :  an  article 
in  a  \varrant  for  a  town  meiding:  "To  Consider  of  an 


'  “In  the  miihile  of  the  utreet,  hetween  Miillikiii’n  shop  and  Sle.arns  and  Waldo’u 
hrlok  Htore.  stnod  In  my  day,  a  watch  hoiHc.  with  it  liandson  wooilcn  .-iddicr, 
carved  hy  I.eininon  Mcadle  on  tin*  top.  On  the  soldier  was  .\nnc  Iteiina,  in  tf‘d'1 
letters,  1712.”  —  n/'Cul.  Ileiijumin  /‘ickmiin,  I7'J!};  JCusix  lii!<tilitle  Hist, 

Col.,  17;  !i;i. 
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Enlargcm‘  of  School  in  this  town,  and  y''  methods 
Avhereb}'^  it  may  be  performed  and  Supj)orted  :  whether  in 
having  an  afsistant  to  y‘'  Grammer  School  mafter,  or  a 
M'riteing  School  maitcr  district,  as  y*"  town  shall  fee  meet ; 
yt  Pf)  yv  readers,  ^^’^riters  and  Cypheri'rs,  may  b('  fully 
biught,  to  the  Generali  fatisfaction  of  y‘'  town,  that  y' 
M’hole  may  not  be  ftunted  and  spoiled,  and  that  y‘'  old 
M'atch  houfe  be  titted  up  for  accommodation  of  y*  same.” 

June  Id,  1712,  at  a  town  meeting :  "Voted  That  y*'  old 
Watch  houfe  adjoyning  toy*'  toM'n  houfe  be  for  the  future 
fett  apart  and  Improved  for  a  School  houfe  for  the  teaching 
and  Inftructingof  youth  in  writeing.  Cyphering  ;  marriners 
art  and  perfecting  in  Reading,  and  that  y*  same  be  repaired 

titted  Conveniently  for  y‘‘  ufe  aforc's*'  by  y*'  Town 
Treafurer,  as  the  Committy  formerly  chofen  for  y* 
Grammer  School  fhall  direct.” 

Oct.  24,  1712,  at  a  meeting  of  the  selectmen  :  "Ordered 
y‘  Col®  Samuel  BroM’iie  haue  a  note  on  the  town  Treafurer 
for  thirty  one  pounds  feven  shillings  &  I**  for  so  much 
disburst  by  him  in  building  y*'  new  watch  houfe.” 

Oct.  19,  1713,  at  a  meeting  of  the  selectmen  :  "ordered 
y‘  M'  Samuel  Phillips  haue  a  note  on  y**  Town  Treafurer 
for  nine  shillings  for  his  Son's  ringing  y'  Schooll  Bell 
untill  y*'  2,')“‘  of  Se])temhor  last  past.” 

Dec.  16,  1713,  at  a  meeting  of  the  selectmen  :  "ordered 
y‘y'Town  Clerk  giue  y*' Town  ||Trcafu'  |l  y*' aee“  of  y*' 
disburstm*’*  on  y*'  Town  houfe  in  order  to  be  laid  before  her 
majesties  Justices  of  y®  Court  of  Sefsions  at  their  Next 
Sefsions  on  y*'  last  Tuesday  of  Dec''  Instand,  forallowance  ; 
and  y*^  Count}' to  pay  him  their  half  as  formerly.” 

May  8,  1716,  at  a  meeting  of  the  selectmen  :  The  town 
treasurer  was  f)rdered  "To  jiay  (/oll”  Sam"  Brown  Eseffor 
disburftments  on  the  Schoole  houfe;  36/6^,  To  pay  C’ap 
Price  for  disburftments  on  the  Schoolhoufe  £4  :  18-9.” 

Feb.  6,  1716-7,  atameeting  of  the  selectmen  :  "Ordered 
That  }’*■  Town  Tnaifu''  pay  the  Acc‘  that  the  Comittee  for 
y*^  Schools  haue  giuen  in  for  A  Stone  &  Setting  it  u})  in 
the  writeing  &  Reading  School,  Amounting  to  y*'  Sum  of 
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Eight  pounds  two  fhilling.s  &  1**  it  being  Examined  & 
Allowed.” 

Sept.  13,  1717,  atanieeting  of  the  selectmen  :  "Ordered 
'rhat  y''  Treafurer  pay  Unto  Sam"  Swafey  Jun'"  Twelue 
fhillings  for  Kinging  the  School  ||bell||  £0  :  12  :  0  for  One 
Year  to  y*’  1 of  d  uly  laft  as  p.  the  School  Uomitte’s  Noat.” 

Aug.  4,  1718,  at  a  meeting  of  the  selectmen  :  "Ordered 
That  the  Treafur'  pay  Unto  Will'"  Young  Seuen  fhilling 
it  being  his  Aee‘  for  mending  &  Setting  of  Olafs  for  the 
Town  houfe” 


"The  Uounty  of  Essex  Dr. 

"To  difburftments  on  y*'  Town  houfe  viz 
"March  1715  To  paid  dn"  Rogers  for  mending 

the  Glass  5/4".  5  :  4 

"To  paid  Benj"  dues  for  mending  Ditto  7/  7:0 

"To  paid  dohn  Phii)pen  12".  1  :  0 

i3T4 

"Nov  4  171(5  To  paid  Will'"  Young  for 

mending  y'' Glals  8/9".  Nails  2".  8  11 

"1(5  To  a  Stock  Lock  for  y''  'fown  houfe  Door 

&  Nails  2  — 

"daif  14,  1717/8  4'o  paid  AVill"'  Young  for 

Glafing  the  Town  houfe  3  — 

"May  8  To  paid  MMll"’  Young  for  Glafing 

the  Town  houfe  9  9 

"Aug‘  7  To  jiaid  Will"'  Young  for  Glafing 

the  Town  houfe  7  9 

"To  Nails  3"  3 


"2  5  —  ” 


Oct.  (5,  1718,  at  a  meeting  of  the  selectmen  :  "Ordered 
That  the  Treafur''  pay  Unto  Will"'  Young  fiue  fhillings 
&  3"  it  being  his  Ac(4  for  glafs  and  mending  the 
Windows  of  the  School  houfe.” 

Feb.  4,  1718-9,  at  a  meeting  of  the  selectmen  :  Article 
in  warrant  for  town  meeting  : — 

"To  (’onfider  the  j)ro|)ofall8  of  Ilis  Maj*''"  duftices 
of  this  County  for  the  building  of  A  new  Town  houfe 
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here,  they  otlerin"  in  behalfe  of  the  County  to  do  A  piirt, 
If  this  Town  will  Join  with  them  theiTin.  Alio  to 
Confider  of  X  Suitable  place  where  to  Sett  it,  And  to 
make  Choice  of  One  or  more  iierfons  to  be  added  to  the 
Committee  Already  appointed  by  His  Juftiees  for 

manageing  of  the  Same." 

Feb.  9,  1718-9,  at  a  town  meeting:  "The  propofalls 
of  the  Juftiees  of  the  County  at  their  laft  Sefsions  being 
Read  &  Confidered,  That  whereas  the  Juftiees  in  their 
laft  Sefsions  did  Agree,  That  there  fhould  be  a  new 
Town  &  Court  houfe  built  in  Salem,  the  Shire  Town 
of  the  County,  To  be  About  40  foot  Long  &  30  foot 
wide  with  a  Sutable  Roof  &  Stud  for  two  Stxiries. 
The  Chamber  to  be  fitted  for  the  Entertainment  and 
Conveniency  of  the  Juftiees  and  Courts  to  be  held  in  the 
Town  for  the  County  and  the  Ckiunty  to  pay  one  halfe  of 
the  Chargi'  &  Coft,  provided  the  Town  of  Salem  Join  in  it 
and  will  be  at  the  other  halfe  of  the  Charge  &  Cost  of 
Said  building 

"Wherefore  voted  That  this  Town  doth  accept  of  the 
Juftiees  propofalls,  and  will  be  at  the  halfe  of  the  Charge 
and  Colt  of  building  iJc  tinifhing  the  Said  Town  &  Court 
houfe.  And  we  defire  that  the  Juftiees  will  allow  the 
houfe  to  be  eight  or  Ten  foot  Longer,  which  we  would 
haue  made  and  done. 

"Voted,  That  M""  Will™  Gedney  is  Chofen  &  defired 
to  .Vfsift  &  Join  with  the  Committee  Appointed  by  the 
Juftiees  for  C'arrying  on  the  worke  and  getting  it  done  & 
finifhed  as  Soon  as  may  be  with  Conveniency. 

"Voted,  That  the  placeing  of  the  Town  or  Court 
II houfe II  be  Left  to  the  Committee  to  place  the  Same  in 
or  near  the  Town  houfe  ftreet 

"Voted.  That  whereas  there  may  be  a  Conveniency,  for 
making  a  good  cellar  under  the  Said  Towidioufe,  and  the 
Juftiees  of  the  (^ounty  not  defiring  to  be  done  for  them, 
nor  the  Town  for  them  Therefore  liberty  is  hereby 
Granted  Unto  Samuel  Browne,  Esq*’  and  Such  other  of 
the  Town  as  he  fhall  take  in  with  him  who  fhall  haue 
the  liberty  of  Digging  &  Stoneing  y®  Said  Cellar  provided 
he  or  they  will  be  at  the  Extraordinary  Charge  Occaf  ioned 
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by  the  making  of  ||a||  ('ellar,  Which  Cellar  fhall  be  to 
the  life  and  beiiefitt  of  him  or  them  and  their  Heirs  & 
afsi^rns. 

"\^)ted  That  there  be  a  Tax  of  Two  hundred  pounds 
raifed  on  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Town  for  procurein" 
materials  and  workmen  for  building  Compleating  & 
finifhing  the  Said  Town  &  Court  houfe  and  paying  for 
halfe  the  Charge  thereof,  the  Said  Tax  to  be  made  and 
ap])ortioned  on  the  Said  Inhabitants  the  Year  17151  And  to 
be  Collected  and  paid  into  the  Town  Treafurer  by  the  first 
day  of  December  Next,  and  by  the  Said  Treafurer  is  to 
be  jiaid  into  the  Committee,  who  is  to  take  care  and  bring 
forward  &  accomplif  h  Said  houfe  or  building,  and  to  haue 
it  as  fast  as  the  worke  C'alls  for  it  when  Collected  ;  and 
that  when  the  Said  Town  or  Court  houfe  fhall  be  built 
and  tinifhed.  An  accompt  of  the  same  Shall  be  laid 
Indore  the  Town  or  Selectmen  that  they  may  know  the 
halfe  of  y*'  ('harge  cSc  Coft  of  the  Said  building. 

Dec.  7,  1715(,  at  a  meeting  of  the  selectmen  :  "Ordered 
'I'hat  the  Treafif  pay  I’^nto  Will“'  Young  Eight  fhillings 
&  o'*  it  being  his  acc‘  formending  the  Schoolhoufe  Glafs.” 

May  2,  1720,  at  a  meeting  of  the  selectmen  :  "Ordered 
That  the  Ace*''  giuen  in  by  Coll'*  Hrowne  m''  Gedney  for 
the  repair  of  tin*  watchhoufe  A-  old  Town  houfe  the  Sums 
whereof  amounting  to  Seventy  four  Shillings  i>c  Six  pence 
be  jiafsed  to  the  Treafur’’  for  payment,  they  being 
allow’d.” 

Dec.  4,  1721,  at  a  meeting  of  the  selectmen  :  "Ordered 
That  the  Treafur*^  pay  unto  Miles  Ward  Twenty  One 
Shillings  &  2'*  it  being  his  Acco*  for  a  Table  for  the 
writing  School  &  for  repairing  putting  up  of  Glafs  to 
the  School  Houfe.” 

May  7,  1722,  at  a  meeting  of  the  selectmen  :  "Ordered 
That  the  School  House  be  repaired  it  being  much  out  of 
repair,  that  it  be  h'ft  to  the  Sel(‘(‘tmen  witliin  the  Ri  idge 
to  view  the  Same  to  ( )rder  &  gett  done  what  may  be 
projier  iVc  convenient.” 


'  This  Town-  ami  ('ourt-liouso  was  Imilt  fifty  fcetloiiK  ami  tliirty  wide. 
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Dec.  3,  1722,  at  a  meetin"  of  the  selectmen 
"Ordered  That  the  Treafiir''  pay  the  Acco*^ 
Repair  of  the  School  House  viz 
"  To  Coll”  Bro>vne’s  acc‘  for  boards  Timber 
"To  Tho*  Barton’s  acco‘  for  Clapboards  nails 
etc. 

"To  Benj“  Gerrish’s  acco*  for  Stones 
"To  John  Nuttings  acco*  for  nails 
"To  Will”  Youngs  acco‘  for  makeing  ct 
mending  the  Glais 
"To  Miles  Wards  acco**  for  Ditto 
"To  Paul  Langdon’s  acco*  for  Clapboards 
Shingles  et  Worke 

"To  John  Holliman  for  Mafon’s  worke  & 
painting 

"To  Jon"  Glover  for  42  feet  Timber  for 
A  Ground  cell  @  8’* 


for  the 


4: 

2:  7 

2: 

13:  7 

0  : 

(i:  0 

0: 

13:10 

1  : 

1  :  i; 

0: 

15:  0 

!• : 

18:  1 

2: 

4:  0 

1  : 

8:  0 

'£23 :  2:7” 


May  (),  1723,  at  a  meeting  of  the  selectmen  :  "Ordered 
That  it  be  left  with  the  Selectmen  within  y'  Bridge  to 
haue  a  Survey  upon  the  Bell  free  on  the  School  House 
if  it  maybe  Sufficient  to  hang  the  New  Bell  in.  Now  come 
from  England  in  Cap*  Pear,  and  to  caufe  y*'  faid  Bell  to 
be  hung,  Alfo  to  agree  with  Cap*  Pear  for  the  price  of 
it  and  to  Order  the  pa}”^  therefor.” 

Aug.  5,  1723,  at  a  meeting  of  the  selectmen  : — 
"Ordered  That  the  Treafur’’  pay  unto  (’ap*  Sam"  Pear 
the  ballance  of  his  Acco*  for  the  New  Bell  for  the  School  1, 
Allfo  to  pay  the  Acc*  of  Charge  for  hanging  of  faid  Bell 

"  Town  of  Salem  D*^  to  C’ap*  Sam"  Pear 
"To  A  Bell  q*  H7i  "*  @  It)**  p  "’  Sterl. 

Clapper  &c.  £(5 :  00:  10 

"  Cr.  By  an  Old  Bell  q*  42"'  Sold  at  8" 

Sterling  1  :  8 :  0 

"£4:  12:  10 

"  To  the  Advance  at  200  p  cwt  :  5  :  8 

"13i  8i  (I 
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To  A  (’ask  for  the  Bell 

3: 

0 

Due  to  Cap'  Pear  in  Province  Bills 
Town  D''  tfor  hanging  the  Bell,  viz 

£14: 

1  : 

G 

'Fo  Rich''  Pike’s  acco*  for  Iron  work 

1  : 

10: 

0 

'Fo  Paul  Langdons  Acco*  for  hanging  it  1  : 
To  'Fho  Barton  for  5"'  Brafs  for  y'‘ 
Gudgeons  &  paying  AV"‘  Lufeomb  for 

10  : 

0 

Cal'ting  them  !) :  10 

”3:  !):  lO” 


Feb.  3,  1 723— 1,  ata  meeting  ol'tho  selectmen  :  "Ordered 
That  the  Treafur'"  pay  unto  .Mihvs  Ward,  0®  3**  for 
Mending  the  School  House  Windows,  and  Thirteen 
Shillings  e'e  (5'‘  more  for  mending  the  Town  House  Windows 
in  all  is  22/0*'.” 


Sept.  13,  1725,  ata  meeting  of  the  selectmen  :  "Ordered 
That  llyell  Treafu’’ pay  the  Ace'*  of  C'harge  for  repairs  done 
to  the  School  House  this  Summer  viz 

"'Fo  AF  Joseidi  Orne’s  Aeco‘  for  Timber  Plank,  Boards* 
Shingles  &  paying  the  Carpenter  &  for  A 
Chair  3:  5:  2 

"To  Tho®  Barton’s  Acco‘  for  Nails  G  :  8 


"3:  11:  10” 


Dec.  17,  1725,  at  a  meeting  of  the  selectmen  :  "Ordered 
That  the  'Freafu''  pay  unto  Allies  AVard  jun'"  Twenty  Six 
Shillings  &  4'*  it  being  his  Acco‘  for  New  fettingc^  mending 
the  School  House  Glafs  AVindows.” 

July  4, 172G,  at  a  meeting  of  the  selectmen  :  "Ordered 
That  the  Treafu''  pay  unto  John  Holliman  line  fhillings 
for  pointing  &  Clearing  the  Stove  and  Chimne}'  at  the 
School  lloufc.” 

Alarch  G,  172G-7,  at  a  meeting  of  the  selectmen:  The 
town  treasurer  is  ordered  to  pay  Air.  Joseph  Orne,  jr., 
for  a  disbursement,  viz  :  "  'Fo  p*'  Al)raham  Southwick  for 
mending  the  Schoolhoufe  Stove  &  for  Bricks  &  Lyme  14  : 
()”  ;  and  to  pay  'Fhomas  Barton  for  "  a  Bell  Hope  for  the 
School  House  4  :  0”. 
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March  4,  1727-8,  at  a  meeting  of  the  selectmen  : 
"Ordered  Tliat  the  Treafu''  i)a3'  unto  Miles  Ward  Juir 
Twenty  Hue  fhillingsvfc  IT'  it  being  his  Aceo*  for  mending 
the  School  Houle  Glafs  the  laft  3'ear.” 

Dec.  2,  1728,  at  a  meeting  of  the  selectmen  :  "Ordered 
That  the  Treafu''  pay  unto  Miles  Ward  Jim''  Two  pounds 
four  fhillings  &  5*'  it  being  his  Acco‘  for  imuiding  the 
School  Iloufes  cSc  Old  Court  Chamber  Windows,  as  alfo 
the  Alms  Houle  Windows  for  Goodman  Rogers.” 

May  5,  1729,  at  a  meeting  of  the  selectmen  :  "Ordered 
That  the  Treafu''  pay  unto  ,Iohn  Gerrish  Matter  of  the 
Writing  School  'rwenty  Shillings  &  3'*  it  being  his  Acco‘ 
for  fome  rejiairs  done  to  that  Scliool  House  at  the  direction 
of  the  Selectmen.  *  *  * 

"Ordered  That  the  TreatV  pay  unto  M''  Miles  Ward 
Three  pounds  Nine  Shillings  &  2**,  it  being  his  Acco',  for 
repairing  the  School  House,  New  hanging  the  School 
houfe  Bell  &  for  ScvcirI  tlbrmes  for  that  School.” 

Dec.  1,  1729,  at  a  meeting  of  the  selectmen  :  "Ordered 
That  the  Trcafir  pay  unto  Miles  Ward  dun''  Sixteen 
fhillings  &  ()‘‘  for  n^pairing  the  'Fown  Houfe  Glafs  and 
Two  pounds  three  fhillings  2''  more  for  repairing  the 
Schoolhoufc  &  Almshoufe  Glafs.” 

Feb.  2,  1729-30,  at  a  meeting  of  the  selectnum : 
"Ordered  That  the  Treafu''  j)ay  unto  M'  Miles  Ward 
Thirty  Hue  Shillings  &  10''  it  being  his  Aceo*  for  fome 
re|)airs  done  at  the  i|  old  ||  Court  House  Chamber,  and  the 
School  Houfe  the  Summer  paft.” 

Oct.  5,  1730,  at  a  meeting  of  the  seiectimm  :  "Ordered 
That  the  Treafu'' j)ay  unto  Allies  Ward  .Inn'' his  Ac<‘o*,  viz* 

"  To  Repairing  tlie  Town  Court  Houfe 
Glafs  2:  15:  (5 

"To  Repairing  the  School  Iloufes  Glafs  17  :  10 

"  £  3  :  13  :  4  ” 

Feb.  1,  1730-1,  at  a  meeting  of  the  selectmen: 
"Ordered  That  the  Treafu''  pay  unto  AF  Allies  Ward  Fight 
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pounds  Eijjht  riiillings  &  d‘*,  in  full  of  his  acconipt  for 
Work  Shingles  \ails  &v  for  Shingling  »!c  mending  the 
School  Iloufe.” 

duly  4,  17d2,  at  a  meeting  of  the  selectmen  :  "  Agreed 
hy  Ar  Onie  Cap'  King  Cap'  Plaisted  cVe  dohn  lligginfon, 
That  it  Entered  in  the  Warrant  to  Consider  of 
Repairing  the  Writing  School  Houle  or  Erecting  a  new 
one.” 

.Vug.  21,  1782,  at  a  meeting  of  the  town  :  "Voted 
Tliat  the  Writeing  School  fhall  be  pull''  Down  Enlarged. 

"  VT)ted  'fliat  it  b(‘  Left  to  the  Selectmen  to  Enlarge  the 
School  Iloufe.  *  *  * 

"  Voted  'Phut  the  Cdiarge  of  Enlai'geing  y''  School  Iloufe 
and  the  Towns  ju'oportion  of  the  County  Ta.x  for  the 
present  year  fhall  be  jiaid  <.Vc  Defrayed  out  of  the  Sum  of 
live  hundred  jiounds.” 

Dec.  4,  1782,  at  a  meeting  of  the  selectmen  :  "Agreed 
'Phat  Miles  Ward  filin''  Acc'  amounting  to  4<S/  for  Court 
Iloufe  ct  fourteen  pounds  Seven  fhillings  &  Two  pence 
for  The  School  houfe  be  allowed  c't  paid  by  y'' Treas'' Or'd 
given.” 

March  5,  1782,  at  a  meeting  of  the  selectmen  :  Agreed 
'"Phat  Maj''  Plaisted  be  allowed  &  p**  by  y''  Treas'  80/  for 
3hh''  of  clapboards  for  y'  School  Iloufe.” 

March  17,  1782,  at  a  meeting  of  the  selectmen  :  Agreed 
"  'Phat  y  'Preas'  jiay  Maj''  Plaisted  (51/  being  So  much 
paid  Israel  Andrew  for  Timber  for  the  School  Iloufe.” 

dune  4,  1788,  at  a  meeting  of  the  selectmen  :  "Agreed 
'Phat  the  School  Houfe  it  Watch  Houfe  be  repaired  it  an 
armory  built  in  y'  new  Town  Ilouf*  (iarret  .\lso  'That 
the  Stocks  be  mended  all  to  be  done  att  the  'Powns 
( 'harge  and  'That  CoP  Barton  Maj''  Plaisted  it  M""  Ward 
are  Desired  'To  have  y''  Oversight  'Thereof  also  that 
y  arms  be  Cleansed.” 

Dee  8,  1788,  at  a  meeting  of  the  selectmen  :  Agreed 
"'Phat  M""  Ward  Repair  the  School  Houfe  it  Raise  a 
Belfrey  on  the  South  End  of  the  Houfe  it  Set  up  the 
Watchman  on  the  Watch  Iloufe.” 
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Jan.  7,  173J,  at  a  ineetiii"  of  the  selectmen  :  Ordered 
"That  Miles  \Vard  Jun*^  ace*  *  *  *  Fory‘'  8ch  :  Iloufe 

1  :  15) :  ()  be  allowed  &  paid  by  y''  Treas'^” 

Feb.  4,  1733,  at  a  meeting  of  the  selectmen  :  Agreed 
"That  Abraham  South  wicks  ace*  for  y*'  School  Iloufe 
am**  to  12/  G  bo  allowed  and  p**  by  Treas*” 

Aug.  5,  1734,  at  a  meeting  of  the  selectmen  :  "Agreed 
That  M*  IVards  Ace*  for  the  School  Iloufe  it  M'ateh 
Iloufe  amounting  to  be  allowed  it  paid  by t  he 

Tr(‘as^" 

Oct.  G,  173.5,  at  a  meeting  of  the  selectmen  :  "Agreed 
That  Cap*  King  it  John  Iligginfon  repair  y*'  School 
Iloufe  as  they  hud  needfull  and  Convenient.’' 

Jan.  .5,  173.5,  at  a  meeting  of  the  .selectmen  :  "Agreed 
'Phat  Miles  Mhvrd  Jun*  ace*  am*’  to  4..  8..  10  for  y'' 
School  Iloufe  *  *  *  be  allow''  it  paid  by  y'^^  Treas*’  ord*.” 

Sept,  (t,  173G,  at  a  meeting  of  the  selectmen  :  Agreed 
"4'hat  Miles  IVard  rlun''  ace*  amounting  to  54/  for  the 
Town  it  Court  Iloufe  and  Twenty  live  Sliilb  it  7*'  for 
y''  School  Iloufe  bo  allowed  it  paid  by  the  Treasurer." 

March  11,  173G,  ata  meeting  of  the  .selectmen  :  Agreed 
"That  miles  AVard  Jun*^  Ace*  amounting  To  24/  for 
mending  The  Sekool  Houfe  IVindows  be  allow**  it  paid 
by  The  Treas*.” 

Dee.  G,  1737,  at  a  meeting  of  the  .selectmen  :  Agreed 
"That  miles  "Ward  Jun”  Aec*  *  ♦  •  School  d*  Iloufe  2..  12.. 

2  «  «  *  be  allow''  it  p''  ord*" 

Feb.  5,  1738,  at  a  meeting  of  the  selectmen:  Agreed 
"That  Miles  HWardU  Jun*  Ace*  for  School  house  it 
Almshouse  amounting  to  eight  pounds  Twelve  fhillings 
it  Three  jamee  be  allowed  it  Paid.” 

Oct.  3,  1743,  ata  meeting  of  the  .selectmen  :  Agreed 
''That  Ben**  Butnam  have  an  order  on  y''  Tri'as*  for  £»)  : 
2/,  old  'Penor  in  discharge  of  his  ace*  of  IVork  at  School 
hou.se. 
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”That  Robert  Allen  have  an  order  on  y®  Treas*"  for 
Four  pounds  Twelue  Shi?W  old  Tenor,  in  full  of  his  acc‘ 
ofWorkab‘  School  house. 

"That  John  Con  have  an  order  on  y®  Treas*^  for  40/  old 
Tenor  for  Two  Dayes  &  half  work  ab‘  School  house.  •  *  • 

"That  Isaac  Aborn  have  an  order  on  y®  Treas*^  for  £3. 
l.()  in  discharge  of  his  ac‘  of  Work  &c  at  Schoolhouse.” 

Nov.  7,  1743,  at  a  meeting  of  the  selectmen  :  Agreed 
"That  Nat  Pike  haue  an  order  on  y®  Treas®  for  3.  1.0  old 
Tenor  in  discharge  of  his  ac‘  of  work  &c  at  Schoolhouse.” 

Feb.  9,  1743,  at  a  meeting  of  the  selectmen  :  Agreed, 
"That  Ben’’  Gray  Painter  Stainer  haue  an  ord''  on  y® 
Treas*^  for  20/  old  Tenor  in  full  for  Primeing  y®  School 
house  Windows.” 

March  9,  174(5,  at  a  town  meeting:  "It  being  put  to 
vote  whether  a  small  Bell  should  be  procured  for  the 
School-House  to  be  rung  as  y®  School-Committee  shall 
direct  'Phe  old  Bell  to  be  sold  to  discharge  as  far  as  it  will 
go  towards  the  New-Bell,  it  past  in  the  negative.” 

Aug.  5, 1751,  at  a  meeting  of  the  selectmen  :  Agreed 
"That  Michael  Moore  haue  an  order  on  the  Treas''  for  £2. 
1.  0  I  in  diseharge  of  his  aceounts  of  mending  the  School 
Mouse  w'indows.” 

Sept.  2,  1751,  at  a  meeting  of  the  selectmen  :  Agreed 
"That  Joshua  Wetherell  haue  an  order  on  y®  Treas'' for  61/ 
old  tenor  in  difeharge  of  his  Acc‘  of  mending  the  School- 
Iloufe  &  nails.” 

Jan.  (5,  1752,  at  a  meeting  of  the  selectmen:  Agreed 
"That  W*"  Gale  haue  an  order  on  y®  Treas®  for  8/8  for 
sundries  for  building  y®  Chimney  in  y®  School  House  as 
p  his  account.” 

Oct.  4,  175(5,  at  a  meeting  of  the  selectmen  :  Agreed 
"That  Tho"  Luscomb  haue  an  Order  on  y®  Treas®  for  15/8 
in  discharge  of  his  accounts  for  y®  meeting  House  & 
School  House  Bells  &  ab‘  a  Lock  &  Key.” 
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^larch  5,  1759,  at  a  meeting  of  the  selectmen  :  Article 
in  warrant  for  town  meeting  to  be  held  April  7,  1759  :  "To 
consider  of  expediency  &  nescfity  of  repairing  y'‘ 
School  House  or  building  a  new  one,  and  in  case  it  shall 
be  tho‘  best  to  build  a  new  School  House,  to  determint 
where  y*"  same  shall  be  set,  and  to  order  (if  y"'  'i'own  shall 
thitik  fit)  that  a  fuitable  Lot  of  Land  be  j)urchased  to  see 
y'-  fame  upon,  and  to  Grant  a  fufiicient  fum  of  money  to 
defi-ay  y“  Charge,  and  generally  to  do  whateuer  shall  be 
judged  best  relating  to  this  matter.” 

March  12,  1759,  at  a  town  meeting:  "It  being  put  to 
vote  whether  y‘  old  School  House  should  l)e  pulU'd  down 
&  a  new  one  built  inftead  of  it  at  y'  charge  of  y'' Town,  it 
paft  in  y®  negatiue. 

"Voted  Tliat  The  School  Committee  l)e  desired  to  get 
some  fuitable  workmen  to  view  y'^  Schoole  House,  examine 
y‘'  Itate  &  condition  of  it,  &  to  giue  their  Judgment 
whether  it  be  worth  a  general  &  thorough  repair  what 
such  a  repair  would  coft  &  whether  some  small  repairs 
would  not  be  sufficient  to  make  it  comfortable  for  a  year  or 
two  &  what  y‘‘ expense  of  y'^same  would  be,  or  if  it  should 
be  Judged  necefsary  to  haue  a  new  School-House  built  to 
make  a  computation  of  y*”  coit,  and  That  y‘‘  s''  Com‘^‘  make 
report  thereupon  to  y"  Town  at  their  meeting  in  May  next.” 

May  5,  17(50,  at  a  meeting  of  the  selectmen:  Article 
in  warrant  for  town  meeting:  "  To  Determine  &  Direct 
where  the  New  School  House  ordered  by  y'  Town  to  be 
built  shall  be  set  up  it  erected.” 

May  19,  17(50,  at  a  town  meeting  :  "It  being  put  to  vote 
whether  they  would  now  determine  where  y''  new  School 
House  ordered  to  be  built  in  s'*  Town  shall  be  set ;  it  past 
in  the  affirmative. 

"It  being  put  to  vote  whether  y*"  s'*  House  shall  be  erected 
in  on  or  as  near  as  may  be  to  y*^^  Sj)ot  y*'  old  School- 
House  now  ftands,  it  past  in  y'‘  negative. 

"Voted  That  the  School  Housi^  to  be  built  in  s^  Town 
shall  be  erected  in  y®  School-House  Lane  where  the 
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(Joininitte  for  building  s''  ||  House  |1  proposed,  being  to 
northward” - ' 

[None.— The  town  records  end  abruptly  here;  and  the  date  of  the 
next  record  is  May  8,  1764,  several  years’  records  being  missing.] 

EXTRACTS  FROM  COURT  RECORDS,  1636-1673,  1679,  1718. 

1  :  11  mo:  1()39,  (ieo  :  Dill  fined  40*  for  "drunkenes? 
tSc  to  stand  att  the  meeting  hoiif  doar  next  Lecture  day, 
w“'  a  Clefte  ftick  upon  his  Tong,  &  pap  vpon  his  hatt 
fubscribed  for  groff  Upbiu'ditatedH  Lyinge.” —  /Salem 
(Quarterly  Court  Ilecorilft,  page  31. 

Lt.  William  Howard  dopo.scd  that  Joseph  ffotvler  and 
his  company  had  spent  nine  pounds  at  Mr.  Gedney’s, 
2(! :  10:  1(549. —  /Salem  Quarterly  Court  Records,  1643- 
1633,  page  34. 

Mr.  Gcdney  fined  for  sulfering  several  strangers  in  his 
house,  b(dng  an  ordinary,  in  time  of  lecture,  27:  12: 
1(549. —  /Salem  Quarterly  Court  Records,  1648-1633, 
page  42. 

.lohn  Kitchen  and  liich  :  Graves  presented  for  playing 
at  shullle  board  at  Mr.  Gedney’s,  7  mo:  1C49,  25  :  12: 
1(550. —  /Salem  Quarterly  Court  Records,  1648-1633, 
page  63. 

Mr.  John  Gidney  tvas  given  liberty  to  draw  and  sell 
strong  water,  29:  9:  1(5551. —  /Saleui  Quarterly  Court 
Records,  1648-1633,  page  121. 

Servants  in  y'-'  house.  Kob‘  Prince  to  have  2*  and  the 
ri'st  3*,  2  :  10  mo :  1(554. —  /Salem  Quarterly  Court 
Records,  1648-1633,  page  132. 

Servants  of  y''  house  to  have  5*  for  their  attendance, 
29:  9:  1(555. — Salem  Quarterly  Court  Records,  1633- 
1666,  page  7. 


'  “Opposite  to  Mr.  Derliv’s  house,*  st<,o(I  in  the  centre  of  the  street  an  old 
wooden  school  lionse.  whieii  was  forinei  ly  the  Court  House,  and  where  the  witches 
were  tried.  Tliis  Court-House  was  pulUai  down  in  ITfih.  My  curiosity  often  led 
me  to  view  the  place  where  tliose  unfortun.ale  persons  were  tried,  in  those  deluded 
times.” — \Tiin//itcrii/t  of  ('ol.  IU'//ja//ii/\  l‘i<'l'//iau,  t7'./:i;  Kssfx  Instit/ite  Hist.  Col., 
i  t:  !/.{. 

♦On  southern  comer  of  Wasliington  and  Lymlc  streets.  —  5.  P. 
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Servants  of  ye  house  to  have  5*,  24  :  4  :  1656. — iSalem 
(Quarterly  Court  Itecords,  1650-1666,  puye  15. 

5*  to  servants  of  the  house,  28:  0:  1656. —  Salem 
Quarterly  Court  Records,  1655—1666,  page  23. 

5"  to  servants  at  yc  house  for  their  attendance,  60  :  4  : 
1657. —  Salem  Quarterly  Court  Records,  1655-1666, 
page  32. 

Servants  of  the  house  to  have  5%  24  :  9  :  1657. — 
Salem  Quarterly  Court  Records,  1655-1666,  page  36. 

Servants  of  the  house  to  have  7“  6'',  20 :  5  :  1(558. — 
Salem  Quarterly  Court  Records,  1655-1666,  page  45. 

Mr.  (ledney’s  former  license  reneived.  Sept.  28,  1658. 
—  Salem  Quarterly  Court  Records,  1655-1666,  page 
55. 

Servants  of  the  house  to  have  6®,  Sept.  28,  1658. — 
Salem  Quarterly  Court  Records,  1655-1666,  page  56. 

Mr.  Gedney  to  be  pd  his  due  and  expenses,  June  28, 
1659. —  Salem  Quarterly  Court  Records,  1655-1666, 
page  63. 

Servants  of  the  house  to  have  5®,  June  28,  1659. — 
Salem  Quarterly  Court  Records,  1655—1666,  page  63. 

Mr.  Gedney’s  license  renewed,  29 :  9 :  1(559.  — 
Salem  Quarterly  Court  Records,  1655-1666,  page  71 . 

Servants  of  the  house  to  have  5®,  29:  9:  1659. — 
Salem  Quarterly  Court  Records,  1655-1666,  page  71. 

Servants  of  house  alloived  5®,  June  2(5,  1(5(50. — 
Salem  Quarterly  Court  Records,  1655-1666,  page  80. 

Mr.  Gedney’s  license  renewed,  27  :  9  :  16(50. —  Salem 
Quarterly  Court  Records,  1655-1666,  page  62a. 

Servants  of  house  allowed  (5®,  27:  9:  1660. —  Salem 
Quarterly  Court  Records,  1655-1666,  page  62a. 

Servants  of  ^Ir.  Gedney’s  house  to  have  6®,  25  :  4  : 
1661. —  Salem  Quarterly  Court  Records,  1655-1666, 
page  73a. 
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Mr.  John  (iedney’s  license  renewed,  10:  10:16(51. — 
Salem  Quarterly  Court  Jlecords,  1655-1666,  paye  83. 

Servants  of  Mr.  Gedney’s  house  allowed  7®  (5'*  and  Mr. 
Hrowne’s  man  18'*,  10:  10:  1(5(51. —  Salem  Quarterly 
Court  Ilerords,  1 655-1 666,  paye  83. 

Mr.  Gedney’s  license  renewed  for  selling  strong  water, 
June  24,  1(5(52. — Salem  Quarterly  Court  llecord.s,  1655- 
1 666,  paye  95. 

Servants  of  the  house  2®  6''  and  of  Mr.  Browne’s  house 
as  worshipful  Mr.  Samuel  Symonds  shall  order  it,  June 
24,  16(52. — Salem  Quarterly  Court  liecords,  1655-1666, 
paye  99. 

Mr.  Gedney’s  license  renewed,  25:  9:  1(562. — Salem 
Quarterly  Court  liecords,  1655-1666,  paye  107. 

Servants  of  Mr.  Gidney’s  allowed  (5*  8'',  25:  9  :  1(562. 
— Salem  Quarterly  Court  liecords,  1655-1666,  paye 
108. 

Mr.  Gedney’s  license  renewed  for  selling  strong  water 
at  retail,  55() :  4:  16655. — Salem  Quarterly  Court 
liecords,  1655-1666,  paye  118. 

Servants  of  the  house  allowed  7®  and  Mr.  Browne’s 
maid  18'*,  30:  4:  1(5(53. — Salem  Quarterly  Court 
liecords,  1655-1666,  paye  119. 

Mr.  Gedney’s  license  renewed  for  retailing  strong 
water,  24  :  9:  1(5(53. — Salem  Quarterly  Court  liecords, 
1655-1666,  paye  123. 

Servants  of  Mr.  Gidney’s  houseallowed  7®  Mr.  Browne’s 
maid  18'',  24  :  9  :  16(53. — Salem  Quarterly  Court  liecords, 
1655-1666,  paye  126. 

Mr.  John  Gidney’s  license  for  drawing  wine  and 
keeping  an  ordinary  renewed,  28 :  4  :  1664. — Salem 
(Quarterly  Court  liecords,  1 655-1 666 , paye  1.34. 

Servants  of  house  allowed  (5®  8''  and  Elder  Browne’s 
maid  12'',  28  :  4  :  1(5(54. — Salem  Quarterly  Court 
Records,  1655-1666,  paye  134. 
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Mr.  (iidney’s  license  renewed  for  retullin"  stronj; 
liquor,  29 ;  9:  1(564. — ISalein  Quarterly  Court  Itecords, 
1665-1666,  page  142. 

ServTints  of  the  house  allowed  5*  and  Mr.  Browne’s 
maid  12‘',  29  :  9  :  16(54. — ISaJem  Quarterly  Coart  liecordx, 
1655-1666,  page  142. 

Servants  of  ye  house  allowed  7%  27:  4:  1(5(5.'>. — 
Salem  Quarterly  Court  Records,  1655-1 ti66,  page  /  /(S’. 

Mr.  Gidney’s  license  reneu’ed  to  retail  strong  water, 
2y  :  9;  16(55. — Salem  Quarterly  Court  Records,  lt>55 
-1666,  page  154. 

Servants  of  ^Ir.  Gedney  allowed  7'*  and  Mr.  Browne's 
18'*,  28:  9:  1(5(5.5. — Salem  Quarterly  Court  Records, 
1655—1666,  page  156. 

Mr.  John  Gidney’s  license  renewed,  26  :  4:  1  (5(5(5. — 
Salem  Quarterly  Court  Records,  1 655-1666,  page  161. 

Servants  of  Mr.  Gidney’s  house  allowed  7^“  and  Mr. 
Brown’s  maid  18**,  2(5:  4:  16(5(5. — Salem  Quarterly 
Court  Records,  1655— 1666,  page  168. 

Servants  of  Mr.  Gidney’s  house  allowed  (5"  and  Mr. 
Browne’s  maid  18**,  27  :  9  :  1666. — Salem  Quarterly 
Court  Records,  1655-1666,  page  177. 

Of  40*  costs  in  a  certain  case,  8*  (5'*  was  due  to  Mr. 
Gidney  for  expenses,  June  25,  1(5(57. — Salem  Quarterly 
Court  Records,  1667-1676,  leaf  5. 

Servants  of  Mr.  Gidney’s  house  allowed  7*  and  Mr. 
Browne’s  maid  18**,  June  25,  16(57. — Salem  Quarterly 
Court  Records,  1667-1679,  leaf  5. 

Servants  of  Mr.  Gidney’s  houst*  7*  (5''  and  Mr.  Browne’s 
servant  18'*,  20 :  9 :  16(57.  —  Salem  Quarterly  Court 
Records,  1667-1679,  leaf  7. 

"We  prefent  Erafimus  Jeames  for  "ivein"  his  mother 
abufefiue  Lan^wish  and  fhoueing  hur  Downeward  the 
stares  of  the  Cort  Chamber.” — From  the  presentments  (f 
the  General  Jury,  November  'Term,  1667;  Salem 
Quarterly  Court  Files,  hook  13,  leaf  20. 
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"The  teitimony  of  Ilenery  Colens  Se"”  being  fvvorn  at 
Salem  Courtt  noueniber  Laft :  for  y‘'  feruis  of  y^'  Country 
on  y‘‘  Gran  Jury  : 

"Teftifieth  that  beinge  in  y"'  Courtt  Chamber  in  y*^^ 
houff  II  of II  m''  Gidny  that  Roffamus  James  did  Atempt 
with  voyolence  to  put  his  mother  out  of  y"'  Chamber  And 
further  fath  Not 

"Sworne  in  Court  at  Salem  1  :  .'i :  68 

"ateftes  Hilliard  Veren  Cler.” 

—  ISaJem  Quarterly  Court  Files,  book  13,  leaf  72. 

'"Phee  teftimonie  of  mark  Bat[c]heler  being  vnder  oath 
to  feme  on  the  Gran  Jury 

"Teitifieth  being  in  y*'  Courtt  (Chamber  in  y'^  houff  of  m'' 
(iidney  in  Xouember  laft:  that  Roffamus  James  did 
Atempt  vyolently  to  put  his  mother  out  of  y“  (chamber : 
&  further  faith  nott 

"Sworne  in  court  1 :  5  :  68  : 

"ateftes  Ilillyard  veren  Cler.” 

— Salem  Quarterly  Court  Files,  book  13,  leaf  72. 

Mr.  Gidney,  sr,  had  his  license  renewed  June  30,  16(i8. 
— Salem  Quarterly  Court  Records,  1  (167-1 37 9,  leaf  11 . 

The  Servants  of  the  house  allowed  7®.  Mr.  Browne’s 
maid  18'',  June  30,  16(58.  —  Salem  Quarterly  Court 
Records,  1667-1679,  leaf  13. 

Servants  of  Mr.  Gidney’s  house  allowed  7®  and  Mr. 
Browne’s  maid  18'',  24:  9:  1668.  —  Salem  Quarterly 
Court  Records,  1667-1679,  leaf  19. 

"the  fervants  of  m''  Gidney’s  houfe  alowed  7®  &  the 
fervants  of  m’'  John  Browne  alowed  ]  H''  *  *  * 

*  "m’’  John  Gidney  has  his  former  licence  reneued,”  29  : 
4:  1669. — Salem  Quarterly  Court  Records,  1667-1679, 
leaf  26. 

Papers  relating  to  new  meeting-house  filed  in  suit 
brought  to  recover  a  rate  for  the  payment  thereof  but 
containing  nothing  more  than  the  town  records,  1670- 
1673.  —  Salem  Quarterly  Court  Files,  volume  XXI, 
leaves  8-12. 
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"the  fervants  of  the  houfe  7®  6**”,  27:  4:  1671.  — 
Salem  Quarterly  Court  Records,  1667-1679. 

"  the  fervants  of  m''  Gardners  houfe  alowed  V  nr 
Brownes  maid  alowed  18'”’,  28  :  9  :  1671. — Salem  Quar¬ 
terly  Court  Records,  1667—1679. 

"the  feruants  of  y*"  houfe  9®  6‘‘  *  *  *  &  18*'  alowed  y 
fervants  of  m'' Gedneyes,”  2.*):  4:  1672. —  Salem  Quar¬ 
terly  Court  Records,  1667-1679. 

John  Gedney’s  license  for  retailing  strong  waters 
renewed.  *  *  * 

"  The  fervants  of  nr  Gardners  houfe  hau  alowed  8'’  & 
the  feruants  of  nr  Gidneyes  3*  &  nr  Brownes  maid  3%’’ 
26  :  9  :  1672.  —  Salem  Quarterly  Court  Records,  1667- 
1679. 

"Whereas  y*^  Court  Chamber  in  Salem  y"  Shire  Towne 
of  y'  County  of  Efex  is  found  by  h^xperience  to  be  too 
Streight  &  Inconvenient  for  y'‘  Entertainment  of  y*" 
Courts  that  have  Occafion  to  make  Use  of  y*’  Same  & 
Judged  so  by  y®  Justices  of  y®  Super’’  Court  of  Judicature, 
who  at  their  last  Sefsions  found  it  too  Small,  &  desired  & 
Directed*  it  might  be  inlarged  or  made  bigger  &  for  as 
much  as  it  hath,  been  debated  &  moved  in  former  Courts 
for  y®  amendment  Thereof,  &  y®  Consideration  &  rcfolution 
Thereabout  continued  to  this  Court.  This  Court  do  Think 
It  expedient  for  y®  accomodation  of  y®  Several  Courts  y 
are  to  Sit  annually  therein  &  do  hereby  ord''  y‘  there  be  a 
Court  House  erected  built  &  finisht  wMn  y®  s'*  Towne  as 
y®  Com*®®  hereafter  nominated  or  y®  Maj*  part  of  them 
Shall  direct  of  ab*  40  foot  Lond,  wide  .  .  .  «&;  20  ft 
Stud  or  Thereabouts  convenient  for  two  Stories  besides 
y®  Roof  The  uppear  Story  or  Chamber  for  3’®  U^se  of  y® 
Court  &  y®  Lower  Story  or  Room  for  y®  L^se  of  y®  Town 
of  Salem  for  an  Exchange  or  as  they  Shall  See  cause  to 
improve  it  &  3’*  the  Charge  thereof  be  born  &  paid  y® 
One  half  of  it  by  y®  County  out  of  3'®  next  County  Rate 
or  Tax  &  y®  other  half  by  y®  Town  of  Salem  &  that  if 

*  A  thorough  search  In  the  records  and  flies  of  the  Superior  Court  of  .ludicature, 
deposited  In  Boston,  and  In  the  records  and  tiles  of  the  Sessions  Court  at  Salem, 
reveals  nothing  further  reliitive  to  the  lusullieiency  of  the  court  chamber  In 
Salem.  —S.  P. 
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any  or  either  of  y^‘  Comittee  will  advance  y“  Money  or 
any  Perfon  or  Perfons  Else  for  y*^  expediting  y®  Work,  y® 
Ck)unteys  Shall  be  repaid  Them  out  of  y®  next  County  Kate 
&  if  y®  Town  of  Salem  or  any  Particular  Gentleman  or 
others  Sec  cause  to  digg  &  Stone  a  Cellar  under  it  at  their 
own  Costs  &  Charge  They  have  Liberty  so  to  do  w® 
Shall  be  &  remain  for  y®  proper  use  &  benefit  of  him  or 
Them  that  may  make  ye  Same  and  that  Col°  John 
Ajipleton  Es(|r.  Col®  Sam"  Browne  Esqr  &  Stephen 
Sewall  Esqr.  or  y®  Major  part  of  them  are  appointed  a 
(’om‘®®  to  take  Care  of  &  pform  this  worke  with  all 
convenient  Speed.”  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the 
Peace  for  Essex  County  Doc.  30,  1718. — liecovda  of 
Coxirt  of  General  iSe,ssio7is  of  the  l*eace,  1696-1718, 
page  364. 

"  Whereas  y®  Town  of  Salem  at  a  Legal  meeting  has 
come  into  y®  Proposals  of  y®  Justices  at  y®  last  Seisions 
for  being  &  bewaring  half  3"®  Charge  in  building  a  Town 
House  or  Court  House  in  Salem  of  about  40  foot  long  & 
30  foot  wide  and  further  have  moved  to  this  Court  y‘ 
I[t]  ma}'  be  built  Eight  or  10  foot  longer.  Its  Con¬ 
sidered  by  y®  C'ourt  that  y®  s'*  Motion  is  granted  to  Wit. 
that  its  left  to  y®  Com*®®  ajipointed  to  take  care  for  y® 
building  s'*  House  to  their  Discretion  to  build  it  Eight  or 
Ten  foot  longer,  not  exceeding  ten  foot  as  y®  s"  Com*®® 
Shall  see  meet  &  y®  Count\'  to  pav  y®  one  half  y®  Charge 
as  Thev  agreed  for  y®  former.”  Court  of  General 
Sessions,  Feb.  18,  i 718-9. —  Records  of  Conrt  of 
General  Sessions  of  the  Peace,  1696-1718,  page 
367. 

SITE  OF  FIRST  MEETING-HOUSE,  1635. 

On  the  next  page  is  a  map,  drawn  on  a  scale  of  seventy- 
five  feet  to  an  inch,  showing  the  location  of  the  first 
meeting-house  in  1635.  Some  of  the  present  sites  of 
buildings  are  shown  b>'  dotUd  lines.  The  meeting-hous(> 
stood  on  the  eastern  half  of  the  iwescnt  lot :  and  the  second 
meeting-house  and  its  successors  occupied  the  western 
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part,  the  jireseiit  church,  as  will  be  noticed,  occupyiiu; 
nearly  the  whole  of  the  present  lot. 

The  peculiar  house  of  William  Lord  was  at  the 
southeastern  corner  of  the  meeting-house  lot. 

After  the  removal  of  the  first  meeting-house,  in  1(574, 
its  site  was  used  as  a  market  place. 

The  Higginson  house  is  that  which  was  the  residence 
of  Uev.  Francis  Higginson,  and  later  of  Roger  AVilliams, 
it  is  believed. 

Hugh  Peter’s  garden  was  sold  to  Benjamin  Felton  in 
1  ().”)!(,  and  to  it  the  ju’ison  was  subseipiently  moved  from 
its  site  on  the  easterly  side  of  the  garden  to  secure  sjiace 
for  the  town  house. 

HISTORY  OF  OUAKER  MEETING-HOUSE. 

Benjamin  Gerrish  of  Salem,  for  ninety  jiounds, 
conveyed  to  Thomas  Maule  two  and  one-half  acres  of 
land,  "  being  the  halfe  of  that  lott  formerh'  caled  by  y' 
name  of  (’ottees  lott,  now  in  y*'  ])ossession  of  me  y'' 
sd  Benjamin  (Jerrish,  is  scituate,  lying  being  in 
Salem  aforesd,  bounded  to  y'  land  of  Hob't  Kitchen  on  y^' 
one  side,  it  on  y‘'  other  with  y*'  land  y*  was  old  Reveses, 
fronting  northward  to  the  maine  streete,  it  southward  to 
y'' other  halfe  of  ye  sd  Gottees  lott,”  Jan.  22,  1(588. — 
Registry  of  J)ee<J,s,  hook  6‘,  leaf  lOo. 

"  Articles  of  Agreement  made  tt  concluded  on  this 
fourb'enth  day  of  September,  1(588,  Anno(|  Regni  Regis 
Jacobi  Secundi  (juarto,  lietween  Thomas  Maule  of  Salem, 
shopkeeper,  on  y''  one  part,  ct  John  Richards  of  Boston, 
marriner,  on  y*'  other  part,  wittnesseth  :  that  there  shall 
be  a  way  of  five  foot  and  four  inches,  betweene  y“  new 
meeting  house  which  Said  Maul  is  building  in  Salem 
aforesaid,  on  y‘  lott  caled  Cottey’s  lott,  w’"'*'  Sd  Maul 
purchased  of  Benjamin  (J(‘rrish,  and  y‘‘  northeast  corner 
of  said  Richards  his  dwelling  house  in  y‘'  front  next  the 
streete,  to  be  the  aforesaid  breadth  from  y''  western 
corner  of  sd  meeting  house  or  dwelling  house,  to  y 
eastern  corner  of  said  Richard's  his  house  as  aforesd,  and 
this  to  be  the  bounds  betwixt  said  Maul  and  Riehards, 
their  heirs,  executors,  administrators  and  assignes  forever. 
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III  Witness  whereof  the  parties  abovesd  have  hereunto  set 
their  hands  and  scales  the  day  and  yeare  abovesd. 


"  Signed,  Sealed 
&  delivered  in 
presence  of  us. 
Stephen  Sewall, 
Daniel  Lambertt. 


Thomas  Manic 
&  a  scale 
inarke  of 
John  X  Richards 
&  a  scale. 


"  Mr.  Thomas  Maule  I'i;  John  Richards  personaly 
appearing  before  me  acknowledged  y"'  above  written 
instrument  to  be  their  act&  deed,  this  14th  of  September, 
1G88.  Bartho :  Gedney 

"of  the  Couneill.” 
— Registr;/  of  D('eds,  hook  8,  leaf  112. 


Thomas  Maul  of  Salem,  merchant,  for  forty-five  pounds, 
conveyed  to  "Josiah  iVc  Dan"  Southwiek  Sam"  Gaskin 
Caleb  Butfum  Christopher  Ifoster  Sarah  Stone  all  of  Salem 
in  New  England  aforesa*'  Sam"  Collins  of  Lyn  & 
severall  others  of  y‘  jieople  called  Quakers  in  y''  ('ounty 
of  Effex  in  New  Engl"  *  *  *  X  small  tract  or  pc"  of 
Land  Containing  about  fourc  Rodds  or  poles,  be  itt  more 
or  bee  itt  Lesse  being  scitvati!  in  y'"  Town  of  Salem  afores" 
as  itt  lyes  bounded  viz :  easterly  &  southerly  by  Land  of 
s"  maule.  Westerly  by  land  now  in  possession  of  Jn° 
Richards  of  salem  aboves"  &  northerly  by  y*^  maine  broad- 
street  or  highwa3'^e,  just  as  itt  l^-^es  and  is  now  fenced. 
Together  w"‘  a  meeting  houfe,  w’’*'  stands  apon  said 
land,  for  y'"  use  of  y*'  abovenamed  &  severall  others  of  y"' 
people  Comonly  Called  (Quakers  to  worship  &  serve  God 
in,”  Oct.  13,  1690. —  Registry  of  Deeds,  book  9,  leaf  20. 


Thomas  Maule  of  Salem,  merchant,  gave  to  his  son 
John  Maule  of  Salem,  cordwainer,  "  all  that  my  feild  or 
orchard  and  mowing  ground  Called  the  meeting  houfe 
pasture  Containing  Six  acres  be  the  Same  more  or  lefs 
butted  and  bounded  as  followeth  with  the  land  of  m’’ 
Robert  Kitchen  in  jiart  and  partly  with  the  land  of 
Jonathan  Pickering  Easterly  with  the  high  way  Southerly 
with  the  lands  of  Thomas  Flint  Ephraim  Kempton  and 
land  that  was  John  Reeucses  westerly  and  with  the  Main 
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Street  northerly,”  and  other  real  estate,  April  9,  1707. 
— J{e<jiMry  of  Deedti,  book  19,  leaf  164. 

Thomas  Maule  of  Salem,  merchant,  as  attorney  to  his 
son  John  Maule  of  Philadelphia,  in  Pennsylvania,  for 
twenty  pounds,  conveyed  to  Richard  Oakes  formerly  of 
L^'nn,  now  of  Salem,  shopkeeper,  one  hundred  and  five 
rods  of  land  in  Salem,  "begining  thirtj'  one  foot  from 
the  meeting  houfe  of  the  people  called  Quaqers  &  so 
runing  Easterly  &  So  from  fro)n  the  thirty  one  foot  from 
the  11  Easterly  halfe  y*'  Length  of  y*'  said  H  Meeting  houe 
feild,  but  it  is  to  be  understood  that  ten  foot  of  the  thirty 
foot  from  the  North  East  ('orner  of  said  Meeting  houfe 
is  not  purehafed  but  it  is  Given  him  said  Oakes  &  the 
proprietors  so  Long  as  they  Injoy  it  peacably  both  he 
y*’  owners  of  said  houl'e  w‘''  Land  as  aforesaid  is  bouned 
Northerly  HuponH  y*'  maine  street  Easterly  with  Land  of 
flohn  Maule  southerly  tM;  westerly  with  3’''  Land  of 
widdow  Darbv,”  April  3,  1710. —  liegiMry  of  Deeds, 
hook  21,  leaf  196.  Confirmed  by  3(5 :  193. 

Richard  Oakes  of  Salem,  shopkeeper,  for  sixtj'-eight 
pounds,  mortgaged  to  Thomas  Maule  of  Salem,  merchant, 
dwelling-house  and  one  hundred  and  five  rods  of  land  in 
Salem,  "butted  &,  Bounded  as  followeth  Northerly  with 
y''  Street  or  high  way  Easterh’’  &  Southerly  with  other 
land  of  y’'  Said  Thomas  Maules  which  he  hath  latel}’^ 
giuen  &  conveyed  y'  reverfion  thereof  to  his  Son  John 
Maule  &  AVesterh'  with  land  formerly  Granted  b}’  y*' 
Said  Thomas  Maule  to  his  friends  call’d  (Quakers  to  Set  a 
meeting  houfe  on  &  ('onvenient  roome  about  it,”  j\Ia3^22, 
1711. — Registry  of  Deeds,  book  22,  leaf  262. 

"At  our  Mounthlv  Meeting  at  Salem  the  13-3-1714. 
'fhe  Several  week!}'  meetings  called  over  and  Friends 
apearing  From  Each  jiroceded  to  Business. 

"This  meeting  having  considered  of  building  a  new 
meeting  house  at  Salem  have  agreed  that  the  Length  of 
said  House  shall  be  fourt}'  feet  and  bredth  thirt}’  four 
feet  and  Eighteen  feet  studd  these  dementions  are  to 
be  sent  to  tlie  Vearl}'  meeting  at  Rhoad  Island  for  there 
aprobation.” — Friends  Montldy  Meeting  Records. 
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Hino :  12:  171'),  "Wee  liec'*  From  Salem  Preparative 
Meeting  an  aceo  concerning  Caleb  BiiH'um  .luiP 
Respecting  his  Preaching  &  seting  uj)  in  the  (lalhn-y 
which  being  considered  we  Judge  that  he  ought  to 
forbare  otlering  any  by  way  of  Testimony  for  the  futm- 
and  that  he  sett  down  out  of  the  (lallery'  untill  this 
meeting  are  fully  satisfied  that  its  his  place  and  duty  to 
which  he  freely  submits  and  promises  to  be  subject." — 
Friends  Monthly  Meeting  lleeords. 

1716.  10-3,  "Woe  have  sold  the  old  meeting  house  to 
'Phomas  Maul  of  Salem  for  Twenty  five  pounds." — 
Friends  Monthly  Meeting  Records. 

"Daniel  Southwick  Samuel  Gaskill  Caleb  Buflam 
Samuel  Collins  with  other  their  friends  caled  Quakers 
having  bought  another  peicc  on  y*'  1| other  1|  Side  of  y'  way 
more  commodious  &  convenient  for  y''  Setting  a  Meeting 
houfe  on  &  haue  Erected  a  Meeting  houfe  thereon 
Wherefore  y'‘  Said  Daniel  Southwick  Samuel  Gaseoyn 
Caleb  Buffam  &  Samuel  Collins  within  named  being  all 
that  are  Surviving  of  y‘'  nominated  purchafers  ffor  &  on 
behalfe  of  Themsehies  thier  hiers  Executors  &  adminif- 
trators  as  well  as  on  behalfe  of  thier  friends  as  before 
deferibed  that  are  any  waves  intrested  in  y''  old  houfe 
it  Land  within  mentioned,”  for  twentv-Hve  pounds, 
reconveyed  to  Thomas  Maule  about  four  rods  of  land 
"as  its  now  fenced  in  with  y''  old  homing  Thei'eupon," 
\ov.  18,  1718. — Registry  of  Deeds,  booh  leaf  202. 

"At  our  Mounthly  Meeting  at  Salem  the  10.  .  3.  .  1722 
Richard  (lake  &  Sam’  Collins  are  desired  to  attend  the 
Yearly  meeting  at  Rhoad  Island. 

"The  friends  who  were  appointed  to  consider  of  tlu; 
l)iggnes  of  Salem  Xew  Meeting  house  have  at  Salem 
agreed  and  concluded  it  shall  be  40  foot  long  and  'I'hirty 
foot  wide.” 

—  Friends  Monthly  Meeting  Records. 

Richard  Oaks  of  Salem,  shopkeeper,  for  two  hundred 
and  forty  pounds,  conveyed  to  James  Bo wdoin  of  Boston, 


'It  is  said,  on  ^<><>'1  aiitliority,  tliat  “(iallery”  means  the  “liisli  seat.” — S.  /'. 
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mercliant,  one  hundred  and  live  rods  of  land,  described 
as  in  deed  to  the  grantor  (pagc2()!)),  Sept.  20,  1712. — 
liegistri/  of  Deeds,  book  25,  leaf  62. 

James  Bowdoin  of  Boston,  esquire  and  merchant, 
eonvt'yed  to  Samuel  Stone  of  Salem,  tailor,  one  hundred 
and  live  rods  of  land,  described  as  in  deed  of  John  ]Maule 
to  Richard  Oakes  (page  2(59),  Feb.  9,  1732. —  Iteg- 
istrg  of  Deeds,  book  61,  leaf  215. 

Samuel  Stone  of  Salem,  tailor,  mortgaged  to  Janu's 
Bowdoin  of  Boston,  esejuire,  one  hundred  and  five  rods 
of  land,  described  as  in  deed  of  John  Maule  to  Richard 
Oakes  2(59),  March  25,  173(5. — liegistry  of  Deeds, 

book  71,  leaf  9. 

Samuel  Stone  of  Salem,  tailor,  mortgaged  to  Roger 
Beal  of  Salem,  shipAvright,  one  hundred  and  five  rods  of 
land,  described  as  in  deed  of  John  Maule  to  Richard 
Oakes  ({)age  2(59) ,  March  25,  173(5. —  lieyistry  of  Deeds, 
book  71,  leaf  10. 

Will  of  Thomas  Maule  of  Salem,*  shopkeeper,  dated 
Aug.  30,  1723;  proved  July  2,  1724.  His  heirs  Avere 
.loseph  Maule,  a  son,  and  tAvo  or  more  daughters,  besides 
his  AvidoAv  Sarah.  This  meeting-house  lot  Avas  devised  in 
this  Avill. —  Probate  Files. 

Sarah  Clifton,  late  Sarah  Maule,  of  Philadelphia,  Pa., 
AvidoAv,  sometime  Avife  of  Thomas  ^laule  of  Salem, 
imu’chant,  deceased,  and  Thomas  Maule  and  Content 
Nicholson,  children  of  said  Thomas  Maule,  deceased, 
conveyed  to  her  (Sarah,  and  Thomas’)  son  Joseph  Maule 
land  on  the  south  side  of  the  main  street  in  Salem,  eti;., 
July  13,  1747. — lieyistry  of  Deeds,  book  91,  leaf  70. 

Joseph  Maull  of  Salem,  mariner,  mortgaged  dAvelling 
house  and  lot  Avhere  I  noAv  dAvell  to  Allies  Ward,  jr.,  of 
Salem,  joiner,  Oet.  23,  1747. —  lieyistry  of  Deeds,  book 
95,  leaf  196. 

Kxeeution  for  possession  of  a  dAV'elling  house  and  lot  of 
land  of  about  six  rods  in  suit  brought  by  Miles  Ward, 
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jr.,  of  Salem,  gentleman,  against  Kichard  Maiberry, 
blacksmith,  and  Abraham  Fowler,  mariner,  both  of  Salem, 
May  11,  1702,  bounded  north  by  the  main  street,  east 
and  south  by  Samuel  Stone,  and  westby  Joshua  Hicks. — 
Registry  of  Deeds,  hook  97,  leaf  253. 

Execution  in  suit  of  William  Browne  of  Salem,  esquire, 
against  Joseph  Maul  of  Salem,  mariner :  in  satisfaction 
whereof  a  piece  of  land  in  Salem,  bounded  as  follows,  mtis 
assigned  to  said  Brown,  viz  :  "Bounded  East  by  Land  of 
Samuel  Stone  Forty  three  feet  three  Inches  beginning 
from  the  North  East  Corner  of  the  Premifes  Bounded 
South  by  said  Stones  Land  Thirty  Eight  feet  three  Inches 
Bounded  Westerly  from  the  Corner  of  said  Stones  Land 
by  Land  now  in  the  Pofsefsion  of  Maj*'  Joshua  Hicks 
Sixteen  feet  as  the  fence  now  stands  to  a  Post  which  Post 
Stands  three  feet  from  the  Western  Corner  of  that  part  of 
the  Houfe  that  was  the  Meeting  Houfe  Joyning  to  the 
New  End  of  said  Houfe  and  from  thence  Southerly  two 
feet  four  Inches  which  makes  it  five  feet  four  Inches  from 
the  Western  Corner  aforesaid  and  from  thence  Westerly 
by  said  Hickes  Land  Twenty  four  feet  Ten  Inches  which 
Ends  five  feet  four  Inches  from  the  Norwest  Corner  of 
said  Houfe  and  from  thence  Northerly  by  the  Street 
Thirty  five  feet  Six  Inches  to  the  first  mentioned  Bound," 
valued  at  seventy  pounds,  Nov.  17,  17.')(). —  Registry  of 
Deeds,  hook  124,  leaf  222. 

William  Browne  died,  and  his  estate  descended  to  his 
son  William  Burnet  Browne.  See  Probate  Records. 

William  Burnet  Browne  of  Salem,  esquire,  for  fifty-four 
pounds,  eighteen  shillings,  and  eight  pence,  conveyed  to 
James  Ford  of  Salem,  schoolmaster,  "A  Small  piece  of 
Land  with  an  old  Dwelling  House  thereon  in  said  Salem 
the  same  Land  butting  Northerly  on  the  Main-ftreet  then 
Easterly  by  Land  heretofore  of  Samuel  Stone  deceased 
now  of  John  Bullock  Jim’’ as  the  fence  there  ftands  then 
Southerly  on  Land  heretofore  of  said  Stone  now  of  said 
Bullock  as  the  Fence  there  Stands  &  thence  in  two 
Courfes  by  said  Fords  Land  to  the  street  aforesaid,” 
July  13,  1767 — Registry  of  Deeds,  hook  121,  leaf  197. 
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James  Ford  of  Salem,  schoolmaster,  mortgaged  to 
Benjamin  Pickman,  jr.,  of  Salem,  gentleman,  "my 
Manfion  House  &  the  House  now  Occupied  by  Kichard 
Meberry  with  the  Land  under  them  &  thereto  adjoining  in 
Said  Salem  butting  Northerly  b}"  the  IVIain  Street  then 
Easterly  then  Southerly  &  Easterl}'  again  by  Land  of  John 
Bullock  jun''  heretofore  Samuel  Stone’s  &  Southerh'  on 
land  of  the  Heirs  of  Cock'  Reeves,  dec'*  or  one  of  them  & 
Westerly  by  Lands  of  Felt  Reeves  &  others  to  the  Street 
aforesaid,”  July  13,  17(57  ;  discharged  on  margin  Oct.  7, 
1781). — Registry  of  Deeds,  hook  121,  leaf  196.^ 

Will  of  James  Ford  of  Salem,  schoolmaster,  dated 
Nov.  1),  1775  ;  proved  July  11,  1781,  gave  his  estate  to 
his  wife  Mary  Ford. — Probate  Files. 

Will  of  Mar}'  Ford  of  Salem,  widow,  dated  Nov.  1 , 
1787  ;  proved  Nov.  9,  1787.  Samuel  Blyth  of  Salem, 
l)ainter,  appointed  administrator. — Probate  Files. 

Samuel  Blyth  of  Salem,  painter,  as  administrator  of 
the  estate  of  Mary  Ford  of  Salem,  deceased,  conveyed 
to  Robert  Wallis  of  Salem,  cabinet  maker,  a  lot  of  land 
with  the  buildings  thereon  in  said  Salem,  bounded 
northerly  by  the  main  street,  twenty-eight  feet  and  nine 
inches,  easterly  by  house  and  land  of  Thomas  Holmes 
forty-four  feet  and  four  inches,  southerly  by  house  and 
land  of  said  Thomas  Holmes  twenty-seven  feet  and  six 
inches,  and  westerly  by  land  late  of  James  Ford,  deceased, 
forty-one  feet,  Aug.  23,  1788. — Registrg  of  Deeds,  book 
147,  leaf  27 h. 

Samuel  Blyth  of  Salem,  painter,  as  administrator  of 
the  estate  of  Mary  Ford  of  Salem,  deceased,  conveyed  to 
Rev.  Daniel  Hopkins  of  Salem  a  lot  of  land  in  Salem, 
with  the  buildings  thereon,  bounded  northerly  by  the 
main  street  seventy-one  feet  and  six  inches,  easterly  by 
land  I,  as  said  administrator,  conveyed  to  Richard 
Downing^  Aug.  23,  1788,  forty  feet,  southerly  eight 

1  .Tames  Ford  bad  bou^bt  tlie  western  part  of  tins  lot  of  John  Ives  and  others 
.Ian.  19, 1764  (Registry  of  Deeds,  book  111,  leaf  278),  and  be  Inimedl.ately  erected 
tliereon  what  was  afterwards  the  bouse  of  Rev.  Daniel  Hopkins.  That  bouse  Is 
“iny  mansion  house;”  and  the  other  Is  the  meeting  bouse  and  Its  additions. 
Retween  1764  and  1787,  and  possibly  as  early  as  17.'>;i.  the  meetiuK-bouse  part  of 
this  teuement  house  was  separated  from  the  new  part,  and  removed.—  S. 

*  A  mistake  for  Robert  Wallis.—  S.  V. 
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feet  and  then  easterly  four  hundred  and  nineteen  feet, 
both  courses  by  land  of  Holmes,  southerly  by  land  of 
Bartholomew  Putnam  ninety-nine  feet  and  five  inches, 
westerly  by  land  of  Stephen  Osborn  ninety-seven  feet  and 
ten  inches,  northerly  twenty-seven  feet  and  six  inches  and 
westerly  three  hundred  and  fourteen  feet,  both  courses  by 
land  of  Felt  and  others,  and  westerly  by  land  of  Felt 
eight  feet.  Sept.  Id,  17d>S. — Itf'tiistri/  of  D<'eds,hook  147, 
leaf  2811. 

Robert  Wallis  of  Salem,  cabinet  maker,  for  fifty 
pounds,  conve^'ed  to  Nathaniel  Batchelder  of  Salem, 
cordwainer,  land  and  buildingsi  in  Salem,  described  in 
deed  of  Samuel  Blyth,adm’r,  to  Robert  Wallis,  recorded, 
book  147,  loaf  27.')  (sec  page  278),  bounded  westerly  by 
land  of  Rev.  Daniel  Hopkins,  July  !•,  17?<9. —  lie<jixtry 
of  Det'ds,  book  148,  leef  238. 

Nathaniel  Batehelder  of  Salem,  cordwainer,  for  eighteen 
hundred  and  seventt  -five  dollars,  conveyed  to  John  .lenks 
of  Salem,  merchant,  dwelling  house  and  a  eertain  lot  of 
land  described  in  deed  of  Wallis  to  me,  recorded,  book 
148,  leaf  288,  June  24,  180.’). — l{e<fi>itvy  of  Dee(U,book 
178,  leaf  197. 

HISTORY  OF  TOMPKINS’  INN. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  projirietors  of  land  lying  in 
common  in  Salem  held  at  the  Town  house  Fel).  2,  1718- 
!(  :  '"Voted  that  there  be  Giuen  and  is  Granted  unto 
Benjamin  Parnall  Six  Poles  of  I^iand  on  and  about  the 
})lace  where  he  hath  dug  a  Seller  by  the  Side  of  the  Hill 
near  mr.  Prefscots  meeting  houfe  to  be  Laid  out  b}'  the 
Gnind  Gommite.” —  Salem  Commoners  llecords,  1713- 
1 739,  page  43. 

Nathaniel  Tompkins  married  Mary  Paseo  Jul3'8, 1703. — 
Salem  Town  Records. 

William  Porter  of  Salem,  3'eoman,  for  thirty-six 
pounds,  conveyed  to  Nathaniel  Tompkins  of  Salem, 
yeoman,  "A  Certain  Houfe  with  Six  Pole  of  Ground 

>  Mr.  Batehelder  probably  built  the  house  now  standing  on  tlic  site.—  S.  /’. 
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Scituate  in  the  Towne  of  Salem  near  The  Meeting  Iloufe 
in  the  Midle  Pi-ecinct,”  May  1,  1726.  —  JletjiHtry  of 

Deeds,  book  60,  leaf  1 7. 

Nathaniel  Tompkins  approved  of  as  an  innholder  at  his 
house  by  the  meeting  house  in  the  middle  })reeinet  June 
5,1727. —  Salem  Toicn  Records,  paye  o2.  Same,  1726 
(location  not  given). 

Nathaniel  Tompkins  of  Salem  licensed  as  an  innholder 
Julv  11,  1727. —  Records  of  Court  of  Ceneral  Sessions, 
1726-1744,  page  42. 

Nathaniel  Tompkins  of  Salem,  innholder,  for  forty- 
five  pounds,  conveyed  to  Benjamin  Paniel  of  Salem, 
fisherman,  "a  Certain  Dwelling  house  and  about  Six  pole 
of  land  Scituate  in  Salem  afores**  Near  the  Midle 
precinct  Meeting  house  heretofore  Granted  to  Benjamin 
Parnel  Father  of  the  before  Named  Ben j"  Parnel,”  Oct. 
30,  1731.  Wife  Mary  consented.-  Registry  of  Deeds, 
book  60,  leaf  262. 

Nathaniel  Tompkins  was  called  "innholder”  in  1720  and 
1730. 

Will  of  Nathaniel  Tompkins  of  Salem,  yeoman,  dated 
July  15,  1732,  was  proved  Aug.  14,  1732.  It  was 
written  by  Rev.  Benjamin  Prescott,  who  lived  near  the 
Tompkins’.  He  devised  to  his  wife  NIarv  part  of  his  real 
estate,  and  the  rest  to  his  sisters  Rebecca  Mas(“y,  Mary 
Flagg  and  Debonih  Flagg,  and  to  the  children  of  his 
sister  Eliz  :  Reed  (Rich?). —  Probate  Records  and  Piles, 
Case  m.  27,  803. 

Mary  Tompkins  was  approved  as  an  innholder  July  2, 
1733. —  Salem  Town  Records,  page  1 80. 

Benjamin  Parnel  of  Salem,  fisherman,  for  sixty-five 
pounds,  conveyed  to  John  Trask  of  Salem,  yeoman,  "All 
that  My  Dwelling  house  with  y  land  thereto  belonging 
being  About  Six  poles  more  or  lefs  Scituate  in  Salem 
afores**  Near  the  Middle  precinct  NIeeting  house  being 
that  peice  or  parcell  of  land  which  was  heretofore  Granted 
by  the  Prop'^s  to  my  father  Benj*  Parnell,  Dec'',”  Dec. 
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11,  1788.  Wife  Annis  released  dower. —  lieyistry  of 
Deeds,  book  62,  leaf  151. 

Ebcnezer  (ioodale  approved  as  an  innholder  in  the 
house  of  Mary  Tompkins,  and  in  her  room,  July  5,  173<). 
—  /Salem  Town  Records,  patje  226. 

John  Trask  of  Salem,  husbandman,  for  one  hundred 
pounds,  conveyed  to  Ebenezer  Goodale  of  Salem, 
innholder,  "All  That  my  Dwelling  House  withy"  Land 
Thereto  belonging  being  about  Six  poles  more  or  Lefs 
Scituate  in  Salem  afores*'  near  y"  Middle  Precinct  Meeting 
House  which  House  and  Land  I  p''chased  of  Benjamin 
Par  nail  of  Salem  aforesaid,”  March  15,  1788/7. — Registry 
of  Deeds,  book  74,  leaf  26. 

John  Massy  approved  of  as  an  innholder  at  Tompkins’, 
by  the  selectmen,  July  8,  1788.  — Salem  Town  Records, 
page  256. 

Ebenezer  Goodell  of  Salem,  husbandman,  for  one 
hundred  jiounds,  conveyed  to  Timothy  Upton  of  Salem, 
cordwainer,  "A  Dwelling  House  Barn  &  Six  poles  of 
Land  in  Salem  afores''  near  the  Middle  Precinct  Meeting 
house  Originally  granted  to  Benj''  Parnel  as  Record 
appears,”  Aug.  21,  1740.  — Registry  of  Deeds,  hook  80, 
leaf  105. 

Ebenezer  Goodell  approved  of  for  an  innholder  in  the 
house  late  Tompkins,  by  the  selectmen,  Aug.  1,  1743. 
Same,  July  1,  1745.  —  Salem  Town  Records. 

Widow  Ruth  ITpton  was  appointed  administratrix  of 
the  estate  of  her  deceased  husband,  Timothy  Upton  of 
Danvers,  Nov.  7,  1758.  In  his  inventory  is  appraised 
"One  Small  House  &  Six  pole  of  Land  £13.  6.  8.” — 
Probate  Records  and  Files,  Case  No.  28,504. 

Nathan  Upton  of  Danvers,  yeoman,  for  one  hundred 
and  seventy-five  pounds,  conveyed  to  Solomon  Wyman  of 
Danvers,  laborer,  "  a  certain  dwelling  houfe  with  the  land 
thereto  belonging  being  late  the  Eftate  of  my  father  M' 
Timothy  Upton  dec**  now  occupied  b}"  Ifaac  Reed 
containing  fix  poles  more  or  lefs  fituate  in  Danvers 
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atbrofaid  near  the  Ibuth  pavifh  meeting  houfe,”  Aug. 
1779. — lieijialry  of  Deeds,  hook  139,  leaf  3. 

Solomon  Wyman  of  Danvers,  yeoman,  forsixt}'  pounds, 
conveyed  to  Benjamin  Jacobs  of  Danvers,  "  a  Certain 
dwelling  house  with  the  Land  thereunto  belonging 
Situate  in  Danvers  aforesaid  Containing  Six  Poles  of  land 
more  or  lefs  it  being  the  house  that  I  Bought  of  M''  Nathan 
Cpton  near  the  South  Parish  meeting  house,”  Sept.  10, 
1783. — lleyistry  of  Deeds,  hook  142,  leaf  108. 

Zaeheriah  King  of  Danvers,  yeoman,  for  one  hundred 
dollars,  eonve3'ed  to  Benjamin  Jacobs  of  Ilenniker,  N.  II., 
gentleman,  by  quitclaim  deed,  "onej)ieeeof  land  in  laid 
Danvers,  containing  six  poles  more  or  lets  with  a  building 
thereon,  bounded  foutherly  and  eaiterh"  on  land  occupied 
by  Daniel  Keed,  northerly  and  westerly  on  the  highway 
being  the  fame  houfe  and  land  the  laid  Ben  jamin  bought 
of  Solomon  Wyman,”  and  other  land.  Sept.  12,  1800.  — 
Ileyistry  oj  Deeds,  hook  107,  leaf  02. 

Benjamin  Jacobs  of  Kowley,  gentleman,  for  three 
hundred  dollars,  conveyed  to  Ben  jamin  Jacobs  of  Danvers, 
mariner,  "a  certain  dwelling  house  with  the  land  under 
and  adjoining  the  same,  containing  about  ten  poles,  more 
or  lefs,  f  ituate  in  Danvers  aforesaid,  at  present  occupy ed  by 
Solomon  Wyman  and  bounded  westerly  &  Northerly  on 
the  highway’.  Easterly  and  Southerly  on  land  occupyed 
by  Daniel  Keed,”  Mav  20,  1806.  —  Ueyistry  of  Deeds, 
hook  177,  leaf  208.' 

Solomon  Wyman,  yeoman,  and  wife  Eunice,  of 
Danvers,  for  thirW-five  dollars,  <iuitclaimed  to  Benjamin 
Jacobs  of  Danvers,  mariner,  "a  certain  lot  of  land  with 
a  small  dwelling  house  standing  on  the  same  situate  near 
the  south  meeting  house  in  Danvers,  and  is  bounded 
westerly  on  the  highway,  northerly  on  another  highway 
called  the  back  way,  easterly  and  southerly  on  land  of 
Daniel  Reed  ;  containing  four  poles  be  the  same  more  or 
less,”  Feb.  24,  1.S12. —  lleyistry  of  Deeds,  hook  193, 
leaf  194. 

Benjamin  Jaiaibs  of  Danvers,  mariner,  for  five  hundred 
dollars,  conveyed  to  Lewis  Allen  of  Salem,  cordwainer. 
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"a  certain  piece  of  land  situate  and  lying  in  Danvers 
aforesaid  near  the  south  meeting  house  bounded  as  follows, 
to  wit,  beginning  at  the  southwest  corner  on  land  of 
Daniel  Keed,  thence  running”  northerly  and  bounded 
westerly  on  the  street  thirty-two  feet,  bounded  northerly 
by  highway  loading  to  AVallis’  mills,  so  called,  one 
hundred  and  eighteen  feet,  easterly  by  land  of  Daniel 
Reed  twenty  feet,  southerly  twenty-four  feet,  southeasterly 
fourteen  feet,  and  southerly  eighty-one  feet,  all  by  land 
of  Daniel  Keed,  Oct.  (i,  1818.  No  buildings  are 
mentioned. — liefiistry  of  Deeds,  book  219,  leaf  38. 

DAVID  NICHOLS’  FARM. 

The  homestead  was  the  property  of  Thorndike  Proctor 
in  17.').”,  and  there  was  then  a  dwelling-house  upon  it. 

"At  a  meeting  of  y*'  Selectmen  of  Salem  .lan^’  P*  A  D. 
17.’>3  all  present  save  Cap*  Leach 

"Agreed  M''  Thorndike  Procter  haue  an  order  on  y"' 
Treas*  for  26/8  for  y*'  use  of  his  House  at  y‘'  entrance  of 
y*' Horfe-pafture,  while  David  Boyce  .lun'^  wife  had  y*" 
Small-pox  there  &  y‘‘  damages  the  s'*  Thorndike  suffered 
by  her  being  placed  there.  ’ 

— Salem  Town  Records. 

Thorndike  Proctor  lived  on  Boston  street,  at  Fowler 
street. 

Samuel  Pope  of  Salem,  blacksmith,  wife  Sarah,  for  one 
hundred  and  thirty  pounds,  conveyed  to  Moses  Steward 
of  Salem,  bricklayer,  dwelling  house  and  one  acre  of  land 
butting  every  way  on  the  great  pasture,  so  called,  as  ye 
same  is  now  fenced,  Dec.  15, 1737. —  Rerjistry  of  Deeds, 
hook  74,  leaf  8.5. 

Moses  Steward  conveyed  the  estate  he  purchased  as 
above  to  Thorndike  Proctor. 

Thorndike  Proctor  died  July  — ,  1774;  and  in  the 
settlement  of  his  estate  this  lot  bought  of  Moses  Steward 
was  assigned  to  the  widow  as  dower  in  1775.  The  north 
end  of  the  field  lying  westerly  and  adjoining  to  the 
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pasture  on  Norman’s  Rocks,  with  a  small  old  house  and 
barn  on  the  same,  one  acre  and  one  hundred  and  four 
rods,  was  assigned  to  Robert  Proctor,  son  of  the  deceased, 
in  the  division  of  the  real  estate  in  1775*. —  Probate 
Records  and  Files. 

The  j)art  assigned  to  the  widow  of  Thorndike  Proctor, 
as  her  doM'cr,  was  conveyed  by  the  administrator  of  the 
estate  to  Thorndike  Proctor,  for  three  pounds,  Oct.  22. 
17851. —  Registnj  of  Deeds.,  hook  lol,  leaf  244. 

The  Thorndike  Proctor  who  bought  the  dower  part  as 
above  lived  in  Salem,  and  M’as  a  mariner.  He  was  son  of 
Robert,  and  grandson  of  Thorndike  Proctor.  He  died 
in  175*2,  being  called  "captain”.  He  devised  this  dower 
lot  to  his  brother  Robert  Proctor,  jr. 

The  dwelling-house  and  barn  and  one  and  one-half 
acres  of  land  assigned  to  him  in  the  division  of  the 
real  estate  of  his  father,  Thorndike  Proctor,  M'as  conveyed 
by  Robert  Proctor,  M'ho  M'as  a  blacksmith  and  lived  here, 
for  forty  pounds,  to  Benjamin  (ioodhue  of  Salem,  es(|uire, 
and  Jeremiah  Hacker  of  Brunswick,  Cumberland  county, 
July  12, 178.5. —  Registry  of  Deeds,  hook  143,  leaf  208. 

.Mr.  Hacker  conveyed  his  half  interest  in  the  land  and 
buildings  to  Thorndike  Proctor  .June  27,  1787. — 

Registrg  of  Deeds,  book  148,  leaf  42. 

Thorndike  Proctor  died  in  175*2,  as  stated  above, 
having  devised  all  his  real  estate  to  his  brother  Robert 
Proctor,  jr.,  who  lived  here. 

Benjamin  Goodhue  conveyed  his  half  interest  in  the 
land  and  buildings  to  his  nephew,  Robert  Proctor  of 
Salem,  shopkeeper  (the  same  as  the  Robert  Proedor,  jr., 
above),  Oct.  31,  1810. —  Registrg  of  Deeds,  hook  190, 
leaf  2^d3. 

Robert  Proctor  jr.,  died  Dee.  4,  1841,  intestate, 

leaving  only  one  child,  Martha  Ann,  wife  of  David 
Nichols. 

Mrs.  Nichols  died  Feb.  2,  1892,  without  children, and  the 
premises  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  present  owner,  Mrs. 
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(lannon,  by  deed.  It  was  while  the  estate  was  owned  by 
Mrs.  Nichols  that  the  building  in  (jiiestion  was  conveyed 
to  the  Essex  Institute. 

THE  BUILDING  IN  QUESTION. 

The  plans  and  drawings  on  the  following  jiagcs 
represent  the  frame  w’ork  of  the  building  in  question 
as  it  now  stands  in  the  rear  of  Plummer  Hall  so  far  as 
can  be  seen.  The  drawings  are  made  from  actual  and 
exact  measurements,  the  scale  being  marked  on  each 
drawing. 

The  new  part  of  each  piece  of  frame  work  is  shown  b}^ 
a  lighteiM^olorcd  paint  than  the  old  portion.*  Mortises 
are  in  black. 

All  the  posts  are  of  soft  wood  except  that  in  the 
northwestern  corner,  which  is  numbered  4.  That  post 
is  oak.  The  plates  and  beams  are  all  soft  wood.  So  are 
the  rafters.  The  pieces  between  the  rafters  are  of  oak. 

AVhen  the  building  was  removed  from  the  "David 
Nichols  Farm,”  where  it  had  stood,  as  marked  on  the 
})receding  map,  since  before  1833,  being  used  as  a  cow 
shed,  it  had  a  small  window  on  the  back  side,  about  a 
foot  s(juarc,  having  small  diamond  panes  of  glass  set  in 
lead. 2  The  frontispiece  shows  the  location  of  the  door 
and  windows  and  the  general  outside  apiiearance  as  it  was 
when  first  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Essex  Institute  in 
18(50.  This  is  a  copy  of  a  pencil  sketch  made  by  James  H. 
Emerton  at  that  time.  It  was  removed  to  the  Institute 
in  1864. 

The  location  of  the  beam,  measuring  8  X  8|  inches 
on  an  average,  wdiich  now  supports  the  front  portion  of 
the  gallery,  is  shown  in  the  drawing  of  posts  numbered  2 
and  7. 

The  drawings  of  the  timbers  show  them  as  they  arc 
seen  from  the  centre  of  the  floor  of  the  building,  as  shown 
on  the  ground  plan,  page  28(5. 

.Vll  the  timbers  are  hewn,  and  are  more  or  less  rough, 
with  partly  rounded  corners.  Sections  are  decayed  to  a 
slight  extent. 


•  In  tlic  eiifn-nvln^ffl  tlie  oM  part  of  the  tlnibern  id  indicated  by  Blinding. — Ed. 

*  Mr.  Gannon,  on  tiie  premiscB,  reineniberB  tide  window.—  S.  /’. 
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The  mortises  shown  are  those  in  sight,  and  not  used 
now. 

Braces,  principally  of  oak,  are  nailed  at  the  ends  of  the 
corner  posts. 

Before  its  removal  the  beam  which  supports  the  front 
of  the  gallery  was  tenoned  into  the  upper  mortises.  It 
is  now  in  ancient  mortises. 

THE  TRADITIONS. 

George  W.  Bruce,  of  Salem,  states  that  his  mother, 
whose  maiden-name  was  Sarah  Proctor,  was  born  in  this 
building  March  12,  1787.  Also,  her  brother  Benjamin 
^  Proctor  was  born  in  it  Oct.  24,  1775.  These  Proctors 
were  children  of  Kobert  Proctor,  who  owned  the  Nichols 
farm  from  1779  till  1785,  and  had  probably  lived  there 
from  the  time  of  his  marriage,  about  175(5,  until  his  death, 
Feb.  1,  1802.  Mr.  Bruce  says  that  the  building  had  not 
been  changed  in  appt'arancc  since  1888,  when  he  first 
remembers  having  seen  it.  lie  never  knew  it  to  be  used 
for  any  other  purpose  than  a  cow  shed.  He  used  to  hear 
it  called  "The  first  meeting-house”  when  he  was  young 
(having  been  born  about  1825).  He  is  not  sure  that  he 
ev’er  heard  that  it  was  called  "The  old  tavern  house,”  or 
a  part  of  "Tom})kins  inn”.  The  Proctors  were  Friends 
or  (Quakers.  Robert  Proctor,  jr.,  son  of  abovenamed 
Robert  Proctor,  lived  in  the  soutliern  end  of  the  Nichols 
house,  the  other  end,  which  is  toward  Boston  street, 
having  been  built  on  later. 

Caleb  Pierce  of  Salem  stated,  before  18(50,  that 
Benjamin  Proctor  and  his  sister,  both  excellent  people, 
who  were  told  the  same  by  the  Pope  family,  stated  "that 
they  well  remembered  that  the  old  tavern  was  always 
known  as  having  been  made  from  the  first  meeting  house.” 
Mr.  Proctor  said  he  had  heard  his  father  say  so  more  than 
a  hundred  times.  Said  Benjamin  Proctor  and  his  sister 
were  both  born  in  the  old  tavern.  "Joseph  Pope,”  said 
Mr.  Pierce,  "the  first  of  the  name  avIio  came  to  New 
England,  was  in  Salem  in  1(53(5 ;  his  name  appears  on  the 
Salem  records  about  that  time.  Josejdi  Pope,  2d,  was 
baptized  in  1G50,  married,  in  1(569  ;  Bethusa  Folger, 
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aunt  to  Doctor  Fninklin.  Enos  Pope,  son  of  Josci)h, 
2d,  was  born  in  1()90 ;  and  lived  near  the  Fowler  house 
in  Boston  street.  In  1718,  he  built  the  house  now 
occupied  by  Mr.  Wilkins,  at  the  foot  of  Gallows  hill, 
which  was  within  a  few  rods  of  this  old  building,  in  which 
Enos,  2d,  was  born  in  1721,  and  who  died  at  the  age  of 
ninety-two.  Enos,  3d,  was  born  in  17(59.  My  recollec¬ 
tions  of  my  grandfather,  Enos,  2d,  arc  very  clear  and 
distinct.  Until  a  few  months  of  his  death  he  was  very 
active,  clear-minded  and  communicative.  He  was 
frequenth'  incpiired  of  b}'  people  with  regard  to  previous 
events,  and  he  was  so  exact  in  his  account  of  dates  and 
particulars  that  it  was  supposed  he  had  kept  a  journal  for 
many  years,  which  was  not  the  case.  1  remember  his 
pointing  out  the  course  of  the  old  road,  which  passed  the 
tavern  house  and  joined  the  present  street  directly 
opposite  his  house.  Mlth  Enos  Pope,  3d,  I  lived  nearly 
fort}"  years.  He  was  full  of  information  and  anecdotes, 
and  yet  very  cautious  and  careful  in  his  statements.  It 
was  from  him  and  his  sisters,  who  lived  in  the  family  long 
after  their  father’s  death,  that  I  got  the  account.  It  was 
never  doubted  by  them.  It  should  be  remembered  that 
the  persons  I  have  named  were  separated  only  by  death, 
although  very  long-lived  ;  father,  son  and  grandson  having 
lived  together  in  the  same  house,  aiid  the  connection  that 
bound  the  past  to  the  present  was  never  broken  for  a  day.” 
The  Popes  were,  also.  Friends,  or  (Quakers,  having  been 
of  that  persuasion  since  the  persecution  of  the  Friends 
in  the  seventeenth  century. 

Gilbert  L.  Streeter  writes:  "This  old  building  was 
said  to  have  been,  and  doubtless  was,  a  part  of  an  ancient 
tavern,  known  as  Tompkins’  Inn,  and  it  was  situated  at 
the  point  nearest  to  Boston  street,  where  the  end  of 
Proctor  street  now  is.  I  published  an  account  of  this* 
pleasant  iRmble  at  the  time  in  a  Salem  newspaper ;  and 
in  it  I  said  :  'The  reader  may  have  seen  this  old  tavei’n, 
back  of  Blubber  Hollow,  and  may  have  mused  upon  its 
anti(|uity.  Some,  who  priTer  what  is  interesting  to  what 
is  strictly  matter  of  fact,  like  to  consider  it  as  tin*  original 

*  This  is  taken  from  n  notice  of  a  niinhle  l>y  Mr.  Streeter  in  IsTiO.  — S.  /’. 
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first  church, —  or  meeting  house,  as  the  godly  and  ext'iii 
aiiti-papal  fathers  of  the  early  days  styled  their  houses  of 
worship.’  I  thus  happened  to  be  the  first  person  who 
called  public  attention  to  this  ancient  and  interesting 
building,  as  it  then  was,  and  one  of  the  few  who  saw  it 
in  its  dirty  and  dilapidated  condition.  It  had,  for  many 
years,  been  used  as  a  barn,  or  cow-house,  and  you  will 
notice  that  at  that  time  I  disclaimed  belief  in  the  legend 
that  it  had  been  '  the  first  meeting  house.’  Not  long  after, 
in  1859,  the  Essex  Institute  took  the  matter  up.” 

SIZE  OF  MEETING-HOUSES. 

In  Dedham,  in  1(537,  two  years  after  the  town  was 
settled,  when  the  population  was  much  less  than  that  of 
Salem,  a  meeting-house  thirty-six  feet  long,  twenty  feet 
wide,  and  twelve  feet  stud,  was  built. 

In  New  Haven,  in  1(537,  when  the  town  was  much 
smaller  than  Salem,  the  meeting-house  was  fifty  feet 
square. 

Haverhill  erected  a  meeting-house,  in  1(548,  when  the 
town  was  very  small,  having  been  settled  in  1(540,  twenty- 
six  by  twenty  feet. 

In  Lynn,  in  1(532,  upon  the  ver}  first  settlement  of  the 
town,  a  meeting-house,  said  to  have  been  twenty  feet 
stpiare,  was  built. 


COST  OF  Bi:iLI)IXGS. 

In  1659,  John  Norman  built  a  dwelling-house  for  the 
minister  on  Capo  Ann  Side  for  forty-five  pounds.  It  was 
thirty-eight  feet  long,  seventeen  feet  wide,  and  eleven 
feet  stud.  It  had  three  chimneys, —  two  below  and  one 
above  ;  a  porch  eight  feet  scpiare  ;  and  eight  windows, — 
four  below  and  four  above.  —  Halem  Quarterly  (Jourl 
Files,  volume  .7,  leaf  .57. 

Doctor  Bentley,  in  his  histor}^  of  Salem,  states  that 
”  an  unfinished  building  of  one  story  was  used  occasion¬ 
ally  for  public  worship  in  Salem  from  1(529  to  1(534.  A 
proper  house  was  then  er(*cted  by  Mr.  Norton,  who  was 
to  have  one  hundred  pounds  sterling  for  it.” 
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POPULATION  OF  SALEM. 

Kov.  Joseph  B.  Felt,  the  Annalist  of  Salem,  states  that 
in  1(529  there  were  "eleven  houses  in  Salem,  besides 
cottages.”  He,  also,  says  that  two  hundn'd  and  twenty- 
six  houses  were  built  before  1(538  ;  and  four  hundred  and 
(ifty-nine,  "mostly  huts  and  cottages,  ”  before  1(5(50. 

'Pile  population  of  Salem  at  any  period  of  those  early 
times  is  not  known ;  but  it  must  have  been  several 
hundred  in  1(530,  and  subsequently  more. 

The  chureh  records  show  that,  in  1637,  there  were  one 
hundred  and  seventy-nine  members. 

Every  person,  as  a  rule,  was  compelled  to  attend  the 
church  service  in  the  early  days  ;  and  probably  the  church 
attendance  was  four  times  the  number  of  members. 

Reference  to  the  address  of  President  Rantoul  to  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  Institute,  dated  Oct.  2,  1899, 
is  made  for  further  jiartieulars  as  to  the  population  of 
Salem  in  the  early  days. 

THE  SALEM  PEOPLE. 

As  to  size,  style  of  architecture,  finish,  and  cost,  what 
would  the  settlers  of  Sahmi  be  presumed  to  do?  They 
were  men  of  means,  character,  religion,  taste,  and  culture. 
More  so,  perhajis,  than  of  any  other  settlement  is  the 
statement  true. 

This  has  always  been  the  shire  town  of  the  county, 
and  the  meeting-house,  which  was  substantially  the  only 
public  building  in  the  town  until  after  1(575,  was  located 
on  the  most  prominent  of  the  public  squares  from  1634  to 
1672. 

In  1(534,  Doctor  Bentley  says,  Salem  began  to  flourish; 
and,  it  may  be  added,  has  flourished  ever  since. 


MARINE  NOTES. 


FROM  A  NEWS  HOOK  KEPT  IN  SALEM,  MASS.,  1812-lHl.’), 
AT  THE  OFFICE  OF  THE  ESSEX  INSURANCE 
COMPANY,  NATHANIEL  BOMDITCH, 

PRESIDENT. 


COPIED  BY  GEORGE  L.  PEABODY. 


{Continued  from  Vol.  XXXVIII,  paye  152.) 


Monday,  April  5  [1813].  Brig  Loo,  29  days  Iroin 
France,  has  arrived  at  Portland.  Ship  Print,  from 
Marblehead,  has  been  captured  &  ordered  for  England. 
Market  good.  A  Large  Ship  M'ith  a  blue  flag  at  the  fore, 
bright  sides  &  no  head,  standing  for  Boston,  was  seen  at 
10  A.  M.,  Smiles  outside  the  light.  Sch'  Stockholm  at 
N.  York,  7  days  from  Halifax.  Sailed  in  Co.  with  the 
B.  Frigates  Shannon,  Nymph  &  Tenedos,  to  cruize  oft' 
Boston.  Ship  Samuel,  MMth  Consul  Lee  &  100  other 
j)assengers  has  arrived  at  N.  York  from  Cadiz.  The  crew 
(of  the  Montesquieu  from  Canton)  have  landed  at 
Lewistown  from  the  Poictiers. 

April  ft.  Sch”  Ohio,  from  Beverly  for  a  Southern  port, 
taken  &  burnt  by  the  Atalanta.  Frigate  U.  States  &  IF' 
.\rgus  drop’d  into  E.  River.  Liverpool  Packet  in  the 
Bay,  oft'  halfway  rock. 

April  7.  Privateer  Liverpool  Packet  in  sight,  having 
landed  some  prisoners  in  Marblehead  last  night. 

April  8.  Fast  Day. 

April  10.  Arrived  U.  S.  Ship  Cheaspeake  from  a 
cruize  of  IIS  days. 

Monday,  April  12  [1813].  Frigates  Tenedos  & 

Shannon  4  miles  outside  Baker’s  Island,  standing  S.  E. 
The  Tenedos  &  Shannon  Frigates  boarded  a  Ship  in  sight 
of  Leg’s  Hill  &  permitted  her  to  pass.  Dec.  10“',  Ship 
(294) 
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Itaiiiblor  of  Siilcni,  17  days  from  Manilla  for  8aleni,  was 
spoken  at  North  Island,  by  the  Sally  from  Canton.  5  i*.  m. 
The  Tenedos  &  Shannon  in  sight  2  or  3  leagues  otf, 
standing  to  the  N.  East. 

April  13.  Arr’d  at  Boston  yesterday.  Ship  Marcellus, 
Ward,  2(1  days  from  Lisbon.  Privateer  Brig  Alfred, 
Bessom,  was  spoken  on  the  5‘''  Lat.  42°  N.  Long.  57°  W. 
IJ.  S.  Brig  Argus  sailed  from  N.  York  on  Thursday  last, 
to  cruize  in  the  Sound. 

April  15.  A  Ship  from  Lisbon  for  Portsmouth  was 
east  away  on  R^'^e  Beach  on  Tuesday  night,  the  Capt. 

( Shapley )  drowned . 

'fhe  British  Frigates  were  seen  olf  (,'ape  Ann  yesterday 
afternoon,  &  again  this  morning  2  leagues  distant. 

Brig  Diomede  was  left  at  Manilla  first  of  December. 

Mr.  Reed  (M.  (^.)  reports  that  the  Frigates  were 
distinctly  seen  from  Marblehead  this  forenoon. 

Ai)ril  1(1.  'The  U.  S.  Ship  Hornet  is  fitting  for  a 
|)assage  across  the  Atlantic.” 

April  17.  Arr’d  at  N.  Bedford  on  Thursday,  Ship 
Harmony,  Browne,  105  days  from  ('alcutta,  bound  to 
\.  York.  Chased  by  a  Frigate  on  the  day  of  her  arrival. 
11  A.  M.  Two  large  Ships,  jirobably  the  Tenedos  & 
Shannon,  in  sight  from  the  Derby  Wharf,  steering  about 
S.  S.  E.  under  short  sail.  4  i*.  M.  The  2  Frigates 
standing  out  from  Boston  light,  about  E.  S.  E. 

Monday,  April  19  [1813].  The  Privateer  Cossack, 
Upton,  of  this  port  is  capf  by  theSclF  Bream,  together 
with  her  j)rize(Brig) .  Arr’d  at  St.  John. 

The  Packet  fitted  out  at  New  London  for  the  purpose 
of  taking  the  enemies  tenders  ofl‘  that  port,  succeeded  in 
ca{)turing  a  fishing  smack  (English!  having  on  board 
asonof  Adm.  Cockburn,  a  Lieut.  &  11  men,  they  are 
all  in  snug  ({uarters.  ^13=*  The  President  &  Congress  are 
ready  for  sea.’  The  IL  States  is  also  said  to  be  ready. 

April  20.  The  Ship  Calcutta  of  N.  York  is  captured 
&  carried  into  Guernsey  —  from  Madras.  The  Brig 
below  is  the  Favorite  of  Boston,  2(5  days  from  Lisbon. 
On  Jefireys  Bank  was  boarded  by  La  Hogue,  74  Guns, 
at  Anchor.  5  License  vessels  outward  bound  had  been 
cap''  by  La  Hogue,  one  of  which  was  the  Despatch  of 
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FllOM  A  NEWS  BOOK  KBIT  IN  SALEM,  MASS.,  1812-181.'), 
AT  THE  OFFICE  OF  THE  ESSEX  INSFRANCE 
COMPANY,  NATHANIEL  UOM'DITCH, 

PRESIDENT. 


(OPIED  BY  GEORGE  L.  PEABODY. 


{Continued  from  Vol.  XXXVlll,  page  152.) 


Monday,  April  5  [1813].  Brig  Lpo,  211  days  from 
France,  has  arrived  at  Portland.  Ship  Print,  from 
Marblehead,  has  been  captured  &  ordered  for  England. 
Market  good.  A  Large  Ship  M’ith  a  blue  flag  at  the  fore, 
bright  sides  &  no  head,  standing  for  Boston,  \vas  seen  at 
10  A.  M.,  Smiles  outside  the  light.  Sch'"  Stockholm  at 
N.  York,  7  days  from  Halifax.  Sailed  in  Co.  with  the 
B.  Frigates  Shannon,  Nymph  &  Tenedos,  to  cruize  oil’ 
Boston.  Ship  Samuel,  with  Consul  Lee  &  100  other 
passengers  has  arrived  at  N.  York  from  Cadiz.  The  crew 
(of  the  Montesquieu  from  Canton)  have  landed  at 
Lewistown  from  the  Poictiers. 

April  0.  Sch®  Ohio,  from  Beverly  for  a  Southern  port, 
taken  &  burnt  by  the  Atalanta.  Frigate  U.  States  &  IF' 
Argus  drop’d  into  E.  River.  Liverpool  Packet  in  the 
Ba}^  off  halfway  rock. 

April  7.  Privateer  Liverpool  Packet  in  sight,  having 
landed  some  prisoners  in  Marblehead  last  night. 

April  8.  Fast  Day. 

April  10.  Arrived  U.  S.  Ship  Cheaspeake  from  a 
cruize  of  11,5  days. 

Monday,  April  12  [1813].  Frigates  Tenedos  & 

Shannon  4  miles  outside  Baker’s  Island,  standing  S.  E. 
The  Tenedos  &  Shannon  Frigates  boarded  a  Ship  in  sight 
of  Leg’s  Hill  &  permitted  her  to  pass.  Dec.  10“',  Ship 
(294) 
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Kaiubler  of  Salem,  17  days  from  Manilla  for  Salem,  was 
spoken  at  North  Island,  by  the  Sally  from  Canton.  5  i’.  M. 
The  Tenedos  &  Shannon  in  sight  2  or  8  leagues  oil*, 
standing  to  the  East. 

April  18.  Arr’d  at  Boston  yesterday.  Ship  Marcellus, 
Ward,  2d  days  from  Lisbon.  Privateer  Brig  Alfred, 
Bessom,  was  spoken  on  the  o*''  Lat.  42°  X.  Long.  57°  W. 
IJ.  S.  Brig  Argus  sailed  from  X.  I'ork  on  Thursday  last, 
to  cruize  in  the  Sound. 

April  15.  A  Ship  from  Lisbon  for  Portsmouth  was 
east  away  on  Kj'e  Beach  on  Tuesday  night,  the  Capt. 
(Shapley)  drowned. 

'Flic  British  Frigates  were  seen  olf  Cape  Ann  yesterday 
afternoon,  eVt  again  this  morning  2  leagues  distant. 

Brig  Diomede  was  k‘ft  at  Manilla  first  of  December. 

Mr.  Reed  (M.  C.)  reports  that  the  Frigates  were 
distinctly  seen  from  Marblehead  this  forenoon. 

.Vpril  1().  "The  C.  S.  Ship  Hornet  is  fitting  for  a 
passage  across  the  Atlantic.” 

April  17.  Arr’d  at  X.  Bedford  on  Thursday,  Ship 
Harmony,  Browne,  105  days  from  ('alcutta,  bound  to 
X.  York.  Chased  by  a  Frigate  on  the  day  of  her  arrival. 
11  A.  M.  Two  large  Ships,  probably  the  Tenedos  & 
Shannon,  in  sight  from  the  Derby  Wharf,  steering  about 
S.  S.  E.  under  short  sail.  4  i*.  M.  The  2  Frigates 
standing  out  from  Boston  light,  about  E.  S.  E. 

Monday,  April  19  [1818].  The  Privateer  Cossack, 
Upton,  of  this  port  is  capC  by  theSch''  Bream,  together 
with  her  prize  (Brig).  Arr'd  at  St.  John. 

The  Packet  fitted  out  at  New  London  for  the  purpose 
of  taking  the  enemies  tenders  off  that  port,  succeeded  in 
cai)turing  a  fishing  smack  (Englishl  having  on  board 
asonof  Adm.  Cockburn,  a  Lieut.  &  11  men,  they  are 
all  in  snug  (juarters.  The  President  &  Congress  are 

ready  for  sea.’  The  U.  States  is  also  said  to  be  ready. 

April  20.  The  Ship  Calcutta  of  X.  York  is  captured 
&  carried  into  Guernsey  —  from  Madras.  The  Brig 
below  is  the  Favorite  of  Boston,  20  days  from  Lisbon. 
On  Jeffreys  Bank  w.as  boarded  by  La  Hogue,  74  Guns, 
at  Anchor.  5  License  vessels  outward  bound  had  been 
cap*^  by  La  Hogue,  one  of  which  was  the  Despatch  of 
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Boston  ;  another,  a  Wiscasset  Ship  &  a  Brig  loaded  with 
Naval  Stores,  part  of  the  Crews  of  the  above  vessels  have 
arr’d  in  the  Brig.  The  plea  for  Capture  was  that  the 
licenses  Avere  forged.  The  frigate  Macedonian  is 
completely  refitted  and  ready  for  a  cruize. 

April  2 1 .  The  Cossack  was  cap’’  by  the  Young  Emulous 
formerly  the  U.  S.  Brig  Nautilus.  The  Thorn  boarded 
the  Favorite,  South  from  Cape  Ann.  This  afternoon  arr'd 
at  Marblehead  Ship  Sally  Ann  of  Boston  36  days  from 
Lisbon, — saw  no  Cruizers. 

April  22.  The  President  &  Congress  dropped  down 
below  the  Castle. 

Monday,  April  26  [1813].  No  Frigates  in  sight  from 
Lords  Hill  at  11  o’elock. 

April  27.  A  Cartel  from  Halifax.  Arrived  at  Boston . 
Privateer  SclY  (Irowler  sailed  on  a  cruize. 

April  30.  Yesterday  arriv’d  at  Boston  Ship  Ariadne, 
Williams,  27  days  from  Cadiz.  From  Cape  Cod  E.  S.  E. 
10  leagues  was  boarded  by  the  Tenedos,  frigate  Shannon 
in  Co.  The  Frigates  President  &  Congress  Avere  seen 
from  the  hills  in  the  Great  pastures  steering  easterly  at  1 
o’clock.  Sailed  from  Boston  Frigates  President  & 
Congress  &  the  U.  States  on  a  cruize.  At  4  p.  m.  shut 
in  the  Eastern  Point  steering  N.  E.  The  Privateer  Alfred, 
Bessom,  from  Salem  Avas  spoken  Lat.  44°  Long.  33° .  Out 
20  days. 

May  1 .  Privateer  Alfred  arr’d  yesterday  at  Portsmouth 
having  lost  her  guns  &  some  of  her  spars  in  a  gale.  The 
Br.  frigates  Tenedos  &  Shannon  AA-^ere  seen  from  Cape  Ann 
on  Thursday  afternoon.  "A  Cartel  26  days  from  Liverpool 
has  arrived  at  NeAvport  Avith  270  passengers.  The  Ca[)ture 
of  the  Java  Avas  knoAvn  in  England.  The  great  number 
of  killed  &  wounded  Avas  attributed  to  the  great  number  of 
her  crcAv.  The  War  was  growing  more  unpopular  daily.” 
E.  C.  II.  B.  ’  ‘ 

Monday,  May  3  [1813].  Arrived  a  Brig  prize  to  the 
Montgomery.  She  Avas  taken  20  days  sinc^e  Lat.  50°  N. 
Long.  1 8°  W.  ballasted  Avith  CamAvood  &  Rice.  Accounts 
from  Cape  Ann  say  the  Young  Emulous  has  taken  several 
Coasters  &  a  Brig  from  Boston  bound  to  the  EastAv**. 
Arrived  Sloop  Wasp  (privateer),  from  a  cruize,  has  taken 
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2  prizes  one  a  recaptured  American  &  one  a  Sell"  with 
lumber  sent  into  Machias.  The  Lieut,  shot  a  man  for 
mutiny.  The  mutineer  was  the  same  that  was  on  board 
the  Ship  America. 

May  4,  Last  even  in"  arriv’d  at  Boston  Brig  Federal 
(ieorire,  Field,  20  days  from  Corunna.  On  Sunday  last 
was  boarded  by  the  Br.  frigate  Nymph.  The  boarding 
Ollicm’s  informed,  that  the  Tenedos  Shannon  were  inside 
of  them.  Left  the  Nymph  on  Sunday  night  12  leagues 
N.  N.  E.  from  Cape  Cod.  Schooner  Expedition,  Capt. 
Weems,  arr’d  olf  Cape  May  from  France  left  March  2()‘'', 
landed  a  passenger  &  took  a  pilot  on  board. 

May  5.  Ship  Admittance,  Sprague,  of  Duxbury  was  to 
leave  London  as  a  Cartel  early  in  April  for  a  Northern 
port.  Sell®  Expedition  from  France,  short  passage,  has 
arrived  at  Newport,  having  previously  entered  the 
Delaware ;  several  times  chased  &  escaped.  For  the 
protection  of  Baltimore  several  hulks  have  been  sunk  at 
the  entrance  of  the  Harbour.  Militia  newly  organized  & 
the  Town  in  good  state  of  defence. 

Monday,  May  10  [l^iLl].  Arrived  an  English  Brig 
prize  to  the  Alexander  privateer,  loaded  with  Cotton, 
l)ound  from  the  Brazil  to  Liverpool ;  was  cap'*  24  days 
ago  in  Lat.  ^1°  N.  Long.  18°  W.  The  Alexander  had 
cap''  a  few  days  before  a  valuable  Brig. 

May  12.  U.  S.  Ship  United  States,  Com.  Decatur,  & 
Argus  Brig  sailed  on  Sunday  from  N.  York  on  a  cruize. 
Two  Ships  below  Boston  beating  up  — one  from  Lisbon 
it  one  from  Cadiz,  left  the  11"'  April.  It  was  reported 
at  Cadiz  the  Toulon  fleet  was  out  bound  to  the  U.  S, 
There  was  a  Salem  privateer  cruizing  otf  Lisbon.  Three 
Algerine  ChTiizers  were  otl*  St.  Vincent.  There  had  been 
a  very  severe  gale  at  Algeriras.  A  Phila.  Ship  went  to 
pieces,  &  Brig  Dolphin  of  Boston  was  driven  up  high  and 
dry,  also  20  English  vessels  went  to  pieces.  Two  Ships 
seen  otf  from  Leg’s  Hill  supposed  to  be  English  Cruizers. 

May  13.  It  is  reported  from  Boston  that  the  Fox 
privateer,  of  Portsmouth,  has  captured  the  Young 
hhnulous  (formerly  the  Nautilus)  and  has  arrived  in  port. 
Two  frigates  and  a  (iun  Brig  standing  towards  Boston* 

May  14.  Frigates  not  in  sight. 
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May  15.  Ship  Thomas,  Peuroso,  from  Canton  for 
Philadelphia  was  captured  oil*  Harbadocs  ;  had  not  heard 
of  the  War,  104  days  out,  valued  at  $500,000. 

Monday,  May  17  [1813].  Brig  Diomede  from 

Manila  A  Montgomery  from  a  cruize  arc  both  captured 
by  the  La  Hogue,  the  former  ordered  to  Halifax  &  the 
latter  burnt. 

May  18.  The  Shannon  &  Tenedos,  Frigates,  were  olf 
Cape  Ann  last  eve  with  the  Ship  Napoleon  &  a  Sch''  in 
Co.  supposed  to  be  the  Fox,  privateer,  as  one  of  the 
Frigates  was  seen  within  three  miles  of  her  on  Sunday 
afternoon  in  chase.  The  Self  Good  Intent  from  St. 
Salvador  has  arr’d  at  Newport  ct  a  Spanish  Brig  from 
Havanna  with  Molasses.  A  Swedish  vessel  from 
Gottenburgh  last  from  Hull  arrived  at  Boston  this  day, 
she  has  bro’t  home  the  crew  of  the  Brig  Prudent .  Arrived 
the  privateer  l>oat  Fame  from  a  cruize  having  taken  3 
prizes,  2  of  which  are  recaptured,  one  arrived  at  Machias 
with  wheat,  brandy,  wines,  &(•. 

May  20.  V.  S.  Brig  Enterprize  sailed  from  Savannah 
1st  inst.  on  a  cruize.  U.  S.  Macedonian  Argus  returned 
to  quarantine  ground  16“*,  from  the  Hook,  'fhe  priv‘ 
Alexander,  Crowninshield,  has  been  chased  on  shore  by 
the  Rattler  Sloop  of  War,  near  Kennebunk,  had  taken  tfc 
manned  out  Seven  prizes.  Crew  escaiied.  Was  left  in 
possession  of  the  British.  A  Ship  with  4800  Barrels 
Flour  has  arrived  at  Newport  from  the  Cheaspeake. 
Flour  sunk  Two  &  half  Dollars  in  Boston. 

May  21.  Sailed  Sch"  Post  Boy,  Cook,  master,  for  St. 
Domingo.  The  above  Schooner  returned  at  6  i*.  m. 
'Pwo  Frigates  in  sight  from  Leg’s  Hill  at  4  p.  M,  standing 
into  the  Bay,  otf  S.  S.  E.  Arrived  at  Boston  the  British 
Pa(;ket  Mary  Ann,  prize  to  the  Gov.  Tompkins,  who  had 
taken  out  of  her  $100,000  sjiecie  &  her  Mails. 

Monday,  May  24  [1813].  Yesterday  .sailed  Ship 
Venus,  Wilson,  for  W.  Indies.  Was  boarded  or  bro’t 
too,  by  a  Frigate  2  miles  outside  Bakers  Island  &  allowed 
to  pass.  Also  sailed  Sch®  Post  Boy  for  W.  Indies.  This 
morning  sailed  Ship  General  Mina  (Spanish)  for  Havanna. 

May  25.  Brig  Brazillian,  Hodgkinson,  36  days  from 
Liveqiool  arr’d  at  New  Port  on  Sunday.  London  papers 
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to  the  20“‘ Liverpool  to  the  22"*'  rec*'.  Lt.  Chiidds  and  the 
surviving  otlicers&  seamen  of  the  late  frigate  Java  arr'd  at 
Portsmouth  April  18“‘  from  St.  Salvador.  Ship  Daley  of 
Boston  fromC'anton  taken  by  theXisus  frigate  &arr’d  at  St. 
Helena.  Brig  Essex,  Wyer,  from  Boston  for  Bordeaux, 
captured  &  arrived  at  Plymouth,  Eng.  At  Liverpool, 
April  22"*'  Brig  Hollon  of  Phila.  A  cartel  Brig  Alexander, 
Picket,  to  sail  in  10  days  for  Boston.  Ship  Pocahontas, 
Sherburne,  to  sail  in  J  days  for  Boston.  Brig  Pilgrim, 
Baker,  from  N.  Orleans  for  Ijisbon  is  taken  by  the  La  Ilogue 
7 4,  &  ordered  to  I lalifax .  F rigate  President  was  spoke  May 
10"'  Lat.  J8°  JO'  Long.  59°  40'  having  jiarted  from  the 
Congress  in  a  Squall.  The  Br.  privateer  John  Sherbrooke 
is  cruizing  in  Boston  Bay.  The  Privateer  Ship  America, 
Kehew,  was  left  May  5"'  liat.  45°  Long.  40°  W.  The 
Pilgrim  left  at  Xew  Orleans,  Ship  M‘  Vernon,  of  Salem, 
loading.  In  sight  of  the  lialize  was  boarded  from  British 
Sloop  of  War  llenild,  cruizing  for  the  Syren,  2  days  after 
was  boarded  from  the  U.  S.  Brig  Syren,  IJ  Bainbridge, 
cruizing  for  the  Herald. 

May  27.  A  Schooner  with  a  cargo  of  Rye  from  New 
York  has  arrived  at  Bai’nstable  own*'  by  Butler  F'ogerty 
Es(|.  The  Post  Boy  Avas  captured  after  a  hard  chase  by 
the  Shannon,  her  sails  were  shot  into  ribbons,  no  one 
injured  on  board.  The  capture  of  the  ^Montgomery  wants 
continuation.  The  crew  of  the  Pilgrim  have  returned. 

May  28.  Privateer  Sch"  Enterprise  returning  from  a 
cruize  was  captured  on  Soundings  by  the  Curlew  after  a 
hard  chase.  5  i*.  m.  arrived  a  fleet  of  Coasters  from  the 
Eastward. 

May  29.  Arrived  at  Portland,  Privateer  Brig  Grand 
Turk  from  a  cruize  having  taken  4  prizes  (3  valuable)  • 

Monday,  31  [1813].  Yestei’day  arr’d  Ship  William, 
prize  to  the  Grand  Turk  privateer,  loaded  with  crates  & 
coal. 

June  1.  An  English  Frigate  otf  standing  to  the  North*' 
at  11a.  m.  At  3  1*.  M.  The  Cheasi)eake  in  chase  of 
the  above  Frigate  about  4  miles  eastward  of  Boston  Light. 

June  2.  Frigates  not  in  sight  this  morning,  nothing 
(certain  of  the  battle  fought  yesterday. 

June  3.  Acc"*  this  day  from  ditlerent  quarters  confirm 
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the  luelanelioly  intelligence  of  the  eiipture  of  the 
C'heiispeake. 

June  4.  Aee'ts  this  clay  mention  an  attack  upon 
Saeketts  Harbour  by  the  English,  who  were  repulsed 
with  loss.  The  Brig  Ida  from  France  has  arrived  at 
Portland  in  20  days.  Seho’’  with  Fish  prize  to  the  (J. 
'Furk  has  arrived  at  Portlatui. 

June  5.  Com.  Decatur’s  Scpiadron  are  making 
preparations  to  give  the  English  a  warm  reception. 

Monday,  June  7  [1813].  Arrived  a  Coasting  SelF 
from  Saeo.  Yesterday  at  noon  passed  2  Frigates  about 
2  leagues  E.  S.  E.  from  Cape  Ann. 

June  11.  Arrived  at  Boston  Cartel  from  Halifax. 
Left  4“' June.  Cheaspeake  had  not  arrived.  The  Cartel 
'tis  said  has  140  prisoners,  was  boarded  from  a  (iun  Brig, 
a  Ship  of  the  Line  i.'c  Frigate  in  Co.  who  informed 
them  the  night  jwevious  tluyv  had  spoken  the  Shamiotj 
who  had  taken  the  Cheaspeake.  (lave  no  jiartieulars  of 
the  action.  The  Paragon,  prize  to  the  (1.4'urk,  has 
been  recaptured  arrived  at  Halifax.  The  Enterprize 
privateer  had  arrived  at  Halifax  prize  to  the  Nymph. 
'Fhe  Brig  Pilgrim  had  arrived  3  or  4  days  bcd’ore  was 
not  libelled.  Capt.  Baker  expected  to  be  cleared.  A 
Boat  was  expected  to  sail  in  2  or  3  days  from  Halifax 
with  several  prisoners.  A  very  rich  prize  to  the  America 
had  been  recaptured  bv  the  Emrlish  &  sent  into  11.  value 
£80,000. 

June  12.  Capt.  Sinclair  others  arr’d  in  a  boat  from 
Halifax.  Sailed  June  ;V'‘.  The  Cheaspeake  had  notarr'd. 
2  Frigates  were  going  in  when  Capt.  S.  came  out.  Capt. 
S.  lu'ard  a  heavy  tiring  in  Halifax  after  he  sailed  (no 
doubt  a  salute). 

Monday,  June  14  [1813].  Ac*c**  ree'' pr.  eastern  mail 

corroborate  the  Capture  of  the  Liverpool  packet  by  the 
Thomas,  privateer  of  Portsmouth.  She  was  taken  by 
boarding.  The  ThoMost  3  men.  By  the  above  capture 
we  have  rcc''  further  particulars  of  the  battle  between  the 
Cheaspeake  c'i  Shannon,  that  the  Lieut,  of  the  Shannon 
was  killed  the  Captain  wounded,  and  that  the  loss  of 
the  Cheaspeake  was  attributed  to  her  boarding  the 
Shannon,  &  that  the  Explosion  was  occasioned  by  her 
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inagiizitie  tukinir  fiiv  on  tlie  gun  deck.  That  jiiirt  of  the 
(jiiarter  deek  was  blown  up  the  loss  on  board  the 
('heaspeake  was  dreadful.  A  passenger  in  the  Stage  from 
Portsmouth  sa3  s  he  was  on  board  the  Liverpool  Packet 

heard  nothing  of  the  above  account  about  the 
('heaspeake.  Nothing  was  known  at  Portsmouth 
r(‘specting  the  Cheaspeake  as  stated  in  the  hand  Bill, 
d'he  V.  S.  Brig  Enterprize  has  arr’d  at  Portsmouth. 

dune  Id.  A  Coaster  arrd  to  day  informs  that  they 
were  boarded  3'cstcrday  by  the  Tcnedos  and  informed 
them  that  the  battle  between  the  Cheasj)eake  &  Shannon 
lasted  between  11  tSc  12  minutes  that  the  Cheaspeake  had 
128  men  killed  wounded  tSi  the  Shannon  between  TbtSi; 
80,  that  all  the  OtHcers  were  killed  on  the  (juarter  deek 
vSe  ('apt  Lawrence  died  in  4  hours  after  the  action. 
Selutoner  Bird,  Peabody,  from  Wilmington  for  Salem 
has  arrived  at  the  Vineyard.  A  Capt"  of  one  of  the 
Coasters  arrived  ( ''of  the  most  pure  it  correct  prinei})les") 
assures  Major  Wallis  he  with  his  crew  on  l^oard  the 
Tenedos  Four  hours.  The  ('aptain  of  which  vessel 
assured  him  he  had  no  particulars  of  the  capture  of  the 
('heaspeake. 

June  18.  ('heaspeake — The  Shannon  ree^  several  wind 

water  shots,  one  thro'  her  upper  (does  not  mention). 
In  lutHng  round  the  Shannon  the  ('heaspeake  (piarter 
caught  in  the  Shannons  anchor  c'i:  the  Shannon  raked  her 
3  times  &  boarded.  The  marines  in  the  Cheaspeake  toj) 
would  not  surrender  c'i  were  picked  oft'.  Lawrence  rec' 
a  severe  wound  in  the  first  of  the  action,  &  after  a  mortal 
one,  died  next  morning.  All  the  Cheaspeake  ofticers  were 
killed  but  Ludlow  who  rec‘*  3  shots  in  difterent  parts  of 
his  body.  Brooke's  life  is  despaired  of,  his  1st  Lieut, 
mistaking  the  colours  in  hoisting  the  English  was  shot 
dead  by  mistake.  Shannon  much  disabled  going  to  Halifax 
with  a  crow  bar  sticking  in  her  sides.  Many  shot  thro' 
her  copper.  80  men  killed  besides  Wounded.  Cheaspeake 
140  ditto.  The  above  account  is  from  E.  C.  Books  cVe  is 
fully  credited. 

Monday,  June  21  [l.sl3]  .Arrived  Br.  Brig  Margaret, 
from  Cadiz,  bound  to  Newfoundland  with  1000 hhd.  Salt, 
sent  in  by  the  privateer  America.  Captured  the  2.s‘'* 
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May.  Long.  20°  W.  Lat.  49°  40'  N.  is  220  Tons,  coppered 
to  the  bends.  The  America  fell  in  M'ith  a  convo}'  for 
Newfoundland  but  did  not  succeed  in  capturing  any  of 
them. 

Monday,  .Tune  28  [1813].  Privateer  (Irowler  from 
Salem  on  a  cruize  is  said  to  be  captured,  also  a  Slooj) 
owned  by  Major  Wallis  &  retaken  by  the  Fame  privateer. 
A  Nova  Scotia  paper  rec*’  in  Town  contains  an  account  of 
the  capture  of  the  Wasp  by  the  Bream,  &c. 

.Tune  29.  The  British  had  been  repulsed  attempting  to 
land  on  Cr.mey  Island. 

.lul}’^  6.  The  Brig  prize  to  the  America  has  arr"'',  she  is 
from  Liverpool  (JO  days  passage,  no  news,  has  a  great 
many  letters.  Sailed  the  Polly,  privateer,  Capt.  Evans, 
on  a  cruize. 

.July  l.T.  The  Thorn  was  off  Marblehead  yesterday. 
The  La  Hogue  tSi  a  frigate  otf  Cape  Ann. 

.July  13.  Naval  Battle.  Schooner  Antonio  Arrived 
at  Boston  this  morning  from  Fayal,  32  days.  June  28*'' 
Lat.  41°  Long.  .'iP  Saw  Two  Frigates  engaged  l.'iO 
minutes ;  they  at  lirst  engaged  40  minutes  &  after  an 
interval  of  20  minub's  the  battle  was  reneu’ed.  Supposed 
them  to  be  British  &  American.  The  Atitonio  was 
steering  from  them.  Arrived  Brig  Joseph  of  Boston,  40 
days  from  London.  Reports  a  second  battle  which  was 
immediately  folloM'ed  by  an  Armistice.  The  above  Brig 
was  captured  by  the  Fame  privateer  otf  Half  Way  rock. 

Monday,  July  19  [1813].  Sailed  the  privateer  boat 
Gallipot  on  a  cruize.  Arrived  a  prize  to  the  Fame,  said 
to  be  a  Boston  pilot  boat  stolen,  with  a  man  &  woman  on 
board. 

.Tuly  21.  Arrived  Ship  Liverpool  Packet,  from  Cadiz, 
last  from  Halifax,  sent  in  by  the  Gallipot  Privateer.  The 
Privateer  America  has  arr’d  at  Bath  from  a  cruize.  2  of 
the  Li(uits.  have  ar''  in  towu.  The  America  has  cap*'  2 
vessels  loaded  with  Fish  sent  them  to  France,  also  a 
PhiP  Ship  M’ith  Salt  &  Crates  from  I^iverpool.  The  S(*h'' 
Saucy  .Tack  has  ar'’  at  Bath,  12  days  from  Hayti. 

Monday,  .Tuly  23  [1813].  By  a  passenger  in  the 
Cartel  liartjue  Agnes  from  Halifax  wc  are  informed  that 
the  case  of  the  I^ilgrim  had  not  been  decided. 
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Monday,  August  2.  Shij)  Venus  &  Brig  Saragossa 
have  both  arrived  at  St.  Jago  from  Salem.  A  Brig  with 
a  full  cargo  of  Salt  &  Fruit  arrived  at  Nantasket  this  day 
prize  to  the  Castigator  &  Fame.  A  Brig  of  War  in  the 
Bay. 

Aug.  18.  Arr’d  Brig  Henry,  Capt.  G.  Crowninshield, 
Jr.,  5  days  from  Halifax  with  the  bodies  of  Capt.  Lawrence 
Lieut.  Ludlow,  late  of  the  Cheaspeakc  Frigate.  The 
Henry  sailed  the  7“'  inst.  &  has  performed  the  voyage  in 
11  days.  The  Priv.  Growler  of  this  port  has  been  cap'' 
&  had  arr'd.  All  the  prizes  cap''  by  the  Priv's  Polly  & 
Fox  had  been  recap''  &  had  arr’d. 

Aug.  10.  Arr’d  a  boat  with  corn  from  the  Southward. 
Monday,  Aug.  22  [1813].  This  day  Capt.  James 

Lawrence  &  Lieut.  Ludlow  w'cre  buried  with  Military 
&,  Masonic  honors. 

Aug.  24.  At  11  o’clock  a.  m.  a  large  Ship  in  the 
oiling  after  laying  too  a  short  time  took  in  fore  &  mizen 
'I'op  G.  Sails,  hoisted  a  dark  tlag  forehead  stood 
towards  Cape  Ann. 

Aug.  2(5.  A  Schooner  (5  da3's  from  Halifax  arrived 
in  Boston  this  day.  A  Slooj)  owned  by  Hr.  Stearns 
(ransomed  from  the  enemy)  an-ived  at  Boston  this  day. 
Cargo,  Fish  &  Lumber. 

Sept.  2.  By  information  from  Com.  Decatur  to  ('om. 
Bainbridge  it  appears  that  Com.  Oliver  commander  in 
the  Sound  has  refused  permission  for  the  Cartel  Brig 
Henry,  with  the  remains  of  Lawrence  &  Ludlow,  to 
proceed  through  that  passage  to  New  York. 

Sept.  3.  The  Sch''  Sabine  of  Bale  has  arr’d  at  Cape 
Ann,  in  3(5  days  from  France.  The  Argus  had  Arr’d 
out  with  Mr.  (h’awford,  on  her  passage  sunk  an  English 
privateer.  C’om.  Rodgers  was  otf  Bei’gen  &  the  channel 
fleet  had  sailed  in  pursuit  of  him.  The  Sch''  Brutus  had 
arr’d  out.  A  frigate  was  seen  otf  this  morning  to  board 
a  large  Ship  sujiposed  the  Roxana  from  Halifiix.  I’lie 
above  Ship  Ac  Frig-ate  were  seen  standing  to  the  eastward 
in  Co. 

Sept.  4.  Sailed  from  Cape  Ann  this  morning  Sch" 
Sabine  for  Boston — at  12  o’clock  an  arrived  Brig  was 
seen  from  the  marshes  oil'  Nahant.  The  Sabine  arr''  safe 
at  Boston. 
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Monday,  Sept.  (5  [1813].  The  Frigate  Essex  arr’d  at 
Valparaiso  on  6“‘  March.  A  passenger  in  the  Sabine 
reports  that  the  Ai-gus  had  24  days  jiassage  from  New 
York  to  France  &  that  she  sailed  on  a  cruize  3  days  after 
her  arrival. 

Sept.  7.  An  express  passed  through  Town  this  morning 
for  Com.  Bainbridgc  at  Charlestown  with  information  that 
the  U.  S.  Brig  Fhiterprize,  Capt.  Boroughs,  captured 
yesterday  morn’g,  after  an  action  of  45  minutes,  the 
British  Gun  Brig  Boxer,  Capt.  Bligh.  The  (kptains  of 
both  vessels  were  killed.  The  funerals  to  be  on  the 
morrow  at  Portland  at  which  both  vessels  had  arrived. 
By  the  stage  from  Boston  we  learn  that  the  Boxer  had 
45  killed  &  wounded,  the  Enterprise  2  killed  &  7  wounded  ; 
Congress  frigate  has  taken  the  Magician  frigate.  A  pilot 
fi’om  a  vessel  in  r|iiarantine  had  spoken  the  above  frigates 
otf  Long  Island,  'fhe  Colibri  gun  brig  has  got  ashore 
on  Charleston  bar  &  gone  to  pieces.  (The  Moselle  is  the 
brig.) 

The  Boxer  mounted  i()-18  p''  Carronades,  330  tons,  &  2 
long  nines. 

The  Enterprise,  14-18  p*'  Carronades,  Ijong  9%  &  is 
183  tons. 

Sept.  17th.  Arrived  Privateer  Sch.  Frolic  from  a 
cruize,  last  from  Portsmouth. 

Sept.  24.  Last  night  arr’d  a  small  Sch''  prize  to  the 
Privateer  Terrible,  released  &  sailed  for  Boston.  The 
Brig  Disfiatch  of  Boston  has  been  condemn*’  to  the  Priv. 
C’astigiitor  in  consequence  of  the  owner  (Mr.  (’oolidge) 
having  taken  her  from  the  crew  of  the  Privateer.  Ship 
lIo})e  arr*'  at  Boston  from  Halifax  5  days.  Admiral 
Warren  had  arr’d  with  14  sail, — The  Shannon  was  going 
in  with  a  Portuguese  Ship, — 16  seamen  had  been  put  in  the 
black  hole  for  8  Seamen  confined  here.  3000  bbls  F'lour 
arr*'  &  selling  for  $1(5.  65  Am''  seaman  had  been  sent  to 

England,  among  them  Capt.  Lindsay  &  son. 

Sept.  27  [1813.]  Cartel  Hofihung  has  arr*'  at  N. 
Bedford,  402  prisoners,  on  F^riday  was  boarded  by  the 
frigate  President. 

Sept.  28.  F'rigate  President  has  arr’d  about  11  miles 
below  Providence  —  particulars  of  the  brilliant  victory 
of  Com*’  Perry  over  the  English  on  the  Lakes. 


MARINE  NOTES,  1812-1815. 


305 


Sept.  30.  Violent  Storm.  Wind  N.  E.  Several 
vessels  a  shore  (Coasters) . 

Oct.  2.  A  Swedish  ship  arr*'  at  Boston  72  days  from 
(jrott’g,  yesterday  at  5  i*.  m.  spoke  a  Swedish  Ship  about  8 
miles  east  of  Cape  Ann  hailed  from  St.  Jago,  bound  to 
Portland,  the  ship  was  about  200  tons  varnished  sides, 
answering  the  description  of  the  Venus.  Lat.  57° 
Long.  17°  was  boarded  by  a  (54  frigate  &  informed  they 
had  chased  the  President,  3(5  hours. 

Wednesday  (5**'  Oct.  The  U.S.  Brig  Argus,  Capt  Allen, 
is  taken  &  carried  into  Falmouth  by  the  Pelican  Sloop  of 
War,  of  18  guns,  after  an  action  of  45  min.  carried  by 
boarding.  This  account  is  taken  from  a  Halifax  Paper  of 
the  22*'  Sept,  copied  into  it  from  an  English  Paper  of  the 
14“'  Aug.  &  stated  she  was  taken  on  the  11“'  Aug. 
'fhe  Argus  is  said  to  have  been  C’ajitured  off  Lunda  Island 
(entrance  of  Jiristol  Channel)  14“'  August  &  was  off 
Plymouth  17“*  bound  up  Channel. 

Oct.  7.  Brig  Christiana  was  towed  into  Bermuda 
dismasted. 

Oct.  8.  The  Driver  of  the  Cape  Ann  Stage  reports 
that  Fort  Malden  has  surrendered  to  the  Amer.  Forces, 
it  was  generally  believed  in  Boston  as  it  was  received 
from  diilerent  (piarters. 

Monday,  Oct.  11  [1813].  Arr’d  yesterday  a  Spanish 
Brig  with  molasses  bound  to  Boston.  Capt.  Jos.  Perkins 
has  been  aiipointed  Branch  Pilot  for  the  port  of  Salem. 

Oct.  13.  The  boat - ,  (’apt.  J.  Peabod}",  has  an’’d 

at  (xeorge  Town  (S.  (’.)  from  Salem. 

Oct.  21.  By  a  person  who  left  Halifax  15  days  since 
we  learn  that  the  Greek  Ship  Jerusalem  had  been  cleared 
it  that  it  was  expected  the  Siianish  Brig  Santiago  from 
Salem  would  also  be  cleared. 

Oct.  27.  At  length  we  have  rec'’  accounts  of  the  U.  S. 
Frigate  Essex,  Capt.  Porter.  She  anchored  at  Lima, 
South  Sea,  5“'  April,  having  in  Charge  Two  South  Seamen 
it  one  or  two  other  prizes  &  shortly  after  went  on  a  cruize 
oil’  the  Gallapagos  TsVds.  On  the  20“'  April  Cap'*  Ship 
( loorgianna  &  two  other  ships.  On  the  28“'  May  captured 
Three  other  Ships.  Capt.  Porter  fitted  out  the 
Georgianna  as  a  cruiser  to  accompany  the  Essex.  The 
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Essex  was  said  to  have  on  board  4  or  5  Millions  of 
Dollars  in  Specie. —  Jamaica  Royal  Gazette. 

Oct.  28.  Sailed  Brig  Speed,  Haraden,  for  South 
America  &  returned  again. 

Oct.  29.  At  4  p.  M.  a  Frigate  &  Gun  Brig  brought  & 
boarded  a  Ship  under  Swedish  Colours,  bound  into 
Boston,  &  all  stood  to  the  Eastward. 

Nov.  3.  Sailed  private  armed  Ship  Alfred  on  a  cruize 
with  a  fine  breeze  from  South  W.  (returned) 

Monday,  Nov.  8  [1813].  A  London  paper  of  August 
22''  states  that  the  Ijconidas  of  38,  Capt.  Seymour,  fell  in 
with  the  Argus  &  Pelican  during  the  engagement  which 
no  doubt  terminated  the  contliet  in  favor  of  the  Pelican. 

Nov.  11.  Greek  Ship  Jerusalem  8  days  from  Halifax 
arr’d  at  Marblehead  last  evening  bound  to  Boston, — 2  days 
since  saw  a  frigate,  was  not  boarded. 

Nov.  12.  Last  night  sailed  Capts  Ropes  &  Upton  & 
this  morning  Cap*"  Peele,  llodgdon  &  Shillaber,  all  for 
the  Southward.  Sailed  from  Boston  this  day  Schooner 
Sabine,  Barnes,  for  Havanna. 

Wednesday,  Dec.  8  [1813].  Exch.  Collce  house, 
Boston,  Dec  7,  9  o'clock  eve.  To  the  Ed.  of  Salem  Gazette. 
I  hasten  to  inform  you  of  the  arr’*  late  this  eve  of  the 
Russian  Ship  Catharine  (58  days  from  Archangel  —  bring 
the  highly  important  intelligence  that  our  Ministers  had 
been  received  at  St  Petersburg  by  a  British  Minister  from 
England,  &  that  it  was  expected  that  Peace  would 
immediately  take  place — This  is  all  I  can  obtain  tonight. 
I  have  just  seen  the  (^aptain.  We  are  all  in  confusion 
here, —  &  those  that  have  dealt  largely  in  speculations  are 
crazy,  crazy  !  1 !  The  Post  Master  has  been  kind  enough 
to  open  the  mail  for  this — 1  have  sent  to  New  York. 

Yours, 

Sign''  Sam  Toplifi* 

Hoax. 

Dec.  9.  Arrived  at  Newport  on  Tuesda}^  Ships  Lima 
&  President  from  the  Coast  of  (’hili  with  Oil,  sailed  in 
September,  news  from  the  Essex  a  few  days  later — brought 
Letters  from  Capt.  Porter  &  Lieut.  Downes  Boat — — , 
Capt.  Ropes  from  Salem  arrived  at  Georgetown  (S.  C.), 
16  days  passage. 
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Dec.  10.  Presidents  Message  received  no  news. 

Tuesday,  Dec.  13  [1813].  By  a  passenger  in  the 
eastern  stage  we  learn  that  the  Congress  Frigate  arrived 
at  Portsmouth  yesterday  having  ca|)tured  4  merchantmen 
during  her  cruize.  Returned  in  the  afternoon  from  a 
'  short  cruize. — Privateer  Sch’’  Gen.  Stark  in  a  sinking 

condition. 

Dec.  10.  Capt.  Upton  has  arT'  at  Wilmington,  N.  C. 
from  hence  10  days  passage. 

Dec.  22.  We  learn  from  Portsmouth  that  from  3  to 
100  houses  were  burnt  this  last  eve,  &  a  great  ain’t  of 
jn-opcrty  destroyed. 

Monday,  Jan.  3  [1814].  Majestic,  Tenedos,  Junon 
&  Wasp  were  seen  on  Friday  last  from  Sandwich  under 
easy  sail. 

Feb.  11.  Arrived  at  Squama  Schooner  prize  to  the 
Frolic  privateer  with  Sugar  &  Cotlce. 

Feb.  12.  A  Brig  with  a  White  Hag  in  the  fore  top 
mast  shrouds  is  beating  up  under  short  Sail.  A 
Gentleman  in  Salem  rcjiorts  that  he  has  seen  a  Letter 
from  Mr.  Williams  of  Dec.  27“'  which  states  that 
preliminaries  of  Peace  had  been  signed  on  the  Continent. 

Monday,  Feb.  14  [1814].  A  Brig  off  on  Saturday 
has  arrived  at  Cape  Ann  prize  to  the  Fox.  The 
Companys  Ship  Hunter,  Capt.  Messcrvcy,  27  days  from 
Salem  has  arrived  at  Havanna  having  been  chased  by  2 
privateers  &  escaped  by  superior  sailing. 

Feb.  15.  A  Schooner  (supposed  a  British  privateer) 
t  is  in  sight  off  Marblehead.  Sailed  Privateer  Sch*"  Fox 

for  Portsmouth. 

Feb.  17.  Arr’d  at  Boston,  Russian  Brig,  126  days 
from  Archangel,  with  a  cargo  to  John  Andrew  of  Salem. 
Was  boarded  by  the  Prcs‘  Frigate  Jan^  21.  Mr. 
Cunningham  &  Mr.  Simmons  of  Beverly  were  ])assengers 
in  the  Russ.  Brig.  Sailed  at  5  p.  m.  U.  S.  Brig  Siren 
&  private  armed  Ship  Grand  Turk  on  a  cruize. 

Feb.  18.  Sailed  from  Boston  Sloop  of  War  Frolic. 
Capt.  Bainbridge  on  a  Cruize.  The  Adams  Corvette 
went  to  sea  in  the  night  from  the  Cheaspeake  &  stmck 
upon  the  middle  ground.  English  Scjuadron  in  sight. 

Feb.  23.  Brig  Lion  was  captured  28  days  out  by  the 
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Sloop  of  War  Forrester  &  Mars  privateer,  between  the 
Hole  in  the  Wall  &  Berry  Islands.  Cai)t.  Orne  was 
paroled  immediately  on  his  arrival  at  Nassau  &  had  taken 
passage  in  a  Swedish  vessel  for  the  Havanna. 

Feb'  2(>.  Sloop  Hunter,  Messervey,  is  coming  in. 
A  Boat  with  an  Ensign  at  the  peak  is  coming,  said  to  be 
the  Hare.  The  Collector  from  Cape  Ann  says  the  above 
boat  is  an  English  privateer. 

Monday,  Feb.  28  [1814] .  A  Schooner  with  a  full  cargo 
of  oranges  from  Ijisbon  for  London  has  arrived  at 
N.  Bedford  pri/.c  to  the  Mary  A.  Privateer. 

March  1.  A  Schooner  prize  to  the  Alfred  has  arrived 
at  Marblehead  ;  cargo.  Fish  &  Oil.  The  Alfred  had  made 
but  few  captures  &  cruize  said  to  be  nearly  up.  Arrived 

this  morning  (lun  Boat - ,  &  Sloop  in  C"  supposed  a 

smuggler. 

^larch  3.  Many  Counterfeiters  taken  up  in  Boston. 

March  4.  English  prisoners  arrived  in  town  to  embark 
for  Halifax. 

Monday,  March  7  [1814].  Sloop  of  War  Frolic, 
Capt.  Bainbridge,  was  left  on  the  1)“’  Feb'  50  leagues  S.  E. 
of  Cape  Ann.  A  Frigate  in  chase  to  leeward,  the  Frolic 
leaving  her  fast. 

March  8.  Arrived  Privateer  Schooner  Diomede,  J. 
Crowninshield,  after  a  cruize  of  27  days  having  taken  6 
Sail  West  Indiamen.  Mr.  Blackler  a  passenger  in  a 
Swedish  Sch*’  from  Antiqua,  reports  the  Alfred,  priv'"  of 
Salem,  was  left  on  the  23'’'’  Feby,  chased  by  a  Frigate  & 
Hun  Brig,  one  on  each  (|uarter  going  before  the  wind. 
Mr.  B.  is  very  sure  it  was  the  Alfred  having  spoken  her 
a  few  days  previous.  The  Privateer  Frolic  is  rejiorted  to 
have  been  cap'*  in  the  W.  Indies.  Two  French  Frigates 
have  taken  an  English  (?4  gun  Shij)  armed,  bound  to 
Bermuda  with  provisions,  —  burnt. 

NIarch  11.  Brig  Juno,  prize  to  the  Grand  Turk, 
loaded  wdth  Fish  &  Oil  has  arrived  in  France.  Sailed 
Cartel  Bostock  for  Halifax.  Privateer  Mars  of  New 
York  is  lost  on  Long  Island. 

Monday,  March  14  [1814].  Privateer  Polly  sailed 
from  New  Bedford  on  Saturday  last  on  a  cruize.  Brig 
Lion  sold  at  Nassau  for  4700  Dolls.  Brig  Levant  sold  for 
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10./)00  Dolls.  A  Prize  to  the  Diomede  has  air’d  at 
liristol. 

March  15.  Town  meeting.  First  part  SqnaJly  with 
plenty  of  street  yarn ;  people  employed  in  choosing  their 
officers.  At  10  a.  m.  piped  all  hands  at  the  (’olumbian  & 
served  the  yrog ;  got  u])  the  rolling  tackle  &  sent  the 
blacks  forward.  At  2  p.  m.  up  Omnge,  down  Bonaparte  ; 
the  enemy  hull  down  astern  ;  took  our  departure  from 
Toirns-end  ticket  for  one  year. 

March  16.  Sailed  Boat  Fame  on  a  cruize. 

March  17.  Privateer  Alfred  of  this  port  has  arr*'  at 
Halifax  prize  to  the  Epervier,  Sloop  of  War.  Brig  Three 
Friends,  prize  to  the  Diomede  of  this  port,  has  been 
chased  on  shore  on  Long  Island  ;  cargo  expected  to  be 
.saved. 

March  18.  Brig  Kachacl  bound  from  this  port  for  St. 
Barts  is  taken  &  arr’d  at  St.  Kitts  (Ca})t.  Edward  Brown 
of  this  Town  (passenger)  was  lost  over  board) .  The  Ship 
Venus  &  cargo  taken  by  the  Privateer  Dolphin  is 
condemned  to  the  Cajdors,  one  half  of  the  1  Vs.se/  was 
condemned  to  the  Government,  the  cargo  to  the  Captors 
which  is  estimated  at  $90,0U0.00. 

March  22.  A  Spanish  Brig  is  on  shore  at  Kettle  Cove. 
The  Kambler  of  Boston  just  came  to  anchor  as  the  Stage 
left. 

Thursday,  March  24.  The  Brig  Argus  of  Newb’yPort 
was  captured  3  days  out  of  Charleston  (S.  C.)  by  the 
San  Domingo.  Schooner  Dolphin  from  Salem  (owned  by 
Jere.  Pago  &  Co)  has  arrived  in  France.  Green  Fish 
$10.  Dry  $20. 

Monday,  March  28  [1814].  Arrived  Ship  Apollo, 
Driver,  prize  master,  prize  to  the  America,  with  Salt  from 
St.  Ubes. 

April  1.  Arrived  at  Portsmouth  yesterday.  Privateer 
Ship  America,  Cheever,  from  a  cruize,  having  made  four 
captures  since  the  Apollo.  Landed  at  Marblehead  last 
eve,  Capt  Benson  (late  of  the  Alfred  privateer)  from  an 
English  Frigate  ;  reports  a  74,  2  frigates  &  gun  Brig  in 
the  Bay. 

April  4  [1814].  Arr.  last  eve  via  IMarblehcad  U.  S. 
Frigate  Constitution — Capt.  Stuart  from  a  cruize. 
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Monday,  Ai)ril  11  [1814],  Schooner  Hannah, 

Burnham,  from  Marblehead  for  Nantz  is  taken  &  carried 
into  Plymouth.  The  Essex  had  taken  30  sail  of  which  15 
were  whalers.  Very  much  like  a  whale  I  I  ! 

April  13.  The  U.  S.  S.  Constitution  dropped  down 
under  the  North  Shore. 

April  10.  Six  vessels  of  War  are  said  to  be  olf  Boston 
lighthouse  this  morning —  12  O’clock,  not  in  sight  from 
the  lookout.  An  Express  reached  Boston  from  N.  York 
in  Twenty  six  hours.  News  not  transpired,  probably  the 
repeal  of  the  Embargo,  etc.,  etc.,  possibly  an  Armistice. 

Monday,  April  18  [1814].  The  U.  S.  Sloop  Peacock 
has  arr.  at  St.  Marys.  Privateer  Fame,  Evans,  on  a 
cruize,  was  run  ashore  by  a  British  Vessel  of  War  on 
IMud  Is''  &  burnt.  It  is  reported  that  Nine  merchants 
have  failed  recently  in  New  York. 

April  27.  Ship  Union  prize  to  the  Rambler  of  Boston 
was  lost  near  Sambro  Light  about  the  30"'  ult®. 

Saturday,  April  30.  Ship  New  Zealand  from  the 
South  Sea,  4  m"  prize  to  the  Essex  Frigate  was  recaptured 
on  the  21  Inst,  by  the  Eng.  Frigate  Belvidere,  Lat.  30° 
Long.  74'’  W.  2200  bbls.  ()il.  The  U.  S.  S.  Essex,  Com!* 
Porter,  was  left  in  January  last  in  the  South  Seas  with 
Two  Ships  of  22  Guns  &  Two  Brigs  of  10  Guns,  well 
Manned.  Com®  Porter  had  fortified  some  Islands  & 
hauled  up  the  Cap'  Ships  under  this  protection  ;  had  cap' 
22  Sail. 

May  2  [1814].  The  Court  Martial  on  Brig 
Gen.  Hull  have  sentenced  him  to  be  shot,  but 
recommended  him  to  pardon. — The  Sentence  &  Pardon 
Avere  received  in  Boston  this  morning  &  forwarded  to  the 
General  at  his  seat  in  Newton. 

May  4.  A  Vessel  has  arrived  at  Boston  in  9  days  from 
Bermuda  the  Cap'  reports  that  it  was  reported  the  whole 
('oast  of  America  was  blockaded  &  that  he  hurried  away 
to  avoid  it.  Mr.  Stewart  formerly  British  Consul  at 
NeAV  London  informed  the  (’apt.  that  orders  had  been 
sent  to  all  the  Cruizers  on  the  American  Station  to  enforce 
a  rigorous  blockade  of  all  the  Ports  in  America. 
Transports  with  500  American  Prisoners  had  sailed  for 
England.  Vessel  arrived  at  Boston  from  Vineyard; 
came  out  with  several  Neutrals  bound  for  Salem. 


(JKN'EAL()(iICAL  NOTE  ON  ISRAEL  PORTER 
OF  WEN  HAM. 

BV  MISS  CAKRIK  C.  EDGETT. 


The  second  part  of  the  Porter  (iencalogy  (1878), 
"Descendants  of  Jolm  Porter,”  gives  the  following: — 

William^  Porter  (Israel-, . I ohn'),  horn  Feb.  12,  1(588/9  ; 
was  of  Salem  Village;  married,  1st,  Feb.  1,  1708/9, 
Edith  Herrick ;  member  of  Second  Church,  Beverly, 
'fheir  first  child  was  : 

Israel,  bapt.  Ang.  20,  1710;  prob.  cl.  Beverly,  1744  (pp.  242-3). 

IsraeP  Porter,  of  Wenham,  probably  son  of  AVillianr* 
Porter,  baptized  Aug.  20,  1710.  Married,  in  Wenham, 
AIngail  Batchelder  of  Beverlj' ;  published  Sept.  2(5,  1741. 

C^hildren,  from  Wenham  records: 

1.  Israel,  b.  Feb.  IG,  1743. 

2.  Abigail,  b.  Jane  10,  1746;  prob.  m.  Charles  Dodge,  July  18, 

1763  (p.  243). 

In  endeavoring  to  verify  a  line  which  contains  the  word 
"  probably,”  so  many  times,  I  have  found  more  errors 
than  truths,  and  present  herewith  several  corrections  and 
additions. 

First,  Marriage.  Israel  Porter,  of  Wenham,  married 
Abigail  Balch  of  Beverly.  Their  intention  was  publi.shed 
in  Wenham,  Sept.  26;  in  Beverly,  Sept.  27,  and  they 
were  married  in  Beverly,  Oct.  16,  1741,  by  Rev.  Joseph 
Champney,  of  the  First  Church.  She  was  daughter  of 
Freeborn'*  (Freeborn,^  Benjamin,^  John*)  and  Susanna 
Williston)  Balch  and  was  born  in  Boston,  March  9, 
1717/18.  This  marriage  is  given  in  the  Balch  Genealogy 
(p.  51),  and  proved  by  the  settlement  of  the  estate  of 
Freeborn  Balch  (Essex  Probate  Docket,  No.  1541,  and 
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Deeds  133:  90).  She  was  married,  2nd,  May  10,  1748, 
to  Francis  Symonds  of  To|»sfield,  i>y  Rev.  John  Chipinan, 
of  the  Second  Church,  Heverly,  and  lived  later  in 
Danvers,  where  she  probably  died  about  1758  or  earlier. 
Francis  Symonds  married  again  June  21,  1759. 

Second,  Death.  The  death  of  Israel  Porter  is  not  given 
on  town  records  of  Wenham,  Beverly,  or  Salem.  On  the 
records  of  the  Second  Church,  Beverly,  in  a  list  of  names 
of  persons  who  died  in  the  year  1743,  is  that  of  Israel 
Porter.  This  is  without  doubt  the  son  of  William  and 
Edith  (Herrick)  Porter,  who  was  baptized  in  1710,  as 
that  family  attended  the  North  Beverly  church.  The 
Israel  Porter  who  lived  in  Wenham  and  was  father  of  two 
children  born  in  1743  and  1745  must  have  been  another 
person  of  the  same  name.  On  theWenham  Church  records 
is  this  item: — "Aug.  10,  1745,  Israel  Porter  dyed  at 
Ca})e  Bx'eton.”  An  Israel  Porter  was  Ensign  in  Capt. 
James  (irant’s  (4th)  Co.,  Col.  Jeremiah  Moulton’s  (3rd 
Mass.)  Kegt.,  in  the  "Expedition  against  the  french 
Settlements  on  Cape  Breton”  commanded  by  Hon.  'William 
Pepperrell ;  his  commission  was  dated  Feb.  1,  1744/5. 
(Mass.  Hist.  Coll.,  Sixth  Series,  Vol.  x,  p.  502.) 

Third,  Parentage.  As  Israel  Porter  of  Wenham  was 
not  the  son  of  William  of  Salem  Village,  to  which  family 
did  he  belong? 

April  10,  1758,  Israel  Porter,  a  minor  above  fourteen 
years,  son  of  Israel  Porter  late  of  Wenham  deceased, 
made  choice  of  his  uncle,  Mr.  Samuel  Porter,  jr.,  to  be 
his  guardian.  (Probate  Docket,  No.  224(53.) 

Jan.  30,  1782,  Charles  Dodge  of  Beverly  and  Abigail 
his  wife  conveyed  to  Joseph  Woodbury  "all  our  right  in 
.  .  .  real  estate  of  our  hon'''*'  Aunt  Anna  Brown  late  of 
Wenham  deceased.”  (Deeds  140:  99.) 

These  two  items  indicate  that  Israel  Porter  was  a 
brother  of  Samuel  Porter,  jr.,  and  of  Anna  (Porter) 
Brown,  and  therefore  son  of  Samuel’  (Jolin,^  Samuel,- 
John')  and  Sarah  (Bradstreet)  Porter  of  Wenham.  This 
family  is  given  in  the  Porter  Genealogy  (p.  245),  with 
only  four  children  : — 

1.  Samuel,  b.  Nov.  14,  1711. 

2.  Ebenc7XT,  b.  1716. 

3.  .John,  b.  .inly  1),  1717. 

4.  Anna,  b.  Aug.  13,  1719;  m.  Nathaniel  Brown. 
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The  births  of  only  three  of  these  are  found  on  town 
records,  and  no  others ;  but  again  church  records  supply 
the  desired  information :  —  June  17,  1722,  Israel,  son  of 
Samuel  and  Sarah  Porter  (baptized). 

Samuel  Porter  of  Wenham  and  Sarah  Bradstreet  of 
Topstield  were  married  May  20,  1707,  by  Rev.  Joseph 
Capen.  (Topsfield  Church  records.) 

Sarah,  wife  of  Samuel  Porter,  died  July  7,  1762. 
(Wenham  Church  records.)* 

Fourth,  Children.  The  births  of  the  two  children  are 
in  accordance  with  Wenham  records  except  that  there  are 
two  entries  of  th?  birth  of  Israel,  one  giving  the  date  as 
Feb.  16, 1743  and  the  other  as  Feb.  13,  1742-3. 

The  son,  Israel®  (Israel^,  SamueP,  etc.),  was  a 
housewright  or  carpenter,  and  removed  to  Marblehead 
where  he  was  married  Nov.  13,  1764,  by  Rev.  Simon 
Bradstreet,  to  Mai  y  Pedrick.  She  was  daughter  of  Aaror 
and  Elizabeth  (Edgcome)Tucker,  baptized.  Second  Church, 
Marblehead,  June  6,  1742;  married,  1st.  Jan.  16,  1759, 
Nathaniel  Pedrick,  2nd, Israel  Porter  as  above,  3rd,  Dec. 
30,  1770,  Philip  Hye  or  Hoy,t  and  was  living  in 
Marblehead,  a  widow.  Sept.  10, 1795.  (Deeds  160  :  83.) 

Israel  Porter,  adult,  was  baptized  and  admitted  to  full 
communion  in  Second  Church,  Marblehead,  Sept.  7,  1769, 
and  died  between  that  date  and  April  2,  1770,  when  his 
widow,  Mary  Porter,  was  appointed  administratrix  of  his 
estate.  (Probate  Docket,  No.  22464.) 

April  24,  1788,  Mary  Hoy,  widow,  of  Marblehead, 
Nancy  Porter,  single  woman,  of  Wenham,  and  Sarah  Porter, 
singlewoman,  of  Marblehead,  sold  a  piece  of  land  in 
Marblehead,  which  Israel  Porter  had  purchased  in  1767. 
(Deeds,  117  :  230  and  151 :  109.) 

Children,  baptized  in  Second  Church,  Marblehead : 

1.  Samnel,  bapt.  July  23,  1766;  prob.  d.  young. 

2.  Anna.J  bapt.  Oct.  6,  1766;  in.  in  Wenham,  April  27,  1790,  Capt. 

Edmund  Kimball  of  Newbury  port;  d.  Newburyport,  Aug.  31, 
1795,  in  29th  year.  Ch.,  Anna  or  Anne,  Edmund,  and  Mary. 


•  The  Porter  Genealofry  ears  that  Samuel*  proh.  m.  2ncl,  Experience  Batchelder, 
March  25, 1733,  and  on  the  same  page  (luotes  deed  of  Feb.  14, 1754,  In  which  he  and 
wife  Sarah  deed  the  homestead  to  their  sons  Samuel  and  Ebenezer.  The  above 
date  is  that  of  an  intention,  marriage  not  recorded,  and  is  surely  another  Samuel 
Porter,  perhaps  his  son. 

t  This  name  is  variously  spelled, — on  Marblehead  town  records,  Hye  and  High; 
church  records.  Hey  and  Huy;  deeds.  Hoy;  and  probate  records,  Mohyes. 

JThls  Alina  Porter  Is  given  In  Porter  Genealogy,  p.  332.  without  parentage; 
also  In  Kimball  Genealogy,  p.  226,  where  dates  do  not  correspond. 
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3.  Sarah,  bapt.  Nov.  20,1768;  m.  in  M.arblehead,  Feb.  20,  1791, 
James  Campbell  of  Marblehead.  Ch.,  James,  Sarah,  James, 
Israel  Porter,  Ananias,  and  Thomas. 

The  daughter,  Abigail,  was  married  in  Wenham  to 
Charles  Dodge,  by  Rev.  Joseph  Swain,  on  the  date  given, 
and  their  children  are  found  in  the  Dodge  Genealogy,  p. 
yi,  and  in  Part  Second,  p.  479.  She  died  in  Beverly, 
Nov.  7,  1802,  c-et.  57,  of  putrid  fever.  (Second  Church 
records.) 

REVOLUTIONARY  LETTERS  WRITTEN  BY 
COL.  TIMOTHY  PICKERING. 

Tarry  Town  Jan  31,  1777. 

Dear  Brother, 

This  night  fortnight  we  left  Tarry  Town  & 
marched  to  the  lands  near  Kingsbridge  viz.  Level’s, 
Thatcher’s,  Froft’s  &  my  regiments,  commanded  by 
General  Lincoln  &  Brigadier  Moulton.  Some  New  York 
&  Connecticut  troops  at  the  fame  [time]  advanced  to 
West  Chester  &  the  manor  of  Fordham  in  a  direction 
about  S.  E.  from  us,  who  were  in  Phillips’s  manor. 
Generals  Worcester,  Parsons  &  Scot,  commanded  this 
body.  Gen’’  Heath  was  with  them  &  commanded  the 
whole.  It  seems  that  the  defign  of  the  expedition  was 
to  take  fort  Independence  (fituated  about  1/2  mile 
from,  &  intended  to  command  Kingsbridge  —  destroy 
Kingsbridge,  alarm  the  enemy,  and  draw  their  forces 
from  the  Jersies,  or  prevent  their  reinforcing  them,  and 
carry  off  forage.  AVehave  only  carried  otf  a  little  forage. 
And  yet  Gen’’  Lincoln’s  division  has  been  greatly  fatigued . 
About  a  week  we  lived  in  huts  of  rails  &  straw  &  leaves, 
in  the  woods,  until  a  ftorm  of  fnow  followed  by  heavy 
rains  obliged  us  to  retire  hither.  Last  Sunday  we  went 
down  again,  at  night  retired  to  the  nearest  houses  on 
Wednesday  night  marched  up  in  a  fnowftorm.  It  has 
been  a  very  idle  not  to  fiy  disgraceful  e.xpedition.  It  was 
not  intended  to  take  the  fort  by  ftorm,  for  the  whole 
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army  was  militia ;  and  the  work  was  fraifed,  ditched  & 
furrounded  by  an  abbatis  (branches  of  trees  fixed  and 
pointed)  : —  nor  by  regular  approaches,  for  we  had  not 
a  fingle  entrenching  tool :  nor  by  a  cannonade,  for  we 
had  only  three  fix  pounders  : —  and  yet  on  the  firft 
morning  we  arrived  in  the  neighbourhood,  Gen’*  Heath 
fent  a  fummons  demanding  a  furrender  of  the  fort.  The 
garrison  paid  no  regard  to  it.  I  have  not  time  to 
mention  many  other  particulars.  To-morrow  I  am  to 
march  my  regiment  beyond  White  Plains.  Thatchers  & 
Lovells  (or  Frofts)  follow  me.  We  are  now  going  upon 
a  plan  thatpromifes  fome  advantage.  The  Committee  of 
New  York  fay  there  are  three  thousand  tons  of  hay  & 
grain  near  White  Plains,  Rye  &  Marineck.  These  are  to 
be  removed,  &  the  Masfachusetts  &  Connecticut  militia 
are  to  cover  the  foragers.  Most  of  the  Yorkers  had  run 
home,  &  the  rest  are  discharged. 

I  wrote  a  fhort  letter  yesterday  to  my  wife,  and  fent  it 
in  a  packet  containing  a  number  of  letters,  directed,  I 
think,  to  Col.  Crafts. 

I  fend  you  b}"  the  bearer  a  bundle  of  cuttings  of  the 
black  Burgundy  grape,  of  which  kind  is  made  the  celebrated 
Burgundy  wine.  They  were  given  me  by  Col.  Phillips 
who  fa3's  the}"  f hould  be  kept  from  drying  till  Spring, 
when,  as  early  as  possible,  they  fhould  be  set  in  the  ground, 
f loping,  with  a  couple  of  buds  above  ground.  (Tis  the 
very  manner  in  which  I  fet  y*^  cutting,  now  in  the  front 
yard,  which  bore  grapes  so  plentifully  the  year  before 
laft.)  Col.  Phillips  fays  the  grape  is  excellent  for  eating, 
&  that  the  vine  is  extremely  hardy,  bearing  our  winters 
without  any  extraordinary  care.  This  is  highly  probable 
from  the  far  northern  &  cold  situation  of  Burgundy. 

I  am  very  well,  saving  a  flight  cold.  Many  others  have 
colds.  But  not  a  man  has  died  in  our  whole  brigade, 
consisting  of  y*'  regiments  above  mentioned. 

Yours  affectionately 

Tim.  Pickering  jun*' 

To  M''  John  Pickering  jun 
At  Salem,  ^Iafs“®  Bay. 

E.  I.  MSS.  COLLS.  TIMOTHY  PICKERING  MSS.  Vol.  Ill,  p.  61. 
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Philadelphia,  June  14.  1780 

Dear  Brother, 

When  I  wrote  you  yesterday,  I  had  not  feen  the 
proposals  and  articles  of  capitulation  for  Charlestown 
which  were  printed  in  New  York.  They  are  reprinted 
here  this  day,  and  ar[e]  doubtlefs  authentic.  I  inclose 
you  one  of  the  papers.  We  do  not  know  the  motives 
leading  to  this  unhappy  furrender.  It  seems  that  the 
town  should  early  have  been  evacuated,  or  defended  much 
longer.  We  cannot  learn  that  they  wanted  provifions. 
This  is  a  heavy  ftroke,  and  requires  the  more  effectual 
exertions  of  the  remaining  fltates.  No  dispatches  have  yet 
arrived  from  Gen*.  Lincoln.  If  any  further  intelligence  of 
importance  fhall  arrive  &'  I  have  opportunties  of 
communicating  it  early  I  will  do  it.  We  have  prifoners 
enough  in  our  hands  (including  Burgoyne’s  army)  to 
redeem  the  Continental  t[ro]ops  taken  at  Charlestown : 
But  our  oflScers  now  &  heretofore  made  prifoners  are  fo 
numerous,  that  fhould  the  enemy  agree  to  the  exchange  of 
Burgoynes  army,  some  of  those  officers  must  ftill  remain 
prifoners. 

I  remain  your  affectionate 

Tim :  Pickering 

John  Pickering  Esq 

E.  I,  MSS.  COLLS.  TIMOTHY  PICKERING  MSS.  Vol.  Ill,  p.  78. 
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